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PREFACE. 


I F there is any human institution fo intrin- 
fically excellent as to require no compa- 
rifons to -recommend it, it muft, certainly, 
he the method of adminiftring juflice, both 
distributive and vindictive, in England, w here 
no man’s life or liberty, good name or for- 
tune, let his lot be ever fo low, can be taken 
from him, but folemnly in the face of the 
whole world, according to laws made before 
the faCt laid to his charge was committed, 
and by the unanimous verdict of his equals, 
and equals, who may be faid to be of his 
own eluding, considering the . latitude of 
exception allowed him ; men, whofe very im- 
perfections, as productive of fympathy, are a 
fecurity for his being tenderly treated, wliilft 
the prefence and authority of dated and pro- 
feSTed Judges fufficiently fccure that free 
courfe to legislative indignation, which the 
public fafety indifpenfably requires, 
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But, though no companions may be requi- 
fife to 'evince -this-ifitrinfic excellence of the 
Engliih judicature, the hiftory of what pailes 
in foreign tribunals may be highly ufeful to 
make us attend to it, fo as to reconcile us to 
thofe government burthens, which, however 
heavy in themfelves, mufi appear light, when 
weighed againft the bleffings itemed to us in 
confequence of them. 

Independent, therefore, of the pleafure the 
public may have in perufing the following 
Memoirs, as written by, and giving fome ac- 
count of, a man,whofc long and diftinguiihcd 
fervices- h^d* him the approbation of 

his Prince, and the efteenf and confidence of 
a great bpd v of his fellow fubjefts, and, at lail, 
recommended him to a command, which 
brought on him the eyes of all Europe and 
Alia, we hope they will prove ftill more bene- 
ficial by throwing fome light on the treatment 
he met with atlas trial, condemnatioivand ex- 
ecution, from the highefi and reputedly moil 
impartial tribunal of a hate coniidered, even, 
by many arnongft ourfelves, as the beft go- 
verned of all Europe. 

This unfortunate gentleman was the fun 
of a Captain in Lord Dillon’s regiment, one 
of thofe which went over into France upon 
the capitulation of Limerick, by a French 
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Lady of dittindfion. As foon as bom, he 
was, according to the culiom of the French 
army, entered a foldier in his father’s com- 
pany ; and, continuing under his tutorage 
till near fifteen, made a great proficiency 
in all thofe accomplifhments, for which the 
young Nobility of France, when bom with 
a happy genius, and conduced by pro- 
per matters, are generally remarkable. As 
the fon of an Officer of diftinguifhed merit, 
he could not fail of gaining an early ac- 
quaintance with arms, at the fame time 
that his being, by his mother, allied into 
fome of the beft families of France gave him 
a much better opportunity, than moft of his 
Irifti fellow foldiershad, of being early initiated 
in high and polite life. Thefe advantages, 
added to that of a handfome perfon, diflin- 
guifhed young Lally fo much, that, by the age 
of nineteen, he faw himfelf at the head of a 
company in the Irifh Brigade j an, honour, 
which few. of the unhappy adventurers in 
that brave corps have been able to obtain 
after as many years conftant fervice in the 
field ; but which, however, he feemed to be 
well intitled to by an unqueftionable courage; 
an excellent underftanding ; and that martial 
air, .which, even without any extraordinary 
degree of fenfe or knowledge, has been often 
found to have fuch influence in a Com- 
mander, 
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However well qualified young Lally ap- 
peared' to be for military command, he was 
thought equally fitted for civil employment. 
Accordingly, at an age that raoft young 
gentlemen, unlefs thofe of the higheft birth, 
would think themfelves honoured by a place 
in fome of the inferior departments of the ttate, 
he faw himfelf fuddenly promoted to the head 
of one of the higheft. At five and twenty, he 
was fent by the French Court to negotiate 
fomebufinefs at that of Ruflia, where his dex- 
terity and fidelity gained him the confidence 
of the French King his matter, and his wit 
and addreis a recommendation from the Cza- 
rina herfelf; in confequence of which he, on 
his return to France, Taegan to be confidered as 
one of the mpft riling characters at the Court 
of Verfailles ; a judgement, which was foot} 
after verified by his being promoted to the 
command of a regiment, in which ftation he 
behaved fo well in every fervice, in which 
the Irilh Brigade was employed, particularly 
at the memorable battle of Fontenoy, where 
jt fuifered fo much, and at the liege of Bergen - 
op-zoom, as to be juftly efteemeil one of the 
beft foldiers in all France. 

In the year x 74 5, when the young Pretender 
invaded, or rather ftole into, thefe kingdoms, 
Monfieur Lally came over ipto England, 
Under a pretence of laying claim to fome lands, 

which 
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which he affirmed his father had bcc-n poC, 
felled of in Ireland, and he himfelf had a legal 
title to ; but, in reality, to aft the part of afpy 
for the young Pretender ; a (lift him with his 
counfcls ; and ftir up the malecontents in the 
fouthern parts of Great Britain, by prom ill's of 
money and other affiflance ; and in thefe bold 
attempts he is faid to have had fome fuccefs, 
till his dangerous practices were difeovered and 
laid open to the Duke of Cumberland, who 
was not tq be amufed by fuch idle pretences ; 
and, accordingly, gave orders for his being 
feized. But Lally, who had, it feems, notice of 
the ftonn, availed himfelf fo well of fome flight 
knowledge his late Royal Highnefs the Prince 
of Wales had of him, that, inftead of being 
imprifoned as a fpy, he was only, through the 
interpofition of that generous and humane 
Prince, ordered to leave the kingdom in four 
and twenty hours, contrary, it is faid, to the 
Duke of Cumberland’s opinion. 

Such was Daily's infatuation at this time, 
that it was with great reluctance he left the 
kingdom. But he was not long in France, 
before the young Pretender’s affairs began to 
wear fo bad an afpeCt, that he had reafon to 
thank Providence for having fo early extri- 
cated him from them , and thereby pre- 
vented his running fuch lengths, as it would 
a 4 have 
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have been impoflible for the Britilh govern-* 
ment to overlook. 

From this time till his being appointed Lieu- 
tenant General, and Commander in Chief, of 
the French fettlements in the Eaft Indies, we 
know but little of Count Lally, except that 
he from day to day confirmed the good opi- 
nion fo early conceived of him, and rofe pro- 
portionably in the ferviCe ; without facrificing, 
however, fortune to rank, fo that he came, at 
length, to be confidered as one of thewealthieft 
as well as one of the bra veil men in the French 
army ; and, of courfe, we may prefume, the 
fitteft perfon „t<^ command in a country, 
yphere the defire oftoakiflga fpeedy fortune 
has often proved more detrimental, than even 
Ignorance itfelf, to European affairs. 

For Count Lally ’s hiftory from his embark- 
ing for the Eaft Indies to his death, we muff 
yefer our readers to the folIowingPicccs, writ- 
ten exprefly by himfelf for that purpofc ; to 
which we have added, chiefly from his trial, 
fuch others as were thought propereft to illus- 
trate his civil and military character. We can- 
not, however, put an end to this Preface, without 
obferving liow odd it was, that, after behaving 
towards the Engliih with uncommon feverity, 
or rather cruelty, he fliould be accufed of 
parrying on a treafonable corrpfpondence with 

them s 
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them i and lofe, it is to be prefumed, his life, in 
confequence of it. For, though this charge was 
not proved againft him, it was made a pretence 
for refufing him Council, fo as greatly to ditable 
him from refuting the other charges with which 
it was,. for that purpofe, artfully interwoven. 
Some of our readers, therefqre, may be apt 
to confider the tragical end of Count Lally 
as a judgement ; and we fhall not take upon 
ourfelves to difpute their opinion; for it 
muft be owned, that many events have beeij 
univerfally acknowledged as fuch, ,which did 
not wear more evident marks of a fuperior 
interpolation. 
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COUNT LALLY. 

JOURNAL OF HIS EXPEDITION 
TO THE EAST INDIES. 

I N the month of Auguft 1756, Count 
Lally was appointed to command an 
expedition to the Eaft Indies, for which 
the court had deftined fix millions of livres 
in money, fix battalions, and three men of 
war, to be joined by what fliips the Com- 
pany could fit out for the fame purpofe. 

The Chevalier de Soupire, Major Gene- 
ral, who was to command under him, failed 
from Port rOrientthe 30th of December fol- 
lowing, with two millions of livres in money, 
and two battalions. 


On 
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On the 20th of February of the year 
1757, the Count d’Ache fet fail from Breft 
with Count Lally liimfelf, two millions 
of livres in money, and two battalions ■, but, 
©n an accident happening one of his velfels 
in clearing the mouth of the harbour, was 
obliged to put in again, and detained by 
contrary winds till the zd of May. The two 
remaining millions, and two remaining bat- 
talions, were to be immediately fent after him 
from Port l’Orient. 

During this interval, the fituation of Ca- 
nada determines the court to take from. 
Count Lally two millions, two battallions, 
and two men of war ; that is, above one third 
Of the forces it had been originally agreed 
to give him. 

Upon this, the Counts Lally and d'Ache 
write jointly to court, that they would no 
longer be anfwerable for the fuccefs of the 
expedition ; and Count d’Ache goes fo fir 
as to throw up his commiflion. But they 
receive politive orders to put to fea again at all 
events, with a promife to Count Lally, that 
in fix months the money and forces now 
withheld jhould be fent after him ; which, 
however, they never were. 

The Count d’Ache, befides about ten 
weeks, which his returning into harbour 
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coft him, fpends twelve months in thepaflage. 
Thus, the firft event robs Count Lally of 
one third of his forces ; and the fecond gives 
Admiral Stevens, who did not fail from 
England till three months after the Count 
d’Ache failed from France, an opportunity 
of reaching the coaft of Coromandel two 
months before him ; whence it may be ga- 
thered, that, had the Count d’Ache made 
the beft of his way for the Indies *, as Admiral 
St evens did, he would have got there three 
months, at leaft, before him 5 and even five 
months and a half, had he continued Ms 
voyage, as advifed by all his officers, on his 
firft leaving the harbour of Breft. Nov/, two 


* To make the beft of one’s way for a place, is 
not, to ftop to pick up a little merchant fhip, 
not worth 40,000 livres, and lofe two months to keep 
her by lying by every night ; it is not, to put into 
port for fix weeks in order to difpofe of her cargo, and 
then load her again ; it is not, to lofe fix weeks in 
order to avoid the Cape during the Equinox ; it is not, 
to fleer the longeft courfe from the Ifte of France to Pou- 
dichery, in order to avoid the fecond Equinox ; it is 
not, to alter one’s courfe by night, to get out of fight 
of the firlt fail deferied in the day time ; it is not, to 
take in all one s fails, at the appearance of every guft of 
wind, in palling the line, fince it is only by the help of 
thofe gufts the line can be pafied. All this, however, has 
been done. In a word, to make the beft of one’ s way for a 
place, is to endeavour to reach it by the Ihorteft courfe, 
and with the greateft fpeed ; and this is what has not 
been done. 
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months, nay one month, gained by the 
Count d’Ache on Admiral Stevens, would 
have enabled the former to prevent the 
junction of the latter with Admiral Pocockc, 
and even rendered him matter of the Indian 
feas. It would have rendered Count Lally maf- 
ter of Fort St. David, Madras, and the whole 
coaft of Coromandel | in a word, it would 
have been fufficient to enable the French to 
drive the Englifn out of Bengal, where they 
had not eight hundred regular troops. 
There is not a man, who knows any thing 
of the Indies, bold enough to doubt it. 

. The Chevalier de Soupire debarked at 
Pondichery eight months before Count Lally, 
and} of courfe, had a fhorter paflage by 
four months. At his landing, the Englifh could 
not bring one hundred men into the field, 
and the Chevalier de Soupire had two thou- 
fand. Madras was fiill open, as in the time of 
Monfieur de Bourdonnais ; Fort St. David was 
in ruins, and garrifoned by fixty invalids ; it 
was the work of three weeks, at moft, to 
carry thefe two places. But the Chevalier 
de .Soupire, an utter firanger to the method 
of making war in that country, fullered 
'himfelf to be governed by Monfieur de 
Leyri', governor of Pondichery for the Com- 
pany-, who kept huh all that time ina&ive, 
and thereby wafted the money, which the 

Cheva- 
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Chevalier had brought with him from Eu- 
rope. 

Six months before the Chevalier’s arrival 
in the Indies, the Englifh had driven the 
Company out of all their poffeffions in 
Bengal, the moft valuable they had in all 
the Indies; and that through the fupine- 
nefs of this fame Monfieur de Leyrit, and 
in fpite of the reiterated and moft preffing 
follicitations of the council of Chandernagor 
for a reinforcement of three hundred men, 
which would have been fufficient to lave thele 
poirdiions. 

On the 28 th of April 1758, the Count d’Ache 
fent on fhorc at Pondichery Count Lally,fomc 
of the Count's principal officers, and fome 
chefts of money. The day following, as he 
was preparing to come to an anchor in the 
road of that place, he was furprifed by the 
Englifh fquadron four leagues to the wind- 
ward of it. He was worfted in ,the engage- 
ment, and in his retreat loft a fhip of feventy- 
four guns, to the leeward of Pondichery. 

Count Lally, within three hours after 
his landing, invefted Cudaloor, a place 
five leagues from Pondichery, with 800 
men, and was mafter of it the third day. 
It muft be allowed, that this fervice might 
B 3 have 
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have been performed before by the Cheva- 
lier de Soupire, with 8000 men. The gar- 
rifon then confifted of but ten invalids. 
This place, in the hands of the French, would 
have awed Fort St. David ,and have prevented 
the reparation of its fortifications, as well as 
the conftru&ion of two exterior works built 
of Hone, which greatly retarded Count 
Lally’s operations again!! it 

Immediately after this, Count Lally laid 
fiege to Fort St. David, and on the 2d of June 
entered the place, after feventeen days open 
trenches. He then dircftly turned his arms 
again!!: Devi-cottah, a fort capable of making 
a vigorous defence ; notwithftanding which, 
the enemy abandoned it at his approach, 
leaving feventy pieces of cannon behind them. 
On the 10th of June, Count Lally returned 
to Pondichery. 

The Count d’ Ache, who, during the fiege of 
Fort St. David, was continually fending word 
to Count Lally, that he was afraid of the 
Englilh fquadron’s coming every moment to 
attack him under the cannon of Pondicherv. 
at laft thought proper to change his pofition, 
and get fixty leagues to the windward of that 
place, nearer to the line ; and that the very 
day Fort St. David furrendcrcd. 
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Upon this. Count Lally, who was for at- 
tacking- Madras, aflcmblcs the council of 
Pondichery ; and the council difpatch a 
veil'd after the Count d'Ache with a fum- 
raons to return. The Count d’Ache re- 
turns; but declares it impofliblc for him 
to face the enemy, and favour the march of 
Count Lally. 

Monfieur de Leyrit then fignifies to Count 
Lally, that he would not take upon him to 
fubfift the troops above fifteen days longer ; 
and that he could not think of any rfefource 
but that of marching them into Tanjore, 
fifty leagues from Pondichery to the fouth, 
in order to claim a debt due by the Rajah 
of that country ; upon which it is to be ob- 
fervcd, that it was fcarce fix weeks, fince 
the Count d’Ache had brought Monfieur de 
Leyrit two millions, and that Count Lally’s 
conquefts had produced him one million, of 
which fix hundred thoufand livres accrued 
from the taking of Fort St. David. 

As Count Lally could not pretend to at- 
tack Madras, protected by a fquadron, 
without the affiftance of another fquadron to 
oppofe to it, and Pondichery could no longer 
fubfift his troops, he found himfelf un- 
der a neceifity, at the inftanccs of Monfieur 
de Leyrit and Father Lavaur, to go and 
£ 4 look 
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look for fubiiftence in Tanjore, till the ap- 
proach, of the ftormy feafon fhould oblige 
the two fquadrons to take fhelter in fome 
diftant port. 

The Rajah cf Tanjore having denied the 
debt claimed by Monlieur de Leyrit, Count 
Lally, by the advice of a council of war, 
marched up to his capital ; and, in hopes of 
intimidating him, planted five pieces of can- 
non againft it. 

Six days after the creation of this battery, 
the army receives an account, that the Count 
d’ Ache had been again attacked by the En- 
glifli fquadron, and again worfted by it, be- 
fore Karical ; that he had thereupon retired 
to Pondichery, thirty leagues from Karical, 
the only place by which Count Lally coulil 
communicate with Pondichery, and which 
the enemy kept blocked up. 

The Chevalier de Soupire and Monlieur 
de Leyrit write at the fame time to Count 
Lally, that the Englitli were in march with 
a body of eight hun.hed men againd 1’ondi- 
ohrry ; and that the Chevalier de Soupire, 
who had but lix hundred, was preparing to 
abandon the environs to them. Upon this. 
Count Lally having called a council of war on 
the fib of Angufl, it was therein decided, that 

the 
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the French fhould evacuate Tanjore on the 
ioth,in order to protect their ownfettlements; 
and, in confequence of this refolution, the 
heavy baggage, and the lick and wounded, 
were fent off under a detatchment on the 9th. 

The main body of the army was ' to have 
begun its march the evening of the day fol- 
lowing. But in the morning the Indians 
made a fally, which was repulfed by fifty 
men of the regiment of Lorrain pofted be- 
fore the gate at which the Indians iffued. 
We had a foldier wounded in this affair, where- 
as the enemy loft between one hundred and 
one hundred and fifty men. In the mean 
time fifty Black horfe, commanded by a ge- 
neral of cavalry, penetrated to the tent of 
Count Lally, which ftood by itfelf in the 
middle of the plain, and about a quarter of 
a league from the army, on pretence of 
coming over to him. Count Lally, hearing of 
their approach, ftarts out of bed, and comes to 
receive them in his ibirt and drawers; but the 
Black general, inftead of making his fubmif- 
fion to the Count, made a ftroke at him with 
his fabre ; and, the Count having been for- 
tunate enough to ward it off with a ftick, was 
going to give a fecond, when fome lucky 
hand cleaved his head in two. Of the fifty 
horfe, that followed him, eight and twenty 
fell at the feet of Count Lally, and the reft 

threw 
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threw themfelves into a pond that lay before 
his tent. We had but one huflar wounded, 
and one Black belonging to the fiables killed, 
in this affair, which was over in about half an 
hour. In the evening, the army fet out, 
purfuant to the orders given the day before, 
and evacuated Tanjore, after railing 440,000 
livres in it in money, belides fubfifting two 
months at the expence of the inhabitants. 

Count Lally, at whofe approach to Pon- 
dichery the Englilh thought proper to retreat 
towards Madras, on his arrival there makes 
new inftances to the Count d’Ache not to 
abandon the coaft ; and, to induce him to ftay, 
offers half the army to recruit his fquadron. 
But the Count d’Ache, deaf to all his prayers 
and arguments, fails for the Madagafcar 
Jllands on the iff of September, the very next 
day after the Count’s arrival, without giving 
him time to get ready his dilpatches for 
court. The council of Pondichery proteft 
againft his departure. Thus it appears, 
that, in this voyage the Count d’Ache did not 
remain above four months in the Indian feas. 
The Englilh fquadron, left miftrefs of them, 
after cruifing two and twenty days before 
Pondichery, failed for Bombay on the coaffc 
of Malabar. 

During this interval of five and twenty 
days which Count Lally fpent at Pondichery, 

he 
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lie found means to carry on a private cor- 
refpondence with the commanding officer of 
twelve hundred Blacks, who garrifoned Ar- 
cot ; and, the very day the Englifh fquadroa 
quitted the coaft, moved towards that place, 
which, after making himfelf matter of four 
forts that lay in his way, two of them by ftoraa, 
he took pofleflion of in the name of Salabet- 
zingue, referving the revenues of it to the 
Company. 

Count Lally had fent for Meffieurs de Butty 
and Moracin with the troops under them, 
one in the Decan, the other at Mafuli-patnam ; 
and communicated to them his defign upon 
Madras. But thefe gentlemen agreed a-? 
mongft themfelves to bring along with them 
but the third of their forces; and even on 
their arrival, applied to him for a reinforce- 
ment of one thoufand men, with orders to 
to return to thofe they had left behind 
them; with a view, no doubt, of making war, 
on their own account, upon the purfes of the 
Black Princes in their neighbourhood. 

Count Lally, who knew no enemies the 
Company had in India but the Englifh, re- 
fqfed to comply with fuch unfeafonable de- 
mands ; and, from that day forward, thefe gen- 
tlemen, far from aflifting him, let flip no op-? 
portunity of traverfing his operations ; and had 
bqt too good fuccefs. 


Count 
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Count Lally, on the firft news of the Eng-- 
lifh having made a defcent in the province 
adjoining that of Mafuli-patnam, orders 
Monfieur Moracin to return to it. Mon- 
fieur Moracin refufes ; fends him word that 
he is diffatislied with the Company, and is de- 
termined to quit their fervice. Count Lally 
complains of his difobedience to Monfieur 
de Leyrit and the council, directing them, at 
the fame time, to order Monfieur Moracin 
back to his command, and prole ft in j that he 
would hold him anfwerable for the confe- 
quences, in cafe lie did not return. Bui 
Monfieur Moracin perfifted in liis refufal. 
Six weeks after this, Monfieur de Conflansi 
was defeated ; and five months after his de- 
feat Mafuli-patnam wasfurprifed. 

Count Lally, after a liay of five days at 
Arcot, and conftantly refuting the incredi- 
ble offers made him by Monfieur de Bully ; in 
a word, 460,000 livres payable in three hours, 
to be fent back with a body of troops into 
the Decans returns to Pondichery. Mon- 
fieur de Bully, on his fide, finding that he 
could not derive from the facvilicing of this 
fum any profen? inrveafe to his fortune in tlie 
indies (for with this body of troops he could 
have raifed four, fi. ; e, nay, perhaps, ten mil- 
lions of livres; thought proper to employ it in 
fecuring to himftJf protestors in Europe. 1 1c 
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lends one hundred thoufand crowns of it to 
the Count d’Eftaing, on his eftate, at three 
per cent. He then lends, and even gives away, 
more of it to fome officers returning to 
Europe. Some of the principal of thefe of- 
ficers refufed his offers; in particular, the 
Chevalier de Crillon, to whom he offered two 
thoufand Louis d’ors, telling him, that he did 
not know what to do with them. All this while 
the army was without pay, though this fame 
Monfieur de Bully had, on his arrival, given 
Count Lally to underftand, that he was comp 
with 240,000 3 ivr.es for the fervice of the 
Company; provided he. Count Lally, would 
be his fecurity for the money, as he did not 
chufe to have any dealings at all with that 
Body. 

Count Lally, on his return to Pondichery, 
calls a mixed council ; and moves, that the 
forces Ihould avail themfelves of the ab- 
fencc of the Englilh fquadron to attack 
Madras. Monfieur de Leyrit is the only 
perfon to oppofe this motion, alledging, 
that he had not wherewith to pay, or even 
fubfift, the army. For this very reafon, 
the reft of the members approve it; and 
four or five of them, with the Count 
d’Eftaing at their head, offers to con- 
tribute 80,000 livres in plate, towards 
the attempt. Monfieur de Buffy, who, 

fix 
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fix days before, did not know what to 
do with 100,000 crowns, offers not a An- 
gle farthing, whilft Count Lally fumifhes 
144,000 livres, which, five months before, 
on his landing at Pondichery, he had 
lodged in the Treafury. 

The council of Pondichery deprive Mon* 
fieur de Leyrit of the receiverfhip of the 
Company's land rents; and the farmers fub- 
fiituted to him engage to advance, in the 
courfe of three months, 500,000 rupees to 
pay the army. But they did not make good 
their engagements. 

Thus, Count Lally had no other refource, 
but the weak one abovementioned, for put- 
ting in motion an army then confiding of 
2700 foot, 300 horfe, and about 5000 
Blacks; the monthly expence of which 
amounted to a million of livres. Jtfhould, be- 
fides, be remembered, that credit is a thing 
unknown in the Indies ; and- that nothing is 
more common than for the Blacks to pafs, 
without any ceremony, from an army where 
they are not paid, to another where they ex- 
pert better treatment. 

Count Lally arrives in the plain of Ma- 
dras on the izth of December 1758; and, 
after fome fkirmiihes with the enemy, pitches 

his 
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his camp, and fits down before it, on the 
13th. 

The 14th before day break, he orders the 
Black Town to be attacked by the Cheva- 
lier de Crillon, at the head of his regiment, 
who carries it with little lofs. Count Lally, 
who, in the mean time, was in march to lup- 
port him, takes poft in this Black Town at 
feven in the morning. 

About nine, between eight and nine hun- 
dred picked men of the garrifon make a 
fally, and attack the poft occupied by the regi- 
ment of Lorrain, but are repulfed and rout- 
ed 3 and, if Monfieur de Buffy had not hin- 
dered the Chevalier de Grillon from taking 
poffeffion, with the regiment of Lally, of a 
little bridge, by which alone the enemy could 
get back to the place, it muft have lurren- 
dered in eight days. The plunder of the 
Black City, which contained eighty thou- 
fand inhabitants, was by the enemy them- 
felves made to amount to between five 
and fix millions ; and did not a little contri- 
bute to retard the operations of the liege. 

By the time the French arrived before 
Madras, the military cheft was reduced to 
4000 livres, and the farmers of the Com- 
pany's land rents had -foiled .in their engage- 
ments. 
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ments. An. Armenian offers to lend the 
cheft 24,000 livres, and Count Lally be- 
comes perfonally bound for it. 

Monfieur de Bufly had in his retinue mi- 
nifters from all the Black Lords in the coun- 
try about Madras. Count Lally will not 
take upon him to guefs the ufe he made of 
them. Monfieur de Bufly having acquaint- 
ed Count Lally, that, one of thefe Black 
Lords offered fora fafeguard 18,000 livres, 
12,000 for Count Lally, and 6,000 for him- 
felf, Count Lally thought proper to agree to 
it, requeuing iMonfieur de Bufly to pay the 
whole to the Treafurer. But Monfieur de 
Bufly. contented himfelf with paying the 
12,000 livres intended for Count Lally, and 
thought proper to keep the remainder. 

Count Lally has fince difcovered, that this 
Black Lord had fent 24,000 livres to Mon- 
fieur de Bufly. Monfieur de Bufly rauft 
have confidcred perquifites of this kind as 
very lawful, fince he made no fcruple of 
giving it under his hand. 

Some days after, Monfieur de Bufly fent 
Count Lally eleven Pancartes in the Perfian 
language to fign, with a letter to acquaint 
him, that the object of them was to procure 
provifions for the army. Count Lally, who, 

at 
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at Monfieur de Bufly’s requeft, had already- 
put his hand to a great number of thefe 
Pancartes, feeing that he never received any 
anfwer to them, and that there did not arrive a 
grain of rice the more at the army, had the 
curiofity to get two of them tranflatedj 
when he found them to be no other than 
exemptions from the tribute, which the 
Black Lords they were to be fent to owed 
the Matter of Arcot. Count Lally, one 
may fuppofe, did not ttgn them ; but then 
he refufed returning them to Monfieur de 
Bufly* 

It was, therefore, with a fund not exceeding 
40,000 livres that Count Lally formed a park 
of artillery, eredted a forge, and the day 
but one after, the 16th, a battery of cannon 
and mortarS j with which, however, all he 
could propofe was to ruin the place, and 
then return to Arcot. 

Commodore deLeguille was by this time ar- 
rived at the Ifland of Mauritius, with four men 
of war and three millions of livres deftined for 
Fondlchery ; but, juft as he Was about to leave 
that ifland, the Count d’Ache unfortunately 
arrived there, and hindered him from pro- 
ceeding* 


C 
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The Count d’Ache could not but know, 
that the Englilh fquadron, which had kept 
the fea for four years, muft ftand greatly 
in need of reft and repairs* He had himfelf, 
at his leaving the coaft of Coromandel, 
wtitten to Count Lally, that he had dif- 
abled this fquadron from doing any thing 
during the whole feafon ; and, indeed, had 
he thought otherwife, it would have been 
highly criminal in him to abandon Pondi- 
chery. He muft, therefore, be fenlible, that 
MonficUr de Leguille, with his four Ihips, 
might command the whole coaft of Coro- 
mandel, during fix months at leaft, till the 
change of the monfoon. In fail, Monfieur 
de Leguille might have hindered Madras 
from being daily victualled; might have 
hindered fix Ihips of the Englilh Company 
from landing fix hundred men at Madras ; 
might have attacked Madras jointly with 
Count Lally. In a word, Madras might 
have been taken; and three months itiil 
gauied upon the Englilh fquadron, to re- 
cover what had been loft in Bengal. 

Where is the necelfity of looking out for 
any other caufes of the lols of Pondichery, 
arid the whole Indies ? Why oppofe to fails 
a confuted heap of lies, thrown out at ran- 
•h ij a by \vi indies combined againft Count 

Lally, 
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Tally, concerning his manner, good or bad, 
of attacking Madras ? Nay, what would he 
have done with Madras, had he taken it, 
as he had no fquadron to keep it, or even 
fecure him time to demolifh it ? Could he 
have hindered the Engliih fquadron from ap- 
pearing two months after on the coaft, and 
five months before the Count d’Ache ? 
Could he have hindered this fquadron from 
beating that of Count d’Ache, on its firft ap- 
pearance j and forcing it, in lefs than four and 
twenty hours, to fly the Indian feas, and re- 
turn to the Madagafcar Iflands ? To fay he 
Could j would be railing the ftandard of im- 
pofition, and faying in plain terms ; “ We 
love falfliood ; truth is odious to us.” 

The Count d’Ache, belides detaining 
Monlieur de Leguille, took upon him to 
fend to Pondichery but a million of his money, 
and that by a little frigate, which came to 
anchor before that place the 21ft of Decem- 
ber 1758. Confequently, Monlieur 'de 'Le- 
guille might have reached Madras before 
the liege of it was begun. Ought not Count 
Lally be difpenfed from alledging any more 
particulars in his defence ? 

On the arrival of this million of livres. 
Count Lally refolves to befiege Madras in 
C 2 form!, 
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form ; pays the European and Black troops 
half a month’s pay, that remained due to 
them for the month of November; and 
opens the trenches the 6th of January 

1759 - 

Count Lally attacked Madras with 2700 
Europeans. As to the Blacks, they go for 
nothing at lieges in the Indies. Befides, the 
Englilh had 5000 Blacks, headed by 200 
Europeans, who were mailers of the open 
country, and fufficient to keep in play the 
Blacks under Count Lally. 

Madras was garrifoned by 5000 men, of 
which 1600 were regular troops ; 400 fer- 
vants of the Company, or inhabitants and in- 
valids fit for fervice ; and 3000 fepoys, al- 
lowed, behind a wall, equal to Europeans, 
Madras in Europe would pafs for a fecond- 
rate fortification. It had, befides, a free com- 
munication with the fca, and was kept con- 
llantly fupplied with provifions by the 
Dutch. 

The Englilh army, which Hill kept the 
field, made four attempts to raife the liege, 
but was as often repulfed with lofs ; and after 
the laltrepulfe never appeared again. 


In 
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In fpite of the unikilfulnefs of Mon- 
fieur Dure, who commanded the artillery 
without knowing any thing of the matter. 
Count Lally found means to make a breach 5 
and then, in fpite of the intrigues of this fame 
Monfieur Dure, fupported by fome of the 
principal officers, to difguft and difhearten 
the foldiers, made all the neceffaiy difpo- 
litions for forming the place, when fix Eng- 
lilh vefiels, with refrelhments and fix hun- 
dred men of Draper’s regiment, 5 came to an 
anchor in the road of it, and determined 
Count Lally to march back to Arcot with 
an army, that had received no pay for fix 
weeks ; had but four days provifion left 5 had 
but ten tuns of powder itfelf ; and had left 
the garrifon of Pondichery but fifteen to de- 
fend themfelves with. 

The arrears for the month of November, 
the prefent pay for December, with the ex- 
traordinary expences attending the liege, had, 
as one may eafily guefs, exhaufted more than 
the million lately arrived from the Madagaf- 
car Illands. The officers had nothing left for 
their fubfiftence but the common allowance of 
rice and meat; and this, too, they were obliged 
to lhare with the foldiers. The European 
cavalry threatened openly, in cafe they were 
not paid, to go over to the enemy, fo that 
C 3 Count 
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Count Lally, in his return to Arcot, found 
himfelf obliged to make a collection, at a mi- 
nute’s warning, of 1500 rupees, or 3600 
livres, to appeafe them. 

Count Lally, on his arrival at Arcot, gives 
Moniieur de Leyrit, and the council of Pon- 
dichery, an account of the great extremities, 
to which his army was reduced. They, in 
anfwer, after deliberating upon his letter, ac-r 
quaint him, that they are truly fenfible of 
the wretchednefs of his fituation j that he 
muft not, however, depend upon any kind of 
affiflance from them ; but muft find fublift- 
ence fword in hand, in the country he had 
conquered, the lands of the Company being 
entirely exhauiled. 

Count Lally puts his army into quarters of 
cantonment ; and, certainly, after a march of 
one hundied and fifty leagues, three lieges, 
and eight battles, during an uninterrupted 
campaign of ten months, it muft be allowed to 
have wanted fome repole. This done, he 
makes over the command cf it to the Che- 
valier deSoupire, and fetsout fqr Pondichery, 

Six weeks after the railing of the liege 
of Madras, the Englilh, who had been aL 
ready reinforced bv fix hundred men, are re- 
cruited by iix hundred more from Europe. 

Upon 
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Upon this they take the field, and march 
againft the Chevalier de Soupire,who abandon’s 
the poll of Conjeveram to them, with all the 
conquefts made by Count Lally on the left 
banks of the Paliar. By this means the de- 
pendencies of Arcot, from which alone the 
army could expert fubliftence, are reduced 
to two paraganas or manors on the right 
banks. 

The Englifh fquadron was likewife arrived, 
though not a word could be heard of that of 
the Count d’Ache. After this unfortunate ex- 
pedition, the Chevalier deSoupire returned to 
Pondichery, and has not ferved fince. 

At this very juncture. Count Lally is feized 
by a diforder, which made it neceflary to keep 
removing him continually from one part of 
the country to another, though with little 
hopes, for five months together, of his getting 
the better of it. But, in fpite of all his pains and 
all his weaknefs, he forms a fcheme for taking 
the fort of Thiagar to the fouth of Pondichery, 
which was looked upon as impregnable ; and is 
fortunate enough to fucceed in the enterprife. 

All this time, though he could not pay the 
foldiers, he contrived to find them fubliftence. 
The officers, obliged to live upon credit, had 
almoft all of them flocked to Pondichery ; 

C 4 and. 
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and, indeed, it would have been unreafonable 
to inlift on their remaining with their re- 
fpedUve corps. 

Part of the foldiers having mutinied, and 
deferted their colours to go over to the ene- 
my, the officers purfue them ; and, coming 
up with them within three leagues of the ene- 
mies quarters, have the good fortune to pre- 
vail on them to return to their own. The 
formers pretended that they were in advance 
with regard to Moniieur de Leyrit, and re- 
fufed paying a farthing towards an allowance 
of ha If pay to the foldiers, with which they 
were prevailed upon to be fatisfied. 

In this extremity, Count Lally, unable to 
make the gentlemen of the council enter into 
the neceffities of the troops, takes it into»his 
head to profit by the frauds committed by 
their dobachies, or valets de chambre; and, 
with this view, impofes a fine of 31 2,000 livres 
on three of them, who ufed to difpofe amongft 
thcmfelves of all the rents of the Company in 
the receipt of Monfieur de Leyrit ; and the 
pooreft of whom was worth above a million 
of livres in ready money. We may judge of 
the matters by the men. One of them be- 
longed to Monfieur de. Leyrit. This fine, 
which Count Lally threatened to double in 
cafe of delay, is paid into the treafury within 

five 
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five days, and ferves to keep the troops 
within bounds till the arrival of the fquadron. 

Count d’Ache, at length, after an abfence 
of thirteen months, arrives in fight of Pon- 
dichery the 17th of September 1759, af- 
ter a third battle on his appearing on the 
coaft, and in which he was worfied as ufual. 

On his coining to anchor in the road, that 
very fame day, the 17th of September, he 
writes to Count Lally, that he was willing to 
Jet him have fome money that was on board 
his fquadron, and likewife fome men; but 
that was all ; and that, the day following, he 
fhould fet fail again for the Madagafcar Iflands, 
concerned that he could not fo much as have 
an interview with him. 

Now this fum, which the Count d’Ache 
condefcended to let Count Lally have, con- 
fifted of four hundred and fome odd thoufand 
livres in piaftres, and about as much more in 
diamonds, the produce of an Englifh prize, 
and’which, happily, the Englifh bought three 
months after at invoice price ; this fum was in 
part payment of the two millions ftopt by him 
the year before at the Madagafcar Iflands ; 
one of which would have then enabled Count 
JLally to take Madras, 
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The enemy was then in full march to at- 
tack the army, under the walls of Vandiwafh, 
commanded by a Captain of Count Lai- 
ty’s regiment. Meffieurs Landevifiau, de 
Huffy, Dure, and Fumel, thought proper to 
wait the event in a whole £kin at Pondichery. 
Some fubaltern officers repaired to the army, 
with the Intendant at their head, who was 
made prifoncr in the addon. 

This unexpected meffage from the Count 
d’Ache throws the whole colony into the ut- 
rnoft confternation. Count Lally, who was 
not as yet able to crawl, diipatches on board 
him all his principal officers, and even the 
Chaplain of his own regiment, in whofe ho- 
linefs the Count d’Ache placed a Angular 
confidence, to engage him to fufpend the exe- 
cution of fo fatal a refolution. But nothing 
can move him. Monfieur de Leyrit calls 
a council, and father Lavour draws up in it 
a very pathetic and forcible letter, which they 
immediately fign and fepd to him. In fine, on 
his refilling to comply with their demand, 
Monfieur de Leyrit again affembles the 
council, and with them the whole nation, 
who fign an unanimous proteft againft the 
fudden departure of the Count d’Ache, ren- 
dering him alone answerable for the lofs of Pon- 
dichery, and threatening to reclaim the King’s 
iufiice againft: him. 


The 
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The Count d’Ache had already fet fail; 
but, the winds and currents haring driven 
him to the northward, the proteft overtook 
him at fea. Upon this, he returned to Pon-* 
dichery, fpent feven days there, and then 
again fet fail for the Madagafcar I ilan ds, 
promifing to be back again early the next 
year. But from that day to the furrender 
,pf Pondichery, fixteen months after, they 
never heard a tittle of him, 


But, another very ftrange, and almoft in-* 
credible, circumftance in the departure of 
the Count d’Ache is, that, being informed 
by Count Lally, whilft he was preparing to 
put to fea, that the army had juft obtained 
a compleat victory, and requeued to fuf- 
pend his departure for the Madagafcar If* 
lands, that he might at lead: be able to cany 
the particulars of it there, and from thence 
forward them to Europe, he fcarce conde- 
scended to return Count Lally his complin 
ments, but went on with his preparations, 
and put to fea, without exprefling the lead: 
curiofity concerning an event, which, were 
it not for this fudden deflation of the fqua- 
dron, would have made all the Princes of the 
country declare in our favour. It looks, 
in a word, as if, during Count Lally’s day 
in the Indies, he, the Count d’Ache, and 

Monlieur 



2 § 


MEMOIRS OF 


Monfieur de Leyrit, ferved three different 
mafters. Unhappily, Count Lally could do 
nothing without the two others; he could 
do nothing without money to pay his troops, 
and fhips to favour their operations. 

Upon this the council of Pondichery dif- 
patch one of the Company’s under mer- 
chants into Europe to inform the Governors, 
that, without fpeedy fuccours, Pondichery 
mull fall into the hands of the Englifh. 
And here it is to be remembered, that, a 
month before Count Lally’s arrival in the 
Indies, tin's fame council had written to thcfe 
Governors, that, let them fend what veflels or 
troops they would, it would be all to no pur- 
pofe, unlefs they fent with them ten millions 
of livres, at leaft, in fpecie. The fqua- 
dron they fent came, notwithstanding, with- 
out this fum, and afterwards abandoned the 
Indies. Yet now people are furprifed, that 
Count Lally, without money or fhips, fhould 
not be able, alone, to defend that place, but 
for the fpace of three years. This expecta- 
tion is furely unjuft to the laft degree. 

The Count d’Ache had brought Count 
Lally difpatches from the Court and the 
Company, enjoining him to examine the 

adminiftration 
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adminiftration of the council of Pondichery ; 
andj above all things, to put a flop to the bad 
ufe the Governors made of their authority. 
Thefe injunctions to Count Lally were 
accompanied by the fevereft reprimands and 
threats, on the part of the Company, againft 
the council itfelf. 

From the day thefe reprimands and threats 
reached the council, which hitherto had 
lived in the greateft harmony with Count 
Lally, and had been conftantly making re- 
prefentations and exhibiting complaints , to 
him againft the adminiftration of Monlieur 
de Leyrit, they abandoned Count Lally to join 
Monlieur de Leyrit, and made a common 
caufe with the latter againft the former. 

The Court had juft recalled all the prin- 
cipal officers of the army. Monlieur de Bully 
was named to the fupreme command, in 
cafe of the death or ficknels of Count Lally. 
This is a circumftance we muft not lofe 
fight of. 

Count Lally, who at this juncture was re- 
covering his ftrength, daily expected the ar- 
rival of Baflaletzingue, brother of Salabet- 
zingue, fovereign of all the country, 
with a body' of 12,000 men. This Prince 
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•was already come one hundred leagues td 
join the Count, and was within five and thirty 
leagues of his army, when he required of the 
Count to fend an officer of diftinftion with 
a. detachment of Europeans to meet him, and 
facilitate their junction. Count Lally chofe 
Monfieur de Buffy for this purpofe* 

Monfieur de Buffy, inftead of remaining, 
according to orders, but' four and twenty 
hours, at the army, where he was to call for 
his detachment, does not leave it till the fifth 
day* He again flops eight days at another 
place but ten leagues from the army. At 
length, he joins Baffaletzingue j but, by a 
fatality which Count Laliy cannot as yet ac- 
count for, returns without that Prince, the 
junction of whom, or even a diverfion made 
by him, would have obliged the enemy to 
fell back upon Madras. Inftead of him. 
Monfieur de Buffy brings Count Lally a 
Black Chief, who had been formcrly 
his Secretary, at the head of 1 8 do Blacks, 
who had ferved , under him in the Decan, 
and now demanded with menaces a fum 
of about two millions of livres, which 
Monfieur de Buffy infifted was juftly due 
to them; at the fame time, requefting 
Count Lally, though he knew he could not 
command two thoufand fols, to let them 

have 
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have one million on account, and engage the 
Company for the other. 

The day but one after Monlieur de BulTy's 
departure from the army to go and meet 
Baflaletzingue, all the foldiers of that army 
take to their arms, defert their colours, feize 
on the field artillery, chufe themfelves com- 
manders from amongft their ferjeants, and 
go and encamp a league from their old 
quarters on the road to the enemy. 

Monlieur de Leyrit owed the foldiers ten 
months half pay ; and fome perfons had 
found means to inftill into them, that Count 
Lally had, five days before, received their 
pay from the Count d’Ache ; that he was 
freighting a veflH to carry with him into 
Europe the money and the diamonds which 
the Count d’Ache had put into his hands; 
and that he would be replaced by a Monlieur 
de Godeheu, who would pay the fcore due 
to them with a wet finger. It is well known, 
with what rapidity reports of this kind gene- 
rally take with foldiers. At the fame time, there 
was difperfed amongft them an account of the 
produce of the taxes and fines, which Count 
Lally had levied on the European and Black 
inhabitants of Pondichery. In a word, the 
foldiers were made as well acquainted with 
tile amount of the revenues of the colony as 
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the council of Ppndichery themfelves could 
wilh to be ; and fignified it to Count Lally, 
threatening him at the fame time with the 
moft terrible confequences, if he did not do 
them immediate juftice. 

But it was Monlieur de Leyrit, who 
had received the money brought by the 
Count d’Ache, which they were now con- 
verting at the mint into the currency of the 
country. The fame Monlieur de Leyrit had 
ftill in his hands the box of diamonds brought 
by the fame commander. He knew, that 
Count Lally, then at death’s door, had no 
thoughts of freighting a veffel to carry him 
to Europe. All Count Lally can add is, that 
Monlieur de Leyrit and the council having 
promifed him, on the receipt of this ftrange 
piece of news, to write to the army to un- 
deceive the foldiers neglected it notwith- 
standing ; that they did not contribute a 
lingle penny to the collection made by 
Count Lally in the town of Pondichery, to 
appeafe the foldiers till their pay could be got 
ready at the mint, whereas he contributed 
all the money he had left, amounting to 
50,000 livres; that tliefe foldiers, after re- 
ceiving two thirds of what was due to them, 
and allowing twenty days for the payment 
of the remainder, did not confent, after five 
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days of negotiation, to return to their co- 
lours, but on condition of receiving an am- 
nefty from the council, which this council 
was not afhamed nor afraid to grant them. 
We fhall not here enter into Monfieur 
de Bully’s conduct, who, inftead of march- 
ing dire&ly to join BalTaletzingue, thought 
proper to wait and fee the ilfue of this 
mutiny before he fet out. The whole Indies 
know what happened ten years before* 
when Monfieur d’Auteuil commanded there, 
and all his officers deferted him in fight of the 
enemy. The fa St, in itfelf, deferves the moft 
ferious attention. 

If all thefe intrigues j if all the enormi- 
ties which followed them, and which fhall 
be developed in a fummary way ; if an at- 
tempt upon the life of Count Lally, and that 
of the Intendant of the army, appear mere 
accidents, arid the fimple effects of chance 5 
it is to no purpofe for Count Lally to fay a 
word more in his defence. But his judges 
will liften to him, becaufe they are his 
judges. 

Count Lally, in expectation of Baffaletzin- 
gue’s arrival, had alfembled his army under 
Arcot ; and had detatched from it the bat- 
talion of the Indies, which already began to 
foment a fecond revolt on account of the de- 
D lay 
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lay made in paying the third ttill due tp 
the foldiers, for want of a purchafer 
for the diamonds. But, as there did not re- 
main a Angle horfeman in the army, and 
Monfieur de Butty’s abfence, which Ihould 
have been but eight or ten days at moft, 
turned out two and forty; the Englifh, 
taking advantage of the impottibility Gount 
Lally was under of taking the field without 
a body of horfe, made themfelves matters of 
Vandiwalh, without its being in his power 
to give the garrifon any aflittance. 

As foon as Count Lally heard that Battsc- 
letzingue was not coming, he made what 
liatte he could, in concert with Monfieur 
de Leyrit, to conclude a treaty with a Mo- 
ratio Chief for a body of 2000 horfe 5 
and with this body, joined by another of 
5800 Blacks belonging to Monfieur de 
Butty, and which went by the name of 
Butty’s army, he refolved to keep the field, 
and encamped oppottfe to the Englifh, from 
which nothing feparated him but the fandy 
bed of the Paliar, then without water. 

Count Lally and Monfieur dc Butty- were 
In Arcot, and lodged in the fame houfe. 
Father Lavaur had placed a Jefuit, called 
Saint-Eftevan, with Monfieur de Butty-, in 
quality of his fecretary ; and Monfieur de 
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Bully made this Father fleep in the fame 
room with him. 

This wretch forms a fcheme for making 
the army mutiny a fecond time againft Count 
Laljy. At the ehd of eight days, he quits 
Monfieur de Bully’s apartment to take up 
his quarters in the center of the regiment of 
Lorrain, which lay encamped a quarter of a 
league from Arcot, on pretence of preach- 
ing a million there ; and he, in fadt, preaches 
one. But all his text was the fuccefs and riches 
that would follow the army, did Monfieur 
de Bufly command it in chief, as he was a 
man of God, and all in God ; thefe were his 
common expreffions. He reproached Count 
Lally with not attacking the Englilh, which 
Monfieur de Bufly, he added, would have 
routed long ago, had he commanded them 
in chief. He pioufiy infinuated to the fol- 
diers, that Cdunt Lally mull have an under* 
Handing with the Englilh, lince he had not 
as yet attacked them. 

Monfieur de Bufly was, at the fame time, 
conftantly writing from his apartment to 
Count Lally, who occupied that immediately 
over it, that he would not have him by any 
means rilk a battle. 
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Father Saint-Eflevan, finding that his 
tniffion was not attended with the fudden con- 
verfions he expected, takes into his head to 
write to the officer who commanded in 
Arcot, and tells- him, that he was loth to 
inform Count Lally of the difcourfes he had 
heard in the army to his prejudice ; that the belt 
name the foldiers gave him Was that of 'Traitor j 
that he was even under apprehenfions for 
his life, but that it was not proper he himfelf 
(Father Saint-Eftevan) fhould be the perfon 
to acquaint him with it; he concluded by 
advifing Count Lally to throw up the com- 
mand of an army fo much indifpofed againft 
him. 

The Commandant of Arcot fends this letter 
to Count Lally, whom the officers of the 
regiment of Lorrain had already made ac- 
quainted with the underhand operations of 
this Monk. Count Lally, however, con- 
tents himfelf with ordering him back im- 
mediately to his convent at Pondichery, 
where he took it for granted he muft be al- 
ready arrived, when, the third day after, 
part of the army, being, on a march, obliged 
to take a fliort cut crofs the country, find 
him alone in conference with Monfieur do 
Bully in a pagoda that flood by itfclf in the 
middle of the fields. This fecond fault 
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Count Lally Is likewife pleafed to overlook 
Yet this Monk, when arrived at Pondicherv. 
endeavours to propagate from the pulpit 
the morals he found himfelf unable to in- 
troduce in the army, all the while writing 
to Count Lally, that he could not conceive 
by what means he had incurred his dif- 
pleafure, unlefs by fometimes faying, but 
merely by way of converfation, that it were 
to be wifhed, he had remained at Pon- 
dichery, and from thence ifiued his orders 
to the army. This confeffion is rather in- 
difcreet, and might be made a proof, were 
not Count Lally provided with others in 
writing. 

Count Lally, though in prefence of the 
Englilh, contrives to gain a march upon 
them, and make himfelf mafter of the 
magazines that lay behind them ; and, hav- 
ing by this means difabled them from keep- 
ing the field forfome days, lie falls back fud- 
denlv upon Vandiwalh $ carries the Black 
Town fword in hand ; and charges Monfieur 
Dure with the attack of the fort, under cover 
of the army commanded by himfelf. 

Two months before this, the Engliflihad 
contented tlicmfehes with firing from behind 
a muzzle high parapet, without any embra- 
zurcs upon this fort with three pieces of cannon 5 
and vet made themfelves mafters of it in iix 
D 3 
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and thirty hours. Monfieur Dure can make 
nothing of it in feven days ; and thereby gives 
the Englilh, twice ftronger in Europeans than 
Count Lally, time to repair their Ioffes, and 
march to the affiftance of the garrifon. 

Count Lally, obliged to fall back upon 
Pondichery, or rilk a battle, refolves upon 
the latter. He fets out to meet the Englilh, and 
attacks them in their march ; hut is repulfed 
and beat, the 22d of January 1760. The 
lofs of men, however, was pretty equal on 
both fides. Monfieur de Bully was the only 
prifoner made by the Englilh. His Black 
army refufed to fight ; and the fuccefs of the 
battle would have been doubtful, if Count 
Lally ’s European cavalry had not refufed to 
follow him to the charge of the enemy’s left 
wing, which began to give way. Count 
Lally contented himfelf with fufpending one 
of the commanders, and referring the pu- 
nilhment of the other to the council of Pondi-. 
chery, which broke him. 

It is more than probable, that, had the 
Englilh immediately fallen on Pondichery, 
they would have carried that place in eight 
days. There was not a lingle grain of rice in 
It. All the letters, intreaties, orders, and me- 
naces, which for two years paft Count 'Lally 
had been ufing with Monfieur de Leyrit, had 
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not fuccefs enough to engage him to eftablifh 
a Angle magazine there. Neverthelefs, this 
was his principal duty, he being the only per- 
fon the fanners accounted with for the 
crops, and incomes of the fettlement, the At- 
tendant himfelf being fubordinate to him in 
thefe matters. 

Count Laily, reduced to the defending, 
as long as he could, the approaches to Pon- 
dichery, encamped with his army at the 
diftance of four leagues from it, in the way 
by which the Englifh muft march to attack 
it, in order to cover the tranfportation of 
grain to it from the fouth. It was now har- 
veft. In the mean time the Englilh were 
attacking a little fort feven leagues from 
Pondichery, where an officer of Count Tally's 
regiment, who commanded there, ftopt them 
nine days. 

The European cavalry, to whom a 
month’s pay was due, encouraged by the re- 
membrance of what had happened three 
inonths before at Vandiwafh, have recourfe 
to the fame expedient to obtain fatisfa&ion. 
They found to horfe ; file off by the road 
leading to the enemy, all to one company 
commanded by a gentleman called des Gras, 
whom the Chevalier de la Fare had brought 
with him from Europe, and who was not a 
D 4 man 
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man to connive at practices of this kind fo 
common in the Indies ; for it is to be ob- 
ferved, that it is the Captains who, in that 
country, have the handling of the troopers 
pay, and engage at an exorbitant price for 
the fubfiftence of their horfes, for which, 
in time of peace, as well as war, they are 
allowed no lefs than ioo livres a month per 
horfe. A detachment runs after the deferters; 
overtakes them at three leagues from the 
camp ; and brings them all back, except 
feventeen, who, with their arms and horfes, 
go over to the enemy. 

A month after this battle, on the 24th of 
February, Admiral Cornifh appears on the 
coaft with four fhips of the line from Europe, 
and on the 28 th comes to an anchor in the 
road of Madras. On tire 17th of March 
he appears with his fquadron in the road of 
Pondichery. 

In the mean time, the Englifh army was 
drawing nearer and nearer to Pondichery 
Count Lally, to be at hand to protect it 
againft any attempts of the fquadron, and 
at the fame time obftrudl the march of the 
army, had iucceffivcly fallen back from 
place to place, and now occupied an advan- 
tageous poll in the way of the Kngliih to Pon- 
dichery, at two leagues dillance from it. 

On 
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On the appearance of Admiral Cornifh’s 
fquadron, Count Lally, who daily expelled 
Count d’Ache’s* according to the -pro- 
mife that commander had given him, on his 
failing for the Madagafcar Iflands the year 
before, fearing left the Englilh fquadron 
lhould, in concert with the Englifh army, 
make fome attempt upon the place, before 
the arrival of the French fquadron, takes it 
into his head to draw up on the beach, in 
fight of the former, all the Europeans of the 
fettlement,who were moft of them by this time 
in military uniforms. To thofe, who were not, 
and had not wherewith to purchafe them, he 
orders cloth to be diflributed for that pur- 
pofe ; he then proclaims a general review to be 
made under the walls on the fea fide, on the 
2oth of March, by all the European inhabi- 
tants without diftindtion, the gentlemen of 
the council, and the clergy, only excepted. 

As Count Lally was preparing, to repair to 
the review, in company with Monfieur de 
Leyrit, he fees two hundred and fifty of the 
Company’s inferior fervants, all in arms, enter 
the court before his apartment in a tumul- 
tuous manner, in order to let him know, that 
it was no part of their duty to pafs in review, 
or go beyond the walls of the place ; that all 
the military fervice they were bound to was 
that of defending the caftle, in which the 
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archives of the Company were kept} tha 
they knew no fuperior in the Indies but Moh 
fieur de Leyrit ; that if he. Count Lally, hat 
a mind to fee them, he might come down inti 
the court ; that, in a word, they would no 
obey, and would not repair to the place o 
rendezvous. 

When this happened, there was not a fingh 
fbldier within the walls. But Count Lally im- 
mediately difpatched one of his Aid de Camp: 
for a company of grenadiers belonging to the 
regiment of Lorrain ; and, to gain time, fen: 
Monfieur de Leyrit down into the court, to ha- 
rangue to the mutineers. Monfieur de Leyrit, 
who pretehds to know nothing of this fcheme, 
which had been concerted the evenihg before, 
orders them to obey, and offers to march on 
foot, at their head, to the place of rendez- 
vous. But all he fays fignifics nothing. Thfc 
Lorrain grenadiers arriving in the mean 
time-. Count Lally orders the Company's 
fervants to be difarmed, and fends them all 
home. The day following, he banifhes two 
of the moft feditious to places twelve leagues 
from Pondichery, and to a place at four 
leagues di fiance Monfieur la Sellc, a gen- 
tleman of the council, who, though the laft 
of that body, had taken upon him to be the 
mouth of thcfe mutineers. 


From 



COUNT LALLY. 43 

From this time, Pondichery, without men, 
without money, without fhips, and even with- 
out provifions, might be given up for loft, 
its council had , pulled off. the malk, and 
thought of nothing but how to ward off the 
imputation of mal-adminiftration and want of 
good will, of which they were afraid Count 
Lally might accufe them to their mafters, by 
throwing it all upon himfelf. They {pent 
their whole time in nocturnal affemblies, and 
in projecting memorials to the Court. Mon- 
fieur Courtin, one of the heads of this 
cabal, glories, in his depofition, that, from 
the month of May, he never ceafed impor- 
tuning Monfieur de Leyrit to fet about a me- 
morial againft Count Lally. One Dumont, 
Monfieur de Leyrit’s agent at Nega-patnam, 
wrote to him to be reconciled to the council, 
and draw up a joint memorial with them, 
which he would take care to forward to 
Europe, In a word, they deliberated in one 
of thefe aflemblies, whether a fcurrilous let- 
ter fhould not be written by the council to 
Count Lally, to let him know, in exprels 
terms, that he might exped the mqft fatal con- 
fequences, if he continued to give Monfieur 
de Leyrit any more uneafinefs. 

But Monfieur Courtin carries his candour 
ftill farther, in his depofition againft Count 
Lally. He therein exprefsly declares, that 

the 
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the Count placed an entire confidence in him ; 
that he frequently fpent whole days with 
him ; and that in thofe moments, in which 
Count Lally, giving way to the overflowings 
of his heart, ufed to conjure him, with tears 
in his eyes, to aflift him, and intereft himl'elf 
in the fiate of the expiring Pondichery, he 
ufed at the fame time to make him acquainted 
with tire grounds of his difgufl: at Monfieur de 
Leyrit’s behaviour ; and he adds in his depo- 
iition, that, as Count Lally had not required fe- 
crecy of him, with regard to what he thus con- 
fidentially J, aid to him, he made it his regular 
pradice, on leaving Count Lally ’s apartment, 
to wait upon Monfieur de Leyrit, and repeat 
to him, word by word, what he had heard 
from Count Lally ’s mouth ; recommending 
to him, at the fame time, to draw up a me- 
morial againft Count Lally. This fad is in- 
conteftible. Is it poffible for a man to acknow- 
ledge hiinfelf in clearer and more exprefs 
terms the greatcii lcoundrel living? Yet this 
Monfieur Courtin was confiantly trumpeting 
himfelf as the honefteft member of the council 
of Pondichery. He has even dared to fay 'at 
his confrontation, that he thought a difference 
ihoukl be made between him and his fellow 
counfellors. 


It is true, thatMonfieurMoracin, convidcd 
of perjury at his confrontation, to no lei's than 
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foul* different fads, did not fhew himfelf a man 
of feverer morals than Monfieur Courtin, 
when he wrote to Count Lally, that a man 
might have very little honefty without being 
a knave. 

Is it any way furprifing, that Count Lally, 
having to deal with men of this kidney, 
fhouid have met with contradiction and op- 
pofition to all the meafures he was for taking 
to prevent, or at leaft retard, the fall of 
Pondichery ? 

While the Englifh army was employed in 
mattering the little pofts, ftill held by the 
French, to the north of Pondichery, Admi- 
ral Corniih’s fquadron attacked Karical to 
the fouth, which was now defended by the 
fame officer of the Company’s, who had given 
up Chandernagor. Monfieur de Leyrit had 
obliged Count Lally to take the command 
of this place from an officer of the King’s 
troops, and give it to this officer of the 
Company’s, in order, he faid, to avoid dis- 
putes with the counfellor who prelided there. 
But this officer of the Company’s did not fb 
much as wait for the enemy’s bringing their 
cannon before it. Immediately on . their 
fending him a few bombs, he delivered up 
the place ; a place wanting for nothing, and 
the only one fortified in the manner of 

Europe, 
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Europe, that the Company had in the Indies. 
Accordingly, he was broke and degraded by a 
court martial. The truth is, he deferved death. 

After this operation, the Engliih made 
themfelves mafters of Valdore. Count 
Laily, encamped over againft them, two 
leagues from Pondichery, by his good coun* 
tenance prevented their making any other 
motion for three months together ; and there- 
by gained time for introducing into the place 
about three thoufand oxen and fheep, befides 
a fufficient quantity of rice to fubiift the 
garrifon for fix months. No one could con- 
ceive at this time, for it was now April, 
that the French fquadron had totally deferted 
Pondichery. 

While Count Laily was keeping the Eng- 
lifh at bay, he contrived to conclude a treaty 
with a Myforean Chief, by which this 
Chief bound himfelf to introduce into Pon- 
dichery three thoufand oxen, with a propor- 
tionable quantity of rice and butter, in con- 
fideration of the French ceding to him the 
fort of Thiagar, adjoining to his territories, 
which Count Laily had conquered the year 
before. But the council of Pondichery op- 
pofed and traverfed this treaty. Monfieur 
de Lcyrit made it his bufinels to fend Count 
Laliv anonymous letters, which he faid had 

been 
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been fent himfelf, to inform, him that thefb 
Myforeans had not one thoufand four 
hundred effective horfe. They arrive, how- 
ever, with all their cavalry in Count Lally’s 
camp, in order to fign the treaty. But the 
council of Pondichery give them to under- 
lland, that the moment Count Lally’s back, 
who was but a- palfenger, ihould be turned, 
they would break the treaty between him 
and them. Upon this, the IVIyforeans re- 
fufe to conclude the treaty with Count Lally, 
unlefs the council of Pondichery give them 
a promife in writing, that they will abide 
by the conditions of it, though Count Lally 
Ihould be recalled. 

This was the firft inftance feen in the. In- 
dies of the Blacks of the country refufing to 
acknowledge a Commander in chief, and 
treat with him alone. The council, of Pon- 
dichery meet ; and reflecting on the ill con- 
fequences, with which this their foleam re- 
fufal of the means to retard the lofs of Pon- 
dichery might be attended to themfelves, 
fign the promife the Myforeans required. 
But behold the cunning of the men ! They 
at the lame time draw up, in fecret, a verbal 
procels of the tranfaCtion, and proteft againft 
their own ad. It is this very council, that 
has fworn to the truth of this affair in a 
court of juft ice. Count Lally knew nothing 

at 
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at that time of what they were doing ; and 
he is ftill ignorant of their motives for doing 
what they have done.- 

One thing is certain, and that is, that 
thefe cabals of the council of Pondichery 
created fo much jealoufy in the minds of the 
Myforeans, that, the very day after the 
treaty was figned, they defer ted Count Lally 
in the night, and fet out for their own 
country. 

Count Lally fends mefienger upon mef- 
fenger after them. They are overtaken at 
fifteen leagues difiance, and, after a nego- 
tiation of twenty days, prevailed on to re- 
turn. 

Thefe Myforeans, to the number of 2700 
horfe and foot, fet out from Thiagar with be- 
tween eleven and twelve hundred oxen. On the 
road, they meet with a detachment of the ene- 
my, through which they are obliged to fight 
their way. Two thirds of their convoy difap- 
pear during the engagement. They arrive at a 
league of Pondichery with between three and 
four hundred oxen, which the Intendant and 
the Clerk named for that purpofe by Mon- 
fieur de Leyrit bring into the town, with one 
hundred, or one hundred and fifty crocks of 
naantegue, or butter of the country. ' 


But 
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But how are thefe tricks and cabals of the 
council of Pondichery, to be reconciled with 
what the members of it now dcpofe* 
They lay* that thefe very Myforeans, who, 
they allow, they did' not chufe Ihould come 
to Pondichery to fave that place, might have 
faved it, notwithflanding. They fay, that 
thefe very Myforeans, who, according to 
themfelves, did not amount to 1400 men, 
when Count Lally was for their coming* 
came, however, to the number of 4000. 
They fay, that thefe 4000 men might have 
beat the enemy, who had in their camp 
10,000 to oppofe to them* They fay, more- 
over, that 400 Europeans had nothing to fear 
from 20,000 of thefe Myforeans. Now 
the Englifh had 5000 Europeans! There 
is not a iingle tittle of what the council 
has depofed concerning thefe Myforeans* 
that is not a moll bare-faced lye or ab- 
furdity* 

The Myforeans never encamped on the 
glacis of Pondichery ; they never received 
any fupplies of rice from it ; they continued 
in the neighbourhood of it but fevcn and 
twenty days. Count Lally marched twice 
at their head to reconnoitre the enemy ; 
and twice, at the firing of the firfi: mulket, 
they fled, and left him alone with his guards 
E in 
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in the midfl of the plain. Count Lally em- 
ployed them a third time ; he fent out with 
them all his European cavalry ; but, inftead 
of marching to the place of their deftina- 
tion, they turned another way with thefe Eu- 
ropean cavalry, which never returned, leav- 
ing their baggage behind them in the care 
of their louchards or riding fervants who, feven 
days after, on hearing that their matters were 
fafely arrived with the European cavalry at 
Gingce, twelve leagues from Pondichery, fet 
out by night, and without Count Lally’s 
knowing any thing of the matter, to join 
them. 

The truth is, the object of the treaty made 
with thefe Myforeans was to victual Pon- 
dichery. Troops of this kind do not fo 
much as appear in battle, where there arc 
any Europeans to be dealt with. 

The truth is, their Chief did not confent 
to this treaty, of which he bore the whole ex- 
pence, (a thing never before known of in the 
Indies) till Count Lally told him, that he daily 
expe<Sled a formidable fquadron to fecond 
his operations ; but feeing nothing of the 
fquadron,, though the monfoon was on the 
turn, and fearing the refentment of the 
Englilh, who, in cafe the French fquadron 
did not arrive, mutt be-fpeedily matters of the 

whole 



COUNT LALLY. 


5 * 

whole country, he recalled his troops, on 
pretence that he was himfelf attacked in his 
own territories* This is what he wrote to 
Count Lally. It is not, therefore, any ill 
treatment given by Count Lally to thefe 
Myforeans, that made them abandon- Pon- 
dichery, as depofed by the council of that 
place. Thefe Myforeans, therefore, did 
not fulfil the conditions of their treaty by 
coming to Pondichery with the provifions, 
with which they had agreed to fupply it, 
iince they gave up the fort of Thiagar, (the 
price ftipulated for thefe provifions) when they 
retired. What are we to think of the .council 
of Pondichery after all thefe fhifts and turns ? 

Eight days after the departure of thefe 
Myforeans, Count Lally refolved-' on an- 
other bold broke, which was to attack, in 
the night between the 2d and 3d of Septem- 
ber, the whole Englifh army. And, .as the 
refult of all the fecret affembiies held by 
the council of Pondichery, and all. the. let- 
ters iflued by thefe affembiies, were handed 
about the Englifh camp, under the title of 
remonftrances, even before they reached 
Count Lally, he took upon him to make, 
alone, the difpofition for this attack, which 
he now fubmits to the judgment of perfons 
well acquainted with the nature of fuch enter- 
prifes. He let the gates be fhut at the ufual 
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hour, and afterwards had them opened foi* 
himfelf only, and repaired to the army. To 
all the principal officers he gave in writing 
circumftantial inftrudtions. 

The attack was to be made on three fides 
3t the fame time, on the firing of two rockets 
from the roof of the Jefuits church. 

The rockets are fired. Count Lally ’s right 
carries a little redoubt defended by two can- 
non, which covered the enemies left. 

The center, where Count Lally com- 
manded in perfon, attacks the center of the 
enemy,' where the Englifh General had an 
opportunity given him of uniting his whole 
ftrength ; the battalion of India, which formed 
Count Lally ’s left, having, inftead of at- 
tacking the enemies right, thought proper to 
fell back, and wheel behind Count Lally ’s 
center. By this means the attack mif- 
carries. 

And here it is proper to obferve, that 
the troops of the Company never fought in 
the Indies, but when plunder was to be got 
by fighting; and they could expedt none 
by fighting Europeans. In thefe famous 
campaigns, fo thick ftudded with victories, 
which Mefiieurs de Bully' and Moracin. 
caufcd to be fo loudly trumpeted in the Ga- 
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zettes of Europe, they had none but Blacks 
to deal with. Thefe campaigns were, at 
bottom, no better than progrefles, in which 
the Commander fent detachments to the 
right and left of his rout to levy on the 
Princes of the country heavy contributions, 
half of which, and fometimes a farthing, 
were not brought to the Company’s ac- 
count. 

Thefe victories may be eftimated by the 
printed memorial, which Moniieur Courtin 
publilhed about a year ago. Moniieur Cour- 
tin tells us, that with 8 lame Europeans he 
has had to engage from 200 to 2000 Blacks; 
and that he, at length, fought his way, by the 
mountains of Thibet, through 5000 of thefe 
Blacks. What wonders, therefore, might 
not be expected from Meffieurs de Bully, and 
Moracin at the head, the one of 800, the 
other of 400 healthy able-bodied Europeans. 
It is true, that Monfieur de Bully was once 
defeated by thefe very Blacks, and loft half 
his army, and with the other half was obliged 
to fly before them for the fpace of eighty 
leagues. But it is the only inftance of the 
kind remembered in the ladies ; and Mon- 
fieur de Leyrit more than repaired this Iofs. 
It was, indeed, by weakening the fettlements 
in Bengal, and Pondichery. 

E 8 


In 
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In the height of all thefe fucceffes, Mon- 
lieur Dupleix, who did not get a penny by 
them, had to deal with Europeans in the 
Carnatic, and was every where defeated. He 
was conilantly complaining to theCompanyof 
the foldiers, and even of the officers, who 
but too much refembled their foldiers, fent to 
him from Europe. And, indeed, thefe troops 
were ever backward to Ihew themfelves in 
the field ; and, as often as the enemy came 
up with them, either fled or laid down their 
arms. They fled at Caveripac they fled at 
Bakour ; they fled twice in ‘Tanjore ; they 
laid down their arms at Valconda ; they 
fiirrendered at difcretion in the ifland of Se- 
ringham they failed thrice before Cudaloor , 
though but a poll ; twice before Jrcot ; twice 
before Trichsnopoly, at the laft liege of which 
half of them, were made prifoners. In a 
word, m fpite of all the reinforcements lent 
pne after another from Europe to Monlieur 
Dupleix, there was no army in the Indies, 
when Monlieur de Godeheu landed there 
with 2000 men ; and of thefe 2000 men 
there remained but 1000 at Pondichery, at 
the end of two years, when Count Lally 
landed there, though there had been no war 
in the mean time. 

But of thefe prifoners, made five years be- 
fore, there ft ill remained above 800 in the 

Kngliih 



COUNT LALLY. 55 

Englifh prifons, which Count Lally found 
himfelf obliged to exchange againft the gar- 
rifons he had taken in Fort St. David, ; and 
before Madras. 

This unavoidable exchange deprived him, 
immediately on his arrival, of the unques- 
tionable Superiority he had over the Englifli. 
He would have had 800 men more, and 
would have Sent to the ifland of Eourbon, 
according to his inftru&ions, thefe 800 Eng- 
lish, who would have been, in his hands, a 
curb upon the Englifli General and Gover- 
nor, when he found himfelf under a neceffity 
of alking of them conditions for Pondichery. 

It will, perhaps, be objected to Count 
Lally, that the India Company, in fpite of 
all the Ioffes they Suffered in the Indies, ffill 
retained Pondichery. To this he Amply 
anfwers ; 

The Englifh Miniftry, at that time, con- 
fidered the poffeffions of the Englifli Eaft 
India Company as an objeft foreign to the 
ftate. Nay, the. generality of the Englifli 
nation rather wifhed to fee that Company 
cruihed to pieces, in order to make way for 
a free trade. In the laft war, the .Englifli 
Miniftry happened to be of a different opi- 
nion. They Sent fucceffively, to the coaft ■ 
E 4 Coro- 
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Coromandel alone, 4000 regular troops, and 
fourteen fhips of the line, Monfieur de Leyrit, 
twelve months before the arrival of Count 
Lally, fuffered Bengal to be loft, when he 
might have faved it by an embarkation of 
300 men ; the Englifh, once matters of this 
fottlement, the only lucrative one, found 
themfelves ftrong enough to dethrone the fo- 
vereign of the country, who offered to the 
French, and would have granted them, the 
lame advantages, which the Englilh derived 
from the fovereign they fubftituted to him. 
The Engiilh, in a word, derived from this 
revolution feventy-five millions of livres, with 
which they began by paying all their India 
debts, employing the remainder in the attack 
of the French fettlements. They did more j 
they took advantage of their fquadron’s win- 
tering at Bombay, to take Surat. The 
French Company, on the contrary, lent, to 
fu, port their fettlements in the Indies, but 
four millions in money ; 2000 men, and live 
fhips of war 5 and thefe, befides, arrived too 
late. 

But to return. The army commanded by 
Monfieur Dure, a Lieutenant-Colonel, was 
encamped a league from Pondichery, and 
half a league before a hedge between fix and 
feven fathoms thick, w hich furrounded the 
town for the fpaee of about two leagues 

and 
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and a half. This is what was called the 
bounds of Pondichery. All the fettiements 
granted to the Europeans on the coaft of 
Coromandel are furrounded with hedges of 
this kind. They ferved to keep off the Mo- 
rattoes, and naked cavalry, who, as they are 
full of brambles and briars, never attempt to 
crofs them. They are, however, here and 
there, lined with canno j, in order to hinder 
thefeMorattoesfrom ravaging the ricegrounds 
and houfes within cannon fhot of them. 
The witneffes againft Count Lally have not 
been alhamed to reprefent in Europe thefe 
bounds, as an intrenchment, like that of Heii~ 
bron. The Englifh had bounds of tnis kind 
at Cudaloor, Fort St, David, and Madras, 
lefs extcnfive and better kept up than, tiiofe 
of Pondichery Yet they never took it into 
their heads, with five times the number of 
men that Count Lally had, to wait his ap- 
proach behind them. Witneffes muft be 
hard put to, to have recourfe to fuch ab- 
iurdities, which a fingle glance at the plan 
of the place is fufficient to overfet. 

An officer of the India Company’s, who, 
like feveral of the inhabitants, went over to 
the Englifh camp on the 3d of September, 
rather than ftarve in the town, returning two 
hours after with a pafs from the Englifh 
Commander, in order to take away his 

cloaths, 
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cloaths, informed Count Lally, that the 
enemy threatened to attack Monfieur Dure 
the next day, and force him to fell back within 
the bounds of Pondicherry. This was only 
what Count Lally expedled from one mo- 
ment to the other, the two armies having 
lain ten days together within half a cannon 
fhot of each other, fo as to give occafton to fre- 
quent interchanges of mufketry , by night as 
well as by day, between their advanced guards. 

Count Lally fends this officer to give 
Monfieur de Leyrit an account of what he 
feid he had heard in the Engliih camp ; for 
the event has proved that it was all a 
fiction. Monfieur de Leyrit, according to 
this officer’s oath, makes anfwer, that it was 
no affair of his. Count Lally writes to the 
council to reprefent to them the great dan- 
ger of leaving thus expofed, beyond the 
bounds, the regiments of Lorrain and Lally. 
The council, likevife, make anfwer, that 
it is no bufinefs of theirs. 

The troops, by thus lying without the 
bounds, increafed the boundary of the 
place, and thereby favoured the entrance 
of fome provifiohs. A retrograde march 
would have leffened this boundary. Count 
Lally, aware of the reproaches in ftore for 
him, if he had ordered it, thought proper 

to 
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to wait the iflue. He, therefore, wrote the 
very fame day, the 3d of September, a letter 
of inftru&ions to Monfieur Dure, to inform 
him of the fteps he lhould take to avoid a 
furprife, and to retreat in good order, on 
the approach of the enemy, within the 
bounds, which the cannon of the place com- 
manded. 

This fine army of Count Lally’s confifted 
of the regiment of Lorrain of 300 men$ 
the regiment of Lally of 200 ; and 200 
Blacks encamped without the bounds. The 
battalion of the Indies, of 200 men, lay en- 
camped under a fort at the other fide of the 
river, three quarters of a league from the 
regiments of Lorrain and Lally, in order to 
favour the introduction of provifions on that 
fide, as being the fide word: guarded by the 
Englifh. Count Lally had, befides, 200 failors 
within the bounds, to be at hand, either to 
cover the retreat of the 500 men of Lorrain 
and Lally, that lay without them j or throw 
themfelves into the town in cafe of any at- 
tack upon it by the Englifh fquadron. Thus, 
this army amounted, in the whole, to 900 
Europeans, and 200 Blacks. 

The army of the enemy confifted of 3500 
Englifh foot, and 150 Englilh horfe ; 400 
Germans, Swift, and French deferters, and 

500 
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500 marines; in all 4,500 Europeans, and 
10,000 Blacks, fupported by fourteen veffels 
of the line in the road of Pondichery. 
Such is the army which made Monfieur 
Dure retreat, a little precipitately indeed, 
within the bounds of Pondichery. This 
operation, of which fo much has been laid, 
coft no blood ; we loft not a fingle man by it. 

The evening before this attack, the Go- 
vernor of Madras had recalled the com- 
mander of the Englifh troops, and had given 
the command of them to a Colonel, who had 
his leg broke by the nr ft and the only cannon 
ball fired againft the enemy. 

From this day, the 10th of September, 
the place may be faid to have been not only 
invefted, but ftraitened. It is a maxim with 
military men, that a place is invefted even 
from the day of a fuperior army’s appearing 
before it. Why, therefore, fliould Count 
Tally be refufed the merit of having, with 
a handful of men, and merely by making a 
good countenance, prevented the inveftiture 
©f Pondichery for four months together. The 
plain about it was open ; there was not fo 
much as a fingle bulh between him and the 
Englifh. 


The 
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The four months *of invefliture, which pre- 
ceded the furrender of the place, were fpent 
in conftant expectations of fuccours from 
Europe, in confequence of two deputations 
lent to inform the Company of the imminent 
danger of Pondichery ; and in conftant ex- 
pectations of feeing the fquadron of the 
Count d’Ache. All this time, the Englilh 
made not the leaf! attempt upon the place j 
whereas Count Lally made two tallies upon 
them, and in one carried off 84 men, in the 
other an officer and his whole guard. All 
the enemy did was to erect three batteries at 
600 paces diftance from the place, which did 
not fo much as ftir a ftone from the parapet. 
In a word, there fell, during the whole of 
this famous fiege, but one man, who was 
killed by a random fhot on the efplanade 
of Pondichery. 

As to the interior of the place, thefe four 
months were fpent in altercations between 
Count Lally, the council, and fome of .the 
principal officers, who wanted to build 
their fortunes on the ruins of it. 

Count Lally had required of the council 
to raife a tax upon the White and Black 
inhabitants without diftincftion, in, propor- 
tion to their fortunes. The council thought 
proper to lay the whole burthen on the 

Blacks. 
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Blacks. All the Europeans, monopolifts and 
others, were exempted from it. Count 
Lally knows not what it produced; but 
he knows, that the council made a handle of 
it to fpirit up the inhabitants again# him. 
Neverthelefs, it was abfolutely neceilary 
either to furrender the place, or fubfift 
the officers ; or, at leaft, give them a credit 
to live upon ; it was necelTary to pay 
the Blacks employed in repairing the ruin- 
ous parts of the fortification; in fine, it 
was necelTary to pay the European workmen 
employed in the fervice of the artillery and 
other works. 

Count Lally intpofed two fines on two 
of the Company’s fervants ; one of whom, 
appointed keeper of the magazines, by Mon- 
fieur de Leyrit, made it a practice to dil- 
pofe of the grain lodged in them, on his 
own account; the other, to write to the 
Englith General, that he had ever been more 
attached to the Englilh than to the French ; 
and that it would be matter of rejoicing 
and thankfgiving to fee him arrive, as an 
amiable conqueror. This man, called Ber~ 
thelin, was one of Monfieur de Leyrit’s fa- 
vourites, and conftantly attended the toilet 
of a lady very far gone in that gentleman’s 
good graces. Tliefc two men were, befides, 
conneded, by blood and intereft, with all 

the 
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the members of the council, who fpirited up 
the whole town againfl: the rigour of thefe 
fines, which brought the treafury about 
60,000 livres. Count Lally was reduced 
to the alternative of furrendering the place, 
or turning to fome account the crimes of 
thefe wretches, for whom, in another cir- 
cumftance, he would have thought hanging 
too mild a punifhment. 

Count Lally had ordered a fearch to be made 
for grain in. all the houfesof Pondichery, his 
own not excepted. This fearch was m ade 
by one of the principal military officers, 
and one of the Company’s fervants, attended 
by two ferjeants. It -is a cuftomary thing 
to bury grain in this country, where it is 
ready money. They took four thoufand 
meafures of it from a fervant of Monlieur de 
Leyrit’s, who had hid it in, his garden, 
twelve feet under the furface. 

The officers and foldiers were reduced to 
rice and water ; the Counfeliors of Pondi- 
chery, the Partners and Factors of thofe of 
Mauritius, and of fome Captains of men of 
war, to whom the ihortncfs of the cruizes made 
on the coaft by the Count d’Ache did not 
give fufficient time to fell their ventures, 
kept open wine ftores ; and were not afhamed 
to take fuch advantage of the neceffity of 

the 
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the troops, as to make them pay from feven 
to eight livres a bottle for that article. They 
even raifed it to twelve during the liege of 
Madras. Yet this wine coft but five fols. 
Monlieur de Leyrit had four thoufand bottles 
of wine in his cellars, when Pondichery 
furrendered. Monlieur Boyelleau, the At- 
torney General, had fix thoufand belonging 
to a purfer of the fquadron. Count Lally 
had with much ado prevailed on thefe Coun- 
fellors to part with lome of this wine, at 
the rate of feven or eight livres a bottle, 
to be diftributcd among!! the officers, half 
a pint a day to each. The eighth day this 
ditlribution ceaf.d. What could Count Lally 
do in thefe circumftances ? lhould he have 
that very day furrendered the place? 

The Count d’Ache was daily expedted. It 
was, however, of thefe fearches, thefe fines, 
thefe taxes, which preferved Pondichery for 
eighteen months, and gave time for fuc- 
couring it, that the council made a handle 
for fpiriting up again!! Count Lally all the 
fervants of the Company, fome of the in- 
habitants in eafy circumftances, and fome 
of the principal officers connected by interell 
with thofe, whofe monopolies Monlieur de 
•Leyrit thought proper to- favour. 


Count 
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Count Lally fupprelTes, in this place, a 

great number of pafquinades againft him, 

ftuck up on the doors of tne Churches ; and 

the letters thrown into his apartment, in 

which he was allowed but twenty-four 

* 

hours to live. He fupprelTes the infidious fteps 
taken by the council, to obtain his leave for 
finding out the authors of thefe fcandalous 
pieces. Where was the neceffity of the 
council’s alking leave to do their duty ? Count 
Lally had requcfted them, a year before, to ufe 
their authority, to put an end to the indifcreet 
difcourfes held in the place by the Com- 
pany’s fervants; and all the fatisfadlion he 
could get was, that they had never heard any 
difcourfes of the kind. The memorial of 
Monfieur de Bourdonnais has already made 
the public fufficiently acquainted with the 
tricks and underhand dealings of thefe fugi- 
tives, whom the Company ufed to employ 
in their India factories; and who, all to 
a few honeft men confounded among# 
them, are the very fame perfons, who 
now feek to ruin Count Lally, and em- 
ploy the fame means as heretofore to ac- 
complifh their Black defign. 

In fine, on the 24th of December, Count Lally, 
who had been confined to his bed for twenty 
days paft, feeing, that there remained in the 
F magazines 
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magazines but four pounds of rice for every 
officer and foldier, gives notice to the council, 
that it is high time to think ferioufly on the 
conditions to be required of the Engliih com- 
mander, in order to have time to difcufs 
them with him. The council’s anfwer is, 
that it will be time enough to think of them, 
when the place fhali be reduced to the laft 
extremity. Count Lally replies, that it will 
be then too late. He is, however, obliged 
to wait for the laft extremity. 

As an account of what happened between 
this day, the 24th of December, and the 16th 
of January following, when the place fur- 
rendered, would be but one uninterrupted 
iffue of fuch mifery and wickednefs, as 
Count Lally could fcarce expert to gain belief 
to, were he not provided with proofs of it in 
writing, has thought proper to give, at the end 
of this Journal, a fummary of all the events 
that have any relation to the capitulation of 
Pondichery ; and will here confine himfelf to 
a Ihort narrative of the exceffes committed 
iince its furrender. 

The town of Pondichery furrendercd the 
i6th of January 1761, and the inner fort 
the 17th. The council of Pondichery pre- 
vail on th* Governor of Madras to fend off 

Count 
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Count Lally, though at death’s door, the day 
following. Count Lally requefts of the Eng- 
lifh General to be fent to Cudaloor, where he 
might be within reach of the French and 
Englilh phyficians and furgeons. The Go- 
vernor of Madras inlifts on his going to Ma- 
dras, and gives him his palanquin for that 
purpofe. He is not permitted to take any 
thing with him but two trunks and his bed, 
the council of Pondichery having told the 
Englilh Governor, that he would find trea- 
lures in his chefts. They, indeed, contained 
treafures, but thefe treafures were his papers, 
which the council had their eyes upon, and 
Count Lally was delirous of fecuring. It was 
thefe very papers, which gave rife to the re- 
folution that was taken, and with which he 
was threatened, to affafiinate him, as well as 
the Intendant, and Monfieur de Gadeville, the 
Deputy Quarter-mafter-general of the army. 
Count Lally had put into the hands of the In- 
tendant all the complaints made to him injvri- 
ting of the unheard of vexations committed 
by the officers and Company’s fervants in the 
polls w here they commanded j he had put 
into his hands, all the papers of the Marquis 
de Conflans, containing the neceflary inftruc- 
tions for the adminiftration of affairs in Ma- 
fuli-patnam. The Chevalier de Gadeville 
was charged with all the papers, containing 
F 2 the 
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the complaints exhibited to Count Lally, by 
the Blacks of Pondichery, of the vexations 
and cruelties they had fufferedfrom the officers 
and fervants of the Company. Thefe com- 
plaints the poor people ufed to put, by night, 
into a kind of letter-box, which Count Lally 
had ordered to be placed at the gate of the 
fort, as they no longer dared to come in per- 
fon to him, lince an officer had broke the 
arm of one of them, as he was leaving the 
Count’s apartment. 

This very fame 1 8 th of January, an officer 
in the Company’s fervice, who had been broke 
and expelled his regiment in Europe for a 
confpiracy againft the Colonel, enters at nine 
in the morning the court-yard of Count Lal- 
ly’s houfe, at the head of five and twenty 
officers or fervants of the Company, in or- 
der to kill him in his bed ; and, meeting one 
of the Count’s Aid de camps on the fteps 
of the ftreet-door, immediately falls upon 
him. The Commandant of the regiment of 
Lorrain arrives to his affiftance ; the alarm 
fpreads through the fort j and the Englifh 
guard being within fixty paces, the aflaffins 
difperfe ; but, after leaving an officer in the 
gallery leading to Count Lally ’s apartment 
to watch the hour of his departure, rendez- 
vous again in a private houfe, where Mon- 

• - fieur 
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fieur de Leyrit and one Defer, the murderer of 
the Intendant had lodged together for fome days. 
Moft of them dine there. Monfieur Moracin 
takes care, in the letter he writes Monfieur de 
Bufly to give him an account of what hap- 
pened at Count Lally’s leaving Pondichery, 
to tell him, that the Count was too narrowly- 
watched to get incognito out of Pondichery ; 
and, as to the Intendant, that he was born to 
leave his bones in the Indies. This letter is 
amongft the pieces reported in this trial. 

Monfieur Mathon, fuperior general of the 
foreign millions, is ftill more explicit in re- 
gard to the murder of the Intendant, in his 
letter of the fame date to his convent in 
Paris. Monfieur Lally, thefe are the words 
of this good prieft, will be Jure to fay that the 
Intendant has been affaffimted • nothing more 
was intended- than a little caning, for not a man. 
of them would have dared to attack the Men- 
tendant fingly , as he faffed for the btfi fwordfman 
in Pondichery 5 but he refented the infult offered 
him, and drew on himfelf what followed. That 
is as much as to fay ; “he challenged 
eighty men, and eighty men killed him.” 

This gang, as foon as they got up from ta- 
ble, alfembled again, by five in the evening, at 
the gate of the fort, to the number of eighty, 
all of them officers or fervants of the Company. 

F 3 Count 
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Count Lally, having, in confequenee of what 
had happened in the morning, applied to the 
Englilh General for an efcort, had obtained 
an officer and fifteen huflars for that purpofe. 
Defer watched his coming out at the very 
door of his chamber ; and, the moment he faw 
the folds of it open, fet out full fpeed for the 
gate of the fort to alarm his accomplices. 

Count Lally leaves his chamber a quarter 
after fix, when it was almoft night. He meets , 
at the door Father Lavaur, who had but juft 
come through the gang of ailaifins that waited 
for him i arid, therefore, wilhes the Count 
a good journey, and, above all things, advifes 
him to 'take great care of his health. 

Count Lally has fcarce got out of the gate 
of the fort, when he fees thefe eighty aflaffins 
advancing towards his palanquin ; Monfieur 
de Moracin alone ten paces before them to 
the right. Count Lally immediately orders 
his palanquin to flop, and four of his guards 
to level their pieces at a dozen of the atfaffins, 
who were already within ten paces of him. 
This motion obliges them to halt, and gives 
time to the Englilh officer and his fifteen 
hulfars to rufh out of the fort to his alfitfance. 
Upon this the afiaffins difperfe, and Count 
Lally proceeds on his journey. 


Four 
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Four minutes after, the Intendant comes 
out of the fort, when the affaffins rally for the 
third time that day, and fall upon him. Defer 
difpatches him at one ftroke, and lays him 
dead at the feet of two Englilh centinels. 

The next moment, Monfieur Boyelleau, 
Attorney General, arrives, before the Inten- 
dant’s body can be carried to his apartment, 
which lay within eighty paces of the fpot 
where he had been affaffinated. But he leaves 
it where he found it, without inftituting any 
verbal procefs repaiis dire&Iy to the de- 
ceafed’s apartment ; ranfacks his effects and 
papers ; fliuts and feals his doors ; and departs 
without giving any orders for the interment 
of his body, or taking the fiighteft informa- 
tion againft the affailin, who returned home 
in triumph, paffing through Monfieur de 
Leyrit’s apartment in his way to his own. The 
Capuchins, pariih priefts of the place where 
the affair happened, refufe the Intendant 
chriftian burial. At length, his fervants, 
after he had four and twenty hours remained 
naked on the fteps of his own door, and 
expofed to the infults of the officers and fer- 
vants of the Company, remove him to a gar- 
den, and bury him there. Such is the tranf- 
adtion, which people now affedt to confider as 
an affair of honour, and merely accidental. 

F 4 * If 
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If it was no more, why was chriftian burial 
refufed the Intendant ? Such is the affair of 
honour of an Intendant almoft feventy, who 
could not fee in the beft day-light without 
fpectacles, agairift eighty men of honour, who 
all depofe that it was an affair of honour, 
and depofe at the fame time, that they were 
not prefent at it. The verbal procefs of the 
council of Pondichery, their letters to the 
Minifter and the Company, thofe too of pri- 
vate perfons, made him an accomplice in the 
extortions charged upon Count Lally. Ne- 
verthelefs, the witneffes againft the Count 
have not fo much as mentioned the Inten- 
dant’s name in their depolitions. They fhould, 
at leaf!, one would imagine, have contrived 
fome reafons to juftify the firft infult which 
they offered the Intendant, and of which his 
death was the confcquence. Whatafcene of 
abominations ! 

But thefe fame honed men, thefe fame 
men of honour, took care to fend imme- 
diate notice to their comrades, prifoners 
at St, Thomas, near Madras, that they had 
miffed Count Lally. Monfieur le Vender, 
a member of the council, made no nry fiery 
of it in his letters to Monfieur de la Selle, 
another member of the council, then at Tran- 
quebar. Thefe letters arc in the hands of 
Cpunt Lilly’s judges. 


The 
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The prifoners at St. Thomas, on receiving 
from Pondichery the news of Count Lally’s 
efcape, afiemble and refolve to difpatch him 
on the road. An officer in the Company’s 
fervice, provoked at this refolution, writes to 
Count Lally to put him upon his guard. Bur, 
being difcovered, he is purfued. Fortunately, 
however, he ge' s to Madras, and there obtains 
a fafe-guard, with which he takes refuge 
amongfl: the Dutch at Sadras, 

Even after Count Lally’s arrival in the 
neighbourhood of Madras, the confpirators 
againft him at St. Thomas continue their 
meetings fo publicly, that the council of Ma- 
dras think it their duty to give him a guard of 
fifty men, and at the fame time forbid the pri- 
foners of St. Thomas to come within half a 
league of his quarters, on pain of being con- 
fined with the common foldiers. It was a near 
relation of Monfieur de Leyrit’s, who headed 
thefe confpirators, all men of honour; and 
he made no fcruple of owning it at the table of 
an Englilh Colonel, 

In the mean time, the effects of Count 
Lally, that remained at Pondichery, are 
fearched and ranfacked in the raoft indecent 
and fcandalous manner, and in prefence of a 
member of the council; but, they being 
found to confift entirely of his common 

wearing 
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wearing apparel, part of which, however, is 
embezzled, the two Englifh Generals, difap- 
pointed of the treafures and precious effefls 
they were made to expedi, treat the two coun- 
cils as a knot of knaves, and make an apo- 
logy to Count Lally by one of thole very men, 
who have fvvorn againft him at Paris, and 
whole letters he has produced, contradi&ing 
every thing affirmed by himfelf upon oath. 

Count Lally was treated at Madras in the 
rood unworthy manner by the Englilh Go- 
vernor and Council. He could fcarce venture 
abroad for fear of being infulted. His effects, 
on their arrival from Madras, where they had 
been detained fix weeks, were again ftopt at 
the Cuftom-houfe for the payment of 30,000 
livres lent him by an Armenian to cany on 
the fiege of Madras. He had already remit- 
ted this money to Monfieur Chevreau, the 
treafurer, who, on being confronted with the 
Count, depofed to the receipt of it, as likewife 
to that of 1200 livres on another account, 
■which Count Lally did not fo much as 
remember. 

At length. Count Lally, though fcarce 
able to leave his bed, is put on board a crazy 
merchant fhip, and at a bad feafon. He is 
not permitted to take with him the fmalleft 
quantity of provifions, in confequence of 
which he is reduced to live three months, at 

the 
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the difcretion of his trading captain, on broths 
made with frefh and fait pork, till his arrival 
at St. Helena, the military governor of which 
omits nothing to make him forget the un- 
worthy treatment of his Indian countrymen. 

Count Lally is replaced at Madras by the 
council of Pondichery, who have thought 
proper to inform all Europe, in print, of the 
gratitude, with which they were penetrated 
for all the civilities of the Governor and 
Council of Madras. In faft, they were not 
obliged to part with a fingle handkerchief at 
Pondichery ; nay, they were permitted to 
lhare amongft themfelves part of the few 
effects, that ftill remained in the Company’s 
magazines. 

Count Lally arrives in London, and there 
hears of the cabal formed againft him in 
France. He applies for leave to return to 
Paris on his parole, and obtains it. He lays 
his complaints before the miniftry, who 
promife him fpeedy juftice. The cry of his 
enemies, and the clamours of the public, 
whom his enemies fpirit up againft him, 
prevail. The miniftry think it their duty 
to yield to them. After twelve months 
fpent in the moft earneft folicitatons to have 
his conduct examined in the moft rigorous 
manner, he hears, that he is to be put under 

arreft 
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arrefh Upon this he immediately fets out to 
make a voluntary furrender of himfelf, fully 
perfuaded, that he would, at leaft, be permit- 
ted to juftify his conduit. This, it mult be 
allowed, was not aiting like a man, whofe 
conference reproached him with any crime. 

The public, no doubt, will alk : why this 
univerfal inveteracy againfl: Count Lally, if 
there was nothing to charge him with ? 

Count Lally anfwers. In the firft place, this 
inveteracy is not univerfal. None have been 
admitted as evidence againfl: him, but thofe 
very perfons, who have been conftantly 
decrying him in public, and three fourths 
of whom had been punilhed by him in the 
Indies for extortion or neglect of duty. 
Secondly, Count Lally did not chufe to con- 
nive at theft and robbery in the Indies ; he 
broughthome with him proofs againfl: all thofe 
who had committed any crimes of the kind in 
that country ; fo that he had againfl: him a 
multitude of perfons combined and refolved to 
keep, coft what it would, the plunder they had 
amalled there. Thirdly, he had to deal with 
Directors, who found themfelves under a 
neceffity of juftify ing, in the eyes of the flock- 
holders, their grofs negleft, to fupply him 
with men and other means of defence, one of 
the things he thought it moft incumbent 
upon him to complain of. 


Count 
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Count Lally paftes fifteen months in the 
rnoft horrible confinement, without fo much 
as knowing the reafons for it. At length, he 
hears, that Father Lavaur, fecretary and 
clerk of the cabal formed againft him, is dead-; 
and that there had been found, amongft 
the papers of that father fealed up after his 
death, an infamous libel, which had already 
been handed about Paris, and of which 
Count Lally had given the minifter minutes, 
which minutes were actually ingroffing at 
Monfieur de Bully ’s. 

Count Lally hears, that,, on the ftrength of 
this libel, the Chatelet have already taken 
fome Heps againft him ; that four witnelles 
have read to the Lieutenant Criminal a 
depolition of forty pages in writing, and 
figned it as a judicial aft. This is the firli: 
inftance of fuch a method of proceeding. 

In a word, he hears, after having, for fifteen 
months together, reclaimed the parliament as 
his natural judges, that the King had, by 
an exprefs commiffion, conftituted them, 
judges of the embezzlements and extortions 
committed in the Indies, as the caufes of the 
lofs of Pondichery. 

On examining the four depoficioris made 
at the Chatelet, there did not appear the leaft 
fign of embezzlement on the part of Count 

Lally 
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Lally. A fecond commiffion iffues, in which, 
for the firft time, the fufpicion of treafon is 
mentioned. This new infult, on the part of 
Count Laliy’s enemies, but adds to their ca- 
lumnies, without increaiinghis fears of the mod: 
icrupulous enquiry* A iixty years faithful and 
zealous fervice of his Majefty clear him, before- 
hand, of fuch a fufpicion. The conftancy,with 
which he prefented himfelf for twelve months 
together to obtain juftice againft his calum- 
niators, is an additional proof of his innocence. 

It is, however, on this mention of a fufpicion 
of high treafon in the fecond commiffion, that 
the rigour, with which he has been fince pro- 
ceeded againft, is founded. Deprived of all 
manner of afTiftance, he finds himfelf, at the 
age of fixty-feven, under a neceffity of an- 
fwering, from his memory, to queftions about 
fatfts without number, that palled nine years 
ago, and in places fix thoufand leagues off. 
He has been more concife in his anfwers, and 
more fparing in fummoning perfons to appear 
for him, than he otherwife would have been, 
in hopes of being allowed council, which, 
however, it has never been fo much as deli- 
berated to grant him. 

In fpite of all the artifices of his informers, 
there has not appeared, during the courfe of 
his trial,' a fingle witnefs, that could furnifh 
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the Jeaft matter for a prefumption of high 
treafon againft him, though they were not 
afraid to infinuate a fufpicion of it. But, en- 
raged at feeing him triumph over this odious 
imputation of theirs, as well as that of extor- 
tion, they have now taken it into their heads 
to make him culpable in his military capacity. 
That is, after fucceeding fo far, as to caufe 
him to be put under arreft for extortion, 
without being able to prove any extortion 
againft him, and afterwards accuiing him of 
high treafon, without daring to fwear to any, 
they are now for bringing into queftion his 
conduct as an officer, not conlidering, that, by 
the laws, his condufi, as fuch, does not fall 
under the cognizance of the civil magiftrate. 

Every enquiry into the military conduct 
of an officer, and efpecially a General, re- 
quires a difcuifion, face to face, between the 
accufer and the accufed. This difcuffion has 
not, as yet, been allowed Count Lally, who, 
by the military laws, has a right to defend 
himfelf, and cannot be judged for military 
tranfa&ions but according to military forms. 
Otherwife, it would be in the power of two 
officers, whom a General might have had 
juft reafon to chaftife during the courfe of a 
campaign j nay, in the power of a fecond 
Lieutenant, a Serjeant or common Soldier, 
exaiperated at the iofs, the one of his portman- 
teau. 
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teau, the other of his knapfac, in an action, 
to come and indift their General in a civil 
court of juftice, and fwear that they fufpe<5fed 
him of an underflanding with the enemy, to 
have this General, without any other proof, 
and on the bare title of the accnfation,- put 
under arreft, and denied the means of defend- 
ing himielf. The King’s commiffion does not; 
fo much as mention any fuch enquiry. It 
no more belongs to the civil magiftrate, than 
the decifion of a litigious civil affair to a court 
martial. What is more, it cannot be faid, that 
there remains any doubt concerning his con- 
duit as an officer, fince nothing has been 
laid to his charge merely as fuch* Had he 
been but barely fufpeited of military mifeon* 
duit, he would have been impeached be- 
fore a court martial, as the only compe- 
tent judges of fuch an impeachment. But, 
accufed, as he is, of nothing but extortion, 
and a fufpicion of high treafon, they are the 
only things on which fentence is to be pro- 
nounced. Is he guilty? Is he innocent? 
To thefe two queftions may be reduced the 
whole of this famous trial, to which calumny 
has fubjeifed him, and which will ever remain 
an inftance of the moft odious and criminal 
perfecution. 

But one thing alone would be fufficient to 
diferedit the men, who have informed againfl 

him. 
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him* and that Is, the wltnelles againft him 
not fo much as daring to hazard the mention 
of any intelligence between him and the 
Englilh, though, in all their depofitions, they 
have fought to compenfate for that deficiency 
by the words, no doubt . The moft inveterate of 
the military witnefles have depofed, in exprefs 
terms, that they did not pretend to infer this 
pretended intelligence from his military 
conduct, though they took upon them to 
cenfure it in other refpeds. And, indeed, 
how is it poflible to fuppofe this intelligence 
in a man, who took all he was worth with 
him .to the Indies* and facrificed it to the 
defence of the French fettlements there 
againft the Englilh ? In a man, who left in 
the treafury of Pondichery the whole of his 
pay, while in the Indies, amounting to 
400,000 livres? In a man, in fhort, the 
bettering of whofe fortune depended more 
on the fuccefs, than on the mifcarriage, of 
the expedition he commanded, and who has 
brought upon himfelf the hatred of his accufers, 
merely by requiring their alliftance againft 
thofe very Englilh, with whom they now ac- 
cufe him of having had an underftanding. 

The foregoing is a full and faithful nar- 
rative of the expedition to the Indies. If all 
the fads alledged in it are fupported by 
proofs, as, in truth, they are, what pu- 
<3 nilhment 
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nifhment can be bad enough for men, who 
have taken upon thenifelves to appear, at 
once, as informers, accufers, and witnefTes 
againft Count Lally in matters of fuch high 
concernment ; and, after all, have not dared 
to advance them on the trial ; and now, 
pulling in their horns, confine themfelves to 
an impeachment of his military condaCl, of 
which they were not witnefles, and of which, 
even had they been witneflls, they can by no 
means be allowed competent judges. 

There is one more reflection to make, 
which arifes, of itfelf, out the fubjeCt. 

Count Lally complains of the high crime 
and mifdemeanor committed by the fub- 
alterns in his perfon, as their chief, and as 
one, befides, honoured with the King’s com- 
miffion j and in that of the Intendant of the 
army, as likewife reprefenting his Majefty. 

To this it is anfwered, that the intention 
of the officers and fervants of the Company, 
in riotoufly affembling as they did, was not 
to affaffinate them, but merely to infill t them 5 
and it is added, that it was but natural for 
perfons exafperated againft Count Lally, to 
whom they attributed the iofs of their em- 
ployments, thus to gather together to infult 
him. As to their effeCls, they loft ' nothing, 

fince. 
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fince, at that junfture* their houfes were to 
be fpared. 

Count Lally cannot allow this fcafon to 
be good in juftice or policy ; it cannot, • in 
particular, ftand good in regard to the Inten- 
dant, to whom, certainly, they cannot attribute 
the lofs of their employments ; whom they 
own they infulted notwithftanding ; and- to 
whofe charge they have nothing to lay, but 
his refenting fuch inful t. But, iuppoiing the 
fa<ft to be as they themfelves ftate it, which, 
it really is not, they ftill own themfelves the 
aggrelfors. Now the laws have enabled 
pains and penalties againft aggrelfors. They 
agree, that the Intendant was killed in con- 
fequence of this infult. Now the laws have 
enabled pains and penalties againft murderers. 

If it is agreed, that thefe men were exaf* 
perated againft Count Lally (they them- 
fclves affirm it upon oath) ought their tef- 
timony againft him to be admitted in juftice ? 
The laws forbid it, efpecially as they them- 
felves confefs their being exafperated againft 
him. 

It is faid, that thefe three tumultous meet- 
ings in one and the fame day ; that the infult 
offered Count Lally ; that the mtirder of the 
Intendant ■, were merely accidental, and the 
Q 2 effefts 
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effe&s of a fudden tranfport, that was very 
excufeable. If fo, why was the defign of 
getting rid of Count Lally purfued after his 
efcape from Pondichery ? Why was not the 
Intendant allowed Chriftian burial ? Why was 
the feal taken from off his apartments, con- 
trary to all the ufual forms of juftice ? Why 
were his papers fecreted, inftead of being 
fenthometo theminiftry? Why was not the 
murderer llopt, though but for form fake ? 

In fine, thefe very perfons were fo thoroughly 
convinced, that the killing of the Intendant 
was a murder, that they have all depofed, 
though without being queftioned about the 
matter, that they were not prefent at it. 
What was criminal in the Indies, cannot, 
Purely, be meritorious in Europe. But 
thefe very gentlemen, to a man, all depofe, 
that it was an affair of honour. How dare 
they, if they had not been prefent, give tes- 
timony in favour of the murderer ? In trials, 
where more perfons than one are accufed, it 
muft be the height of injuftice to admit no 
evidence relating to fome of the accufed, but 
what makes for them ; nor any relating to the 
reft, but what makes againft them. 

Now, tofum up the whole of Count Lally’s 
civil and military , conduit, what can be 
gathered from it ? 


It 
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It can only be gathered, that, while Mon- 
lieur de Leyrit continued to pay Count 
Lally’s army, the Count, notwithftanding the 
defeat of the Count d’Ache, and the undoubted 
fuperiority of the enemy by fea, made himfelf 
mafter of all the places, which that enemy 
poflefled to the fouth of Pondichery. 

It can only be gathered, that, on Monfieur 
de Leyrit's ceafing to pay the army, and the 
Count d’ Ache’s refufing to leave the road of 
Pondichery, Count Lally was obliged to fuf- 
pend his operations for the Ipace of three 
months. 

That, in fpite of the fecond defeat of the 
Count d’Ache, and his firft defertion of Pon- 
dichery after a flay of four months. Count 
Lally, the very day the Englilh fquadron 
quitted the coaft to go and winter at Bom- 
bay, took the field ; made himfelf mafter of 
Arcot, and all the pofts occupied by the 
Englilh to the north of Pondichery ; and that 
he even obliged them to Ihut themfelves up 
in Madras. 

That with 2700 men he.ventured to beliege 
Madras, a well fortified place, garrifoned by 
5000 men, and- open to the fea; and was 
not able to take it. 
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That the army, with which the Englilh 
kept the field, attempted no lefs than four 
times to raife the fiege of Madras, and was 
as often repulfed, and compleatly routed. 

That, when Count Lally found himfelf 
under a neceifity of railing the fiege of Ma-» 
dras on the' arrival to its aiTiftance of fix fhips 
and 6oq regular troops, the council of Pon- 
dichery give him to underffcand, after a for- 
mal deliberation, that they would give him 
no manner of affiftance, and that his mrmy 
tnufi find fubfifience fivord in hand. 

That, in fpite of the difcontent of an 
army threatening every moment to go .over to 
the enemy, and who mutinied twice on their 
not being paid. Count Lally made himfelf 
mafter of a fort, which till then had palled 
for impregnable, occupied by the enemy in 
the inland parts of the .country ; and that, 
two months after, he beat this fame enemy, 
who came to attack him under the walls of 
Vandiwalh, of which, as well as that of Arcot, 
he had before made them raife the fiege. 

It can only be gathered, that, as loon as 
the Count d’Ache appeared the fecond time 
at Pondickery, with a fum of about 440,000 
livres, Count Lally, in l'pite of this Admi- 
ral’s, being defeated a third time, and his 

then 
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then totally deferring the coaft, after a flay 
of feven days only, took the field again in 
queft of the enemy. 

That, this enemy having been reinforced 
by a regiment of regular troops from Europe 
under the command of Colonel Coote, and 
Count Lally, on the contrary, difappointed 
in his expectation of a reinforcement of 
12,000 Blacks, which the brother of the 
fovereign of the country was bringing to 
him, L.e could not with an arm y of 1250 
men beat that of the enemy amounting to 
2600. 

It can only be gathered, that with 1300 
Europeans, without any Blacks for want of 
money to pay them, he could not face, in the 
open field, an enemy of thrice his ftrength, 
and, at the fame time, beat off a fquadron of 
fourteen veffels of the line blocking up Pon- 
dichery, to the affifiance of whlgh he again 
found himfelf obliged to fly. 

That afterwards, his army being reduced 
to 700 regular troops againft 15,000 land 
forces and fourteen men of war of the line, 
he found himfelf under the neceflity of fur- 
rendering to the enemy, after the place he 
was in had been invefted and blocked up for 
nine months together; and did not furrender, 
till he had not a grain of rice, or morfel 
G 4 of 
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of any other kind of food, left for his garri- 
fon, already exhaufted by famine and fa- 
tigue. 

That, after giving ten battles, and taking 
ten places, all with the fame troops againft 
an enemy conftantly recruited from Eu- 
rope, he at length yielded tofuperior num- 
bers. 

That, from the day of the arrival of Mef- 
iieurs de Buff? and Moracin at Pondichery, 
and Count Lally’s refilling to let them have 
half his troops to join thofe they had left be- 
hind them at their refpe&ive commands, in 
order to make war on their own private ac- 
counts, they traverfed all his operations ■, and, 
with the afliftance of two profligate friars, 
endeavoured to incenfe the whole fettlement 
againft him. 

It can only be gathered, that with four 
millions of livres there is no making head 
againft feventy five-millions ; that with 2000 
men there is no making head againft 5000 j 
and that, without a Angle boat, there is no 
making head againft fourteen Ihips of the line. 

In a word, it can only be gathered, that the 
whole council, and all the fervants of the 
Company, had no other motive for riling up 

againft 
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again# Count Lally, but liis wanting to 
oblige them to contribute in money to the 
defence of Pondichery. He had a right to' 
require it, as he had given the cxampb. Be- 
Ijdes, thefe fervaqts owed their fortunes to 
the Company, whereas Count Lally facririced 
his to it. 

Is it any way furprifing, that, in order to 
preferve fortunes, which Count Lally offered 
to prove had been fraudulently acquired, 
thofe very men, to whom their matters had 
communicated the complaints exhibited 
again# them by the Count, fhould combine 
to impeach him, without being able to bring 
a fingle proof, of the very fame crimes, of 
which he intended to impeach themfelves, and 
of which he was ready to produce the cleared 
evidence, and which it was their intereft to 
flifle, or at lea# invalidate. This is what 
they have attained by their wicked combina- 
tions, and by afting the abominable part of 
informers and witneffes. But truth, which 
begins to break out on every fide in favour 
of Count Lally, will at length make his in- 
nocence triumph. 
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A SHORT REVIEW OF TH£ CA- 
PITULATION OF PONPICHERY. 

T H E commander of a place befieged 
cannot be jitftly blamed for capitula- 
ting, unlefs he does it, while he has any means 
of defence left ; and, confequently, can oblige 
the befiegers to grant him his own terms, in 
cafe the good of the fervice fhould require his 
giving up the place to them. 

Now it has been proved, that there did 
not remain a grain of rice, or morfel of any 
other kind of provifions, in Pondichery, when 
Count Lally furrendered it. 
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It has been proved, that there was not, of 
the whole garrifon, fifty men able to crawl 
upon the ramparts, when Count Lally fuiv 
rendered it. 

It has been proved, that the Englilh were 
well acquainted with the coudit'cn of the 
place. This they let Count Lally know. 
And, indeed, how was it poifibie for tnem 
not to be acquainted with it, fince, betides 
the illegal correfpondence carried on t et ween 
Pondichery and the Englilh camp, of which 
Count Lally was continually complaining, 
as appears by pieces produced in the courfe 
of this trial ; befides the fcandalous and indif- 
rreet difcourfes, which 200 officers or fervants 
of the Company, going and coming between 
Pondichery and Madras in quality of prifoners 
of war, ufed to hold at the tables of the Eng- 
lifh. ; many of the inhabitants, and even of the 
officers, in order to avoid ftarving, daily left 
the town to furrender themfelves voluntarily 
to the Englilh ; fince, in fhort, the Englilh kept 
the place blocked up for nine months together, 
and the French were going to furrender it 
without waiting till it was actually attacked. 

It has been proved, that Count Lally required 
of the Englilh better terms, than the condL 
tion, to which Pondichery was reduced, per- 
mitted him to hope they would grant him. 
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It has been, in a word, proved, that the 
Engliih granted the inhabitants of Pondichery 
much better terms than they had a right to 
expect, fince they received them as prifoners 
of war to his Britannic Majefty ; left them all 
their moveable efie&s, a condition, which 
Count Lally had refufed the Engliih at Fort 
St. David, though ftill in a date of defence ; 
and even allowed them money to purchafe 
prefent fubfiftence. 

Pondichery had been blocked up and in- 
vefted for nine months together, by an army 
of 4500 Europeans, 10,000 Black horfe 
and foot, and fourteen fhips of the line. 

Count Lally, after keeping the Engliih at 
bay for five months together, found himfelf, 
at Iaft, under a neceility of retiring into the 
place with 100 regular troops, 200 failors and 
200 Blacks, who, before the end of the month, 
were all gone for want of pay and fubfiftence. 

Count Lally had tried every method to keep 
within bounds the garrifon, who no longer 
received any pay ; and like wife the inhabitants, 
whom the council of Pondichery were con- 
fiantly endeavouring to fpirit up againft him, 
on account of his pretended rigour in order- 
ing a fearch for grain, which the inhabitants 
made a practice of burying under ground. 

The 
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The daily hopes of the Count d’Ache's ar- 
rival rendered fuch a fearch necefiary ; and, 
had not Count Lally flattered himfelf with 
thefe hopes, he would have furrendered the 
place three months foonerj and then there 
would have been no fearch j and he would 
have obtained conditions, which the Englifh, 
it is true, would not have obferved, fince they 
had the candour to own in their manifefto, 
that, had they been under a necefiity of grant- 
ing any, they would have afterwards found 
feme pretext for breaking them. 

On the 24th of December 1760, there re- 
mained in the magazines but eight days fub- 
fiftence for the foldiers, at the rate of but half 
a pound of rice a day for every man, without 
any kind of wet provisions, or any other kind 
of dry. 

Count Lally had been confined to his bed 
for twenty days paft. In this extremity he 
refolves to write to Brigadier Landivifiau, 
whom he had charged with the detail of the 
place, and tells him, that it was time to think 
of the terms they intended to alk the Englilh; 
and, as the capitulation was to take in the 
whole fettlement, he injoined him, in con- 
jun&ion with Monfieur de Leyrit, to call a 
mixed council, in order to deliberate upon 
thefe terms; adding, that he would not, by 

any 
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any means* take it upon himfelf to name 
them, as he was perfuaded, that, let' them be 
what they would, the council of Pondichery 
would not fail to dif approve them. Befides, it 
is cuftomary in the Indies, for the inhabitants 
to have a lhare with the army in all capitu- 
lations. 

Monfieur de Leyrit and the council of 
Pondichery, aware that, confidering the fad 
condition of the place, and the enemies 
being acquainted with the condition of it as 
well as themfelves, they could not expert any 
advantgeous terms, would have been glad 
to fee Count Lally take the capitulation 
entirely upon himfelf, and alone run the 
rilk of the arrival of Monfieur d’Ache, whom 
they expected, and who might pollibly 
appear on the coall within two hours, nay 
a quarter of an hour, of his capitulating. 
But this was a rilk, to which Count Lally 
did not think proper to expofe himfelf ; and, 
accordingly, he particularly obferved in his 
letter to the Brigadier, that the mixed coun- 
cil could not too ferioufly reflect on the 
double inconveniency, either of obtaining lefs 
difadvantageous terms by furrendering the 
town the fooner at the rilk of the French 
fquadron’s arriving, or to obtain no condi- 
tions at all by waiting to the Iaft extremity 
in hopes of the arrival of that fquadron, 

which 
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which would have faved it. It mufl be al- 
lowed, that the refolution taken by Count 
Lally was the wifeft he could take. 

Brigadier Landivifiau, who at this jun&ure 
abufed the confidence placed in him by 
Count Lally, took advantage of the condition 
to which the Count’s weaknefs had reduced 
him, and had combined with Monfieur de 
Leyrit and Father Lavaur to deceive him, 
makes anfwer, that his orders to aflemble a 
mixed council are too vague for him to 
obey them. On the 27 th, Count Lally 
fummons him in the King’s name to obey, 
and aflemble the council. The Brigadier 
then informs him, that he has obeyed ; that 
he has communicated to Monfieur de Leyrit 
his reiterated orders for the aflfembling of a 
mixed council ; but that Monfieur de Leyrit, 
as well as himfelf, was of opinion, that it 
would be time enough to think of it, when 
the place was reduced to the laft extremity j 
and that then little time would be requifite to 
draw up, propofe, and diicufs what terms 
it would be proper to alk the enemy. 

This anfwer of Mefiieurs Landivifiau and 
de Leyrit evidently proves, that they did not 
at that juncture expedl good terms; and, 
accordingly. Count Lally replied, that it 
would be then too late to think of them. 

The 
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The truth is, the mixed council was nd£ 
aflembled, and Count Lally was brought too 
low by ficknefs to fee his orders obeyed. It has, 
therefore, been proved by pieces produced in 
the courfeofthis trial, that Count Lally was wil- 
ling to make a capitulation, in concert with the 
council of Pondichery , for the whole fettle- 
ment, civil as well as military; and that 
Melfieurs de Leyrit and de Landivifiau, and 
the council of Pondichery, refufed to concur 
with him. 

On this refufal. Count Lally refolved to 
retard as long as poffible the furrender of the 
place, threatened Father Lavaur with orders 
to have his convent fearched for grain, which 
he knew was buried in it. Father Lavaur, 
to avoid this fearch, took upon him to fubfift 
the garrifon till the 15th of January. 

It was now what they call in the Indies 
the little monfoon, during which vefiels 
from Europe frequently appear on the coaft. 
Count Lally was ftill in hopes of the Count 
d’ Ache’s fquadron, or, at leaft, fome fhips of 
it, arriving to the relief of Pondichery ; and, 
in fa&, five fhips would have been fufficient, 
not only to crulh the Englifh fquadron, 
which had juft loft nine of its largeft veffels 
by a hurricane, but render the French maf- 

ters 
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ers of the Indian feas, and give law to the 
fcoaft for eighteen months, at leaft. 

In fine, oh the 12th of January, Count 
Laily finding, that there remained in the 
magazines but a pound of rice for every 
foldier, on which tire longed he could poffibly 
be expe&ed to hold out was three days, 
writes to Morifieur de Leyrit, that the extre- 
mity, he would have the fettlement wait for, 
was come in good earneft j and that he muft 
now ferioufly fit down to draw up articles of 
captulation, unlefs he intended to abandon 
the inhabitants to the difcretion of the enemy. 

Monfieur de Leyrit, after the example 
fet him by Brigadier Landivifiau, anfwers 
Count Lally, that the words of his letter 
are too vague for the council to pay any 
regard to it. Count Lally fummons them 
to obey ; caufes his fummons to be regi- 
llered; and fends notice to Monfieur de 
Leyrit, that, if he perfifts in his difobedience, 
he (Count Lally) will, on his fide, fend Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Dure to the Englifh Com- 
mander, to treat with him about the evacua- 
tion of the place by the King and the Com- 
pany’s troops. 

He, at the fame time, fends one of his Aids 
de Cainp to Monfieur de Leyrit, to let him 
H know 
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know, how much this his flrange behaviour 
perplexed and aftonifhed him ; particularly 
his not coming, though their apartments 
lay in the fame gallery, to confult with 
him about the meafures proper to betaken 
in fo interefting and critical a juncture. It 
muft be allowed, that it was Monfieur de 
Leyrit’s duty not to waif for this meflage, 
efpecially as Count Lally was confined to his 
bed. But the difficulty is folved by Mon- 
iieur de Leyrit’s anfwer to the Aid de Camp. 
He fends Count Lally word, that the coun- 
cil knew what they had to do ; and that, if 
he, (Count Lally) had any thing to commu- 
nicate to him, he might do it by Father 
Lavaur. 

The 13th pafTes-. The next day, Monfieur 
de Leyrit and the council of Pondichery 
anfwer Count Lally’s fummons, that had 
been ferved on them the evening- before, by 
another fummons to him, on their part, to affc 
of the Englifh Commander, that very moment, 
a fufpenfionof arms; and to promifehim, at the 
fame time, that the day following, the 1 5th, 
they would propofe articles of capitulation 
to- hm. This would have been little better 
than telling the Englifh, that the French 
found themfelves unable to defend the place, 
if it fhould be attacked the next night. This 
?.£! of the council, and the infolent expreffions 

in 
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in which it was drawn up, would never be 
believed, if the original itfelf, figned by this 
council, was not to the fore. The heads of 
all the feverai civil communities took offence 
at it, and acquainted the council with their 
indignation, in writing. Yet this is the very 
council, who have agreed in all their de- 
politions to complain of . Count Lally’s ty- 
rannizing over them, and that they paid a 
blind obedience to all his dilates. 

It may now be alked, why Monfieur de 
Leyrit and the council of Pondichery,T^itead 
of drawing up the articles which Count 
Lally requited of them, caufed this inde- 
cent fummons to be ferved on him, as if they 
wanted to prove, by an authentic a<£l, a refufal, 
on his part, to capitulate for all the inhabi- 
tants ? But the dates of the letters prove ; 
nothing more is requifite than to verify 
them, to make it evidently appear; that thefe 
pieces of Monfieur de Leyrit and the coun- 
cil are but anfwers to the orders given them 
by Count Lally to think ferioufly about bet- 
tering the condition of thofe very inhabitants. 
It is only in hell fa many abominations could 
be forged ; and it is only in the Indies hell 
could find workmen to employ them* 

Count Lally, at length, tired out with all the 
Haider proceedings, on receiving this Angular 
H 2 fummons 
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fummons of the council of Pondichery, deter- 
mines to call, without any more lofs of time, 
a council of war, compofed of all the prin- 
cipal officers of the garriLn, and of all the 
heads of the feveral civil communities. He 
acquaints Monilear d'e Leyrit with this re- 
iolution by Father Lavaur. Monfieur de 
Leyrit, upon this, inftead of coming to Count 
Lally, as it was his duty to do,affemUes, on 
his fide, the council of Pondichery. 

The council of war draw -up the arti- 
cles hf capitulation to be a Iked of the enemy 
for the troops, and for the inhabitants, in ge- 
neral, as deemed foldiers in the Indies. They 
therein ftipulate for the religious houfes and 
the hofpitals, the exercife of the Catholic 
religion, &c. and declare to the Engliih, that 
the place fhall be given up to them on' the 
conditions of the cartel concluded, between 
the two relpedlive fovereigns in Europe, for 
their fubjeets when prifoners of war. They 
dipulate, at the fame time, by this declara- 
tion, that the council of Pondichery fhall 
treat feparately with. the Engliih Commander 
for what more immediately relates to the in- 
habitants. All the members of the council 
of war gave their advice feparately in writing, 
with their motives for it, fo as to prove, that 
there was no expecting, or even propoiing, 
ether conditions than thofe required of the 

eneni v 



IOI 


COUNT LALLY. 

enemy by thefe articles. They, likewife 
put tiieir names to the back of the mi- 
nute of this declaration, which the day fol- 
lowing, the 1 5th of January, was to be fent 
to the Englifh Commander. 

The council of Pondichery, on their fide, 
draw up articles of capitulation for the in- 
habitants. Count Lally names a Counfellor 
and an under-merchant to carry thefe articles, 
in conjunction with a Lieutenant Colonel, to 
the Englifh Commander. 

Father Lavaur is commiffioned to com- 
municate to Count Lally, for his approba- 
tion. thefe articles of the council of Pondi- 
chery. The firft imported, that the Eng- 
lifh fhould allow the town a fufpenfion 
of arms for fifteen days ; and, in that in- 
terval, permit the garrifon and the inhabi- 
tants to provide themfelves with provifions 
in the Englifh camp ; and that, if the Count 
d’Ache aid not arrive, before the expiration 
of that term, to the relief of the place, they 
would then confent to capitulate. 

This article appeared fo extravagant to 
Count Lally, that he ftruck it out with 
his own hand. In faft, to afk befiegers to 
feed y<?u for fifteen days, is no better than 
H 3 telling 
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telling them, that you are actually ftarving 
to tell them, that you expert in that interval 
fuch fuccours, as will hinder them from tak- 
ing you, is an idea worthy of a council of 
merchants only. Yet this is the idea of a 
military man; ,it is that of Monfieur Dure, 
Lieutenant Colonel Commandant of artillery 
and fortification in the Indies. He allows 
in his depolition, and even glories, that he 
drew up for the Council of Pondichery thefe 
articles of papitulation, without the know- 
ledge of Count Lally ; without the knowledge 
of his Gene -al ; a thing incredible ! and that, 
too, while !'.$ was figning the contrary in a 
council of war, to which he had been fum- 
moned. And, in order to leave no room 
for doubting the duplicity and abfurdity of 
this fame Monfieur Dure, Count Lally 
here gives, word for word, the opinion 
of that gentleman, with his motives for it, 
all in his own hand writing, and figned by 
himfelf. This opinion Count Lally has ex-r 
hibited in the courfe of the trial. It is as 
follows : 

My opinion is, that we fhould furrender our - 
JeJves pm f oners of war on the terms of the car- 
tel coucluded between his Britannic Majejly and 
his moji Chrijiian Majejiy, agreeable to the above 
declaration of Monfieur • Count Lally ; cur con- 
dition not permitting us to expett better terms, as 
we have but two days provifon left. At Pondi- 
chery 
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chary the 14th of January , 1761. Signed 
Dure , Lieutenant Colonel Commandant of the 
artillery. 

Would any man of common honefty, after 
reading the above opinion of Monfieur Dure, 
and in his own hand writing, imagine, that the 
fe If fame Monfieur Dure could be fo bold as 
judicially to depofe, that a paper was put 
into his hands to fign, while he was running 
in hafte to a battery, without his knowing a 
word of what it contained. Yet he has de- 
pofed it. Count Lally flops here, and leaves 
the public to judge Monfieur Dure. 

It is this {elf-fame Monfieur Dure, who 
was commiifioned to carry to the Englilh 
Commander the capitulation drawn up by 
Count Lally and the council of war. It is by 
him and Monfieur Courtin, the laft a mem- 
ber of the council of Pondichery, who were 
jointly charged to carry the capitulation 
drawn up by that body, fo many extravagant 
fpeeches have been put into the mouth of the 
Englilh Commander, whom thefe two wit- 
nefles aflure the world they found difpofed to 
grant them ail he conditions they could have 
alked, had they been commiifioned by 
Count Lally to alk any. 

As to the other articles, contained in this 
capitulation, drawn up by the council of Pon- 
H 4 dichery 
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dichery, Count Lally acquiefped in them. 
But the Englilh did not think them the lefs 
ridiculous. Accordingly, the account given 
of them to the Englilh Court hy the council 
of Madras is, as follows : The deputies of the 
council of Pondichery, authorifed by Monjieur 
de Lady, prefented Colonel Coote wish feven ar- 
ticles, in which they afked every thing that a 
place in the heft Jiate of defence could expedl ; 
they afked, in a word, that the Englrfh garrifon 
Jh.Ou.id but relieve the French garrifon, till the 
concMjion of a peace. But thefe conditions were 
all rejected by him as they deferred. 

• Count Lally, on his lide, fends to Mon- 
fieur de Leyrit, by Father . La vaur, the mi- 
nute of the capitulation drawn up by the 
council of war. Mprifieur de Leyrit reads 
it; and, without making the leaft remark; 
upon it, fends it back to Count Lally, 

The day following, the 1 5th, Count Lally 
fends Moniieur Dure to the Englilh Com- 
mander with the capitulation of the council 
of war. At the fame time, he fends Mon- 
fieur Courtin a member of the council of 
Eondichery, and Monfieur Tobin an undcr- 
merchant, with that of the council of Pon- 
dichery. 


And 
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And here it is worth obferving, that this 
under-merchant was joined to Monfieur 
Courtin, and invefted with the fame powers, 
merely becaufe he was matter of the Englilh 
language. It is likewife worth obferving, 
that this under-merchant has depofed, that 
he did not hear a tittle of the pretended 
difcourfe, which this Monfieur Courtin has 
put into the mouth of the Englilh Command- 
er, and of which the abfurdity alone is 
fufficient to prove the falfehood. For how 
could this Commander huve told Monfieur 
Courtin, that Count Lally offered him the 
town at difcretion, feeing Co mt Lall} de- 
manded, as conditions, the execution of the 
cartel ? How could this Commander have 
told Monfieur Courtin. “ I would willingly 
grant you conditions, but Monfieur de Lally 
will not accept of any ?” Monfieur Courtin 
was not admitted to the prefence of the Eng- 
Jilh Commander, but in virtue of Count 
Lally ’s commilfion to him to aik conditions. 
Monsieur Pure depofes, that he did not 
aflift at the conferences between Monfieur 
Courtin and the Englilh Commander. 
Monfieur Tobin, Monfieur Courtin’s col- 
legue, depofes the fame thing. And Mon- 
fieur Courtin depofes, that he had fet afide 
Monfieur Tobin as interpreter between him 
and the Englilh Commander, and made ufe, 
in his ftead, of the fecretary of the Governor 

of 
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of Madras. But this behaviour of Monfieur 
Courtin mu# be allowed very criminal. 
How could he know, if this interpreter of his, 
an enemy, faithfully tranflated the anf a ers of 
the Englilh Commander? This Monfieur 
Courtin is weak enough to own hinrfelf 
guilty, in order to e#ablilh an impofture 
again# Count Lally, and that on his bare 
word ? 

The Englilh Commander gives his anfwer 
in writing to every article of the capitulation, 
which Count Lally demanded of him. He 
requires, that the garnfon and the inhabitants 
ihould furrender themlelves, purely and Am- 
ply, prisoners of war to his Britannic Ma- 
jtuy, and promifes to treat the inhabitants 
favourably, without contracting any other 
engagement. It is to be obferved, that this 
is the very fame anfwer, which Admiral Wat- 
fon had given Monfieur Renaut for the fet- 
tlement of Chandcrnagor, and the other 
Fren.h factories in Bengal; and that it is 
the fame,. which Count Lally had given Mr. 
Winch for Fort St, David. 

.As to the other articles fiipulated by the 
council of Pordichery, the Englilh Com- 
mander refuftd them all, giving the deputies 
to underhand, that he had taken particular 
notice, in his anfwer to Count Lally, of the 

treatment 
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treatment he was refolved to grant the inha- 
bitants of Pondichery. 

Neither Moniieur Dure, deputed from the 
council of war, nor the gentlemen deputed 
from the council of Pondichery, nor Count 
Laily, nor the counc 1 of- Pondichery, nor a 
iingle inhabitant of Pmdichery, expected 
better treatment ; and an unqueftionabie 
proof of it is, that thefe deputies flaid quietiy 
in the Englifh camp, though but a fmall haif 
league from the place, from four o'clock in 
the afternoon till two o’clock the next 
morning ; and that they fupped there with- 
out giving Count Lally the leaft notice of 
what kept them. Every corporal knows, 
that a perfon deputed from one enemy to 
another, though no better than a drum or a 
trumpet, is admitted the moment he pre- 
fents himfelf, and immediately fent back with 
his anfwer. 

Father Lavaur, who furniihed the canvas 
for the impeachment wnich Count Lally 's 
accufers were to bring againft him, knew 
nothing of this rule of war. Moniieur 
Courtin was equally ignorant of it. And 
Moniieur Dure, if he knew any thing of it, 
is not, as we have feen, very delicate in matter 
of perjury. Count Lally is poflefiedof three 
perjuries of this gentleman’s, all in his own 

hand 
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Land writing ; and all contradicting the de.- 
pofition of his now in queftion. 

The proof of this is, that the deputy., 
Monfieur Courtin, on coining back to Pon- 
dichery, went to bed without condefcending 
to inform Count Lally, or even Monfieur 
de Leyrit, whom at his confrontation he declares 
he always confiderecl as his fu-preme and only 
Commander, with the fucceis of his errand. 
It n'as, neverthelefs, at eight that very morn- 
ing.. that the Englifh were to take pollef- 
•iiofi of one of .the gates according to the rules 
of war. 

A capitulation is not clofed, till thebe* 
fieged have fubmitted to the terms, which 
the beliegers think proper to impofe upon 
them. Count Lally, therefore, might have 
rene.ved his fire, if thefe deputies had ac- 
quainted hum, that the terms, which the 
Engliih Commander was willing to grant, 
were not acceptible. They, consequently, 
Submitted to them. And, if the Engliih had 
infilled on the place’s furrendering to them 
at diferetion, or even upon more lhameful 
terms, there would have been a necefiity 
for Submitting, as there was no keeping 
them out. Monfieur de Leyrit and the 
council declare in their fummons, that the 
garrifon was no longer in a condition to 

defend 



COUNT LALLY. 


defend the place, though the fortifications 
of it had been compleat, againft a fimple ef- 
calade. The fame Monfieur Courtin has de- 
pofed, that, were it not for fear of his head, as 
he knew the place had but a few minutes 
fubfiflence left, (thefe are- his words) he 
would have infilled on more advantageous 
terms. He agrees, therefore, that it is by 
the condition of a place, the right of the be- 
fieged to infill upon terms, or refufe thole 
offered by the befiegers, is to be determined. 

Meffieurs Dure and Courtin depofe, that 
they did not fo much as know, one the fub- 
jeft of 'the other’s errand. They, neverthelefi, 
fet out together from Pondichery for the 
Englifh camp. It was Monfieur Dure, who, 
the evening before, drew up the articles, of 
which Monfieur Courtin was the bearer. 
That is, therefore, as much as to fay, that 
thefe two deputies, who fet out from Pondi- 
chery together, remained ten hours together 
in the Englifh Commander’s anti-chamber, 
without either of them afking the other, 
<e What brought you here ?” In things of 
lefs moment, fuch witneffes would be fent to 
a mad-houfe. Monfieur Dure goes flill fur- 
ther. He fays, that he did not fo much as 
know the fubjedt of his own errand ; that 
he received a letter to carry ; that he waited 

nine 
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nine hours for an anfwer; and that he 
knows no more of the matter. Yet he gave 
under his hand, that, at nine in the morning, 
a gate fhould be given up to the Englifh. 
Such are the two witnelTes confronted with 
CountLallyon the capitulation of Pondicheryj 
witnelTes, who contra Ji<ft each other upon all 
the circumftances relative to that capitulation; 
witnelTes, one of whom was by Count Lally 
convicted of and reprimanded for fraud, the 
other embezzlement ; and both convicted of 
giving falfe teftimony. 

The facfl is. Had Count Lally delayed but 
fix hours longer to give up the place to the 
enemy, the French troops and inhabitants 
would have found themfelves under a necef» 
fity of quitting it, to give themfelves up 
to him at difcretion. 

The fa<ft is, that, the council of Pondichery 
having refufed to concur with Count Lally in 
this capitulation, Count Lally was obliged to 
wait this laft extremity, fearing left the Count 
d’ Ache's fquadron fhould appear on the coaft 
the next quarter of an hour after he had 
capitulated without their concurrence. It is 
then the council of Pondichery would have 
fupported their impoftures, by the appear- 
ance of an underftanding between Count 
Lally and the Englifh ; that they would have 

accufed 
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accufed him of being in a hurry to put the 
Englifh in poffeffion of the place. They 
would have then depofed, that the magazines 
were Hill full ; that the garrifon was in a 
condition to attack the Englifh, and would 
have beat them j they would fuppofe the ar- 
rival of fome deferter or peafant, by whom 
Count Lally might have been informed, that 
the French fquadron had appeared on the 
coaft. 

There was, therefore, a neceffity for Count 
Lally’s proving, by fome authentic act of the 
council of Pondichery, before he gave up 
that place, the actual condition of it, as well 
as of its garrifon. The council of Pondi- 
chery’s concurring with Count Lally in the 
capitulation would have prevented their ad- 
vancing, and thereby rendered ufelefs, all the 
abominations they were then forging againft 
him; and this is the reafon why they re- 
fufed to concur with him. It was impoflible 
not to make a bad capitulation. They, there- 
fore, wanted, that Count Lally alone fhould 
make it, in order to be able to lay the blame of 
it entirely at his door. Count Lally’s letters to 
Meffieurs de Leyrit and Landiviliau prove, 
that he faw into the iniquity of their defigns. 

The truth, in a word, is, that Pohdichery 
obtained the fame conditions, and the feme 

treatment. 
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treatment, with all the places taken by Count 
Lally from the English, and t>y the Eng- 
lilh from Count Lally, during the whole 
courfe of the war, in confequence of the 
inftructions fent by the Englilh and French 
Companies to their relpedtive factories in the 
Indies. 

But Count Lally might have fpared him- 
felf the trouble of anfw ering all the abfurdi- 
ties advanced by the two foregoing depu- 
ties, and exaggerated by the other witneffes, 
whom thefe deputies have taken care to lec- 
ture on the pretended polfibility of obtain- 
ing more advantageous terms for the in- 
habitants of Pondichevy ; and confine himiblf 
to the following fadt. 

The Governor of Madras, wh'o had re- 
paired to the Englilh army in order to diredt 
the capitulation to be granted Pondichery, 
had in his pocket the duplicate of the in- 
firudfions given to the Counts Lally and 
d’Ache. This duplicate was that very du- 
plicate, which Monfieur de Leyrit had re- 
ceived from court, and which he had com- 
municated to his Fellow Governor of Ma- 
dras. Count Lally knows, that Monfieur 
de Leyrit and Father Lavaur have given 
out, that thefe inftrudlions were taken in a 
boat, which Monfieur de Leyrit had, foui*- 

teen 
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teen days before the furrender of Pondichery, 
difpatched privately with forae other effects 
to Tranquebar. But w r hat reafon could 
Monfieur de Leyrit have for not keeping 
by him thefe inftru&ions ? What reafon 
could he have for expofing them in a boat to 
the Englilh lquadron then in the road, while 
the communication was open by land ; and 
while more than 200 prifoners, befides members 
of the council, officers, fervants of the Com- 
pany, Friars, and others, with paffes from 
the Englilh Commander, were quitting Pon- 
dichery to go to Madras, Tranquebar be- 
longing to the Danes, and Pullicat and Nega- 
patnam belonging to the Dutch. Nay, two 
months before, this felf-fame Monfieur de 
Leyrit fent thirty chefts to Tranquebar, 
in a veffcl for which Mr. Law had obtained 
a pafs from the Englifh Admiral. 

Be it treafon, be it indifcretion in Mon- 
fieur de Leyrit, the fa£t is, that the Governor 
of Madras had the very duplicate of Count 
Lally and the Count d’ Ache’s inftruftions, 
which the court had fent to Monfieur de 
Leyrit. 

The fa£t is, that the Governor of Madras 
cites thefe inftvuftions in his manifefto, to 
juftify the rigour with which he treated Pon- 
X dichery, 
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dichery, when the Engliih Commanders had 
put him in poifeilion of it. 

The fadt is, that thefe lnftru<5Uons, which 
the Engliih caufed to be printed and published, 
forbid Count Lally and the Count d’Ache to 
grant any conditions to the Engliih fett'ements 
they might conquer; and injoined them to 
tranfport all the inhabitants, both civil and 
military without diftindion, to the Ifland of 
Bourbon. Accordingly, thefe very Engliih 
have made a merit, in the eyes of all Europe, 
of having treated, when they took Pondichery, 
the French Letter, than the French had or- 
ders to treat them, had they taken Madras. 

Count Lally now appeals to the impartial 
world, if he could expeft better conditions 
from the Engliih, than thofe which the Engliih 
could prove he would have granted to them ? 
He calls upon the moil prejudiced to declare, 
what they can alledge again# a fa£l of this 
nature, and fo clearly proved. 

Monfieur de Leyrit, therefore, is alone to 
blame for the Engliih Commander’s having 
refufed Count Lally the terms he required, 
though this Commander had not been autho- 
rifed to refufe them by the condition, in 
which the place was when put into his hands. 
Monfieur de Leyrit, therefore, is alone re- 

iponfible 
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fponfible for the demolition of the houfes at 
Pondichery, as well the one hundred and 
four European houfes, as thofe belonging to 
the Blacks, of which this faftory confuted. 

But what puniihment can be bad enough for 
a witnefs, Monfieur Courtin is the man, who 
dares to depofe, that the Engliih commander 
fhewed him the declaration of Count Lally 
and the council of war, by which they of- 
fered to furrender tfiemfelves at difcretion ; 
whereas Monfieur Dure, his collegue, de- 
pofes, that the Engliih Commander laid, 
<c I content to receive the troops and 
the inhabitants prifoners of his Britannic 
Majefty, but it rauft be at difcretion.” 
Count Lally, therefore, did not offer to fur- 
render at difcretion. Neverthelefs, thefe two 
witnelfes had feen, and one of them had even 
figned, the declaration of the council of war. 
What is more ftill, the Englifii Commander’s 
anfwer had been interpreted to them. Mon- 
fieur Dure would have done very ill to take 
charge of it, without knowing what it con- 
tained ; and for the fame reafon, thatMonfieur 
Dure was to get interpreted by Monfieur To- 
bin the declaration written in French, as the 
Englifii Commander did not underftand the 
French, he fhould have got interpreted the an- 
fwer in Engliih of this Commander, as he (Mon- 
fieur Dure) did not underftand the Engliih. A 
I 2 man 
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man fhould have a pardon in his pocket to 
advance fuch abfurdities and contradictions. 

In a word, it was not Count Lally, it was a 
council of war, that fettled and figned the 
form, in which Pondichery fhould be fur- 
rendered to the Englilh, and the terms to be 
aiked of them. The laws have not injoined 
any fet forms for a capitulation. 

A capitulation, is generally, a paper written 
•by the befieged, in which they defire to be 
allowed fuch and fuch terms on delivering 
the place to the beiiegers ; and another paper 
written by the beiiegers, in which they allow 
or refufe the befieged fuch and fuch terms. 
Count Lally produces thefe refpe&ive wri- 
tings. After all, a capitulation would ftill be 
a capitulation, though there fhould be no 
writing on either fide, but merely words of 
honour. 

Count Lally aiked for Pondichery all the 
conditions that any man could polfibly ex- 
peCi, as well by Monlieur Dure, as by au- 
thoriiing Monlieur Courtin to propofe thofe 
extravagant terms, with which the council had 
charged him, though he (Count Lally) knew 
full well, that Monlieur Courtin would never 
obtain them. And, indeed,, how could it be 
expected, that the Englilh Commander fhould 
grant Monlieur Courtin' fuch extravagant 

terms. 
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terras, when he refufed to grant much more 
moderate and reafonable ones to Monfieur 
Dure. It cannot, furely, be expected, that 
a man, who refufes to grant a little, Ihould 
yet be willing to grant a great deal. 

The opinion of a council of war has ever 
been deemed fufficient to jufiify a General 
in all critical operations. The Princes of the 
blood, the Father of the King himfelf, have 
fubmitted to councils of war. It is impolfible 
t© attack the capitulation, the declaration, the 
letter ; in a word, the writing, by which Count 
Lally furrendered Pondichery to the Englilh, 
without attacking all thofe who ligned that 
writing. It would be running counter to all 
the laws and cufioms of war. 

But it is impoffible to attack either Count 
Lally or the council of war, on the capi- 
tulation of Pondichery. They had taken 
the only method to prevent, as much as in 
them lay, not only the deftrubtion. of the 
houfes, b'uc even the demolition of the for- 
tifications, by putting it into the hands of his 
Britannic Majefiy initesd of the Englilh Com- 
pany. His Britannic Majefty’s Commanders 
took poflllfion of it as fuch; and, when they 
afterwards law themlel ves obliged to give it up 
£0 the Englilh Company, on that Company’s 
officers refufing to fubfift their forces, they 
fcrmally oppoied the demolition of it, as 
I 3 being 
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being a royal conquejl , (thefe are their words) 
and immediately depending upon his Bri-i 
tannic Mijefty. The proof of this aflertion 
is tp be found in the manifefto of the coun- 
cil of Madras ; and even in the verbal procefs, 
which the council of Pondichery made on the 
furrender of that place, and two months after 
that event fent to court. This council 
had not as yet forged all thofe abominable 
lies, which they fince agreed in Paris to 
depofe againft Count Lally, as foon as by 
their cabals they had contrived to put it out 
of his power to. defend himfelf. 

But what ! Is it poffible, that all the coun- 
cils of war held by the Count d’Ache on 
board his fquadron to juftify his not failing 
to Madras, at Count Lally’s requifition, 
immediately after the taking of Fort St. 
David, ftiould be deemed fufficient for that 
purpofe? to juftify his returning, after a 
four months ftay on the coaft, to the Ma- 
dagaicgrlflands, before the feafon required it j 
and his abandoning Count Lally for thir- 
teen months together, in fpite of the refo- 
lutions and protefts of the council of Pon- 
dichery ? to juftify his again abandoning 
Pondichery, the year following, after a ftay of 
twenty-four hours only in the road of it, and 
returning to the Madagafcar Iflands, in fpite 
of the representations of the council of 

Pondichery, 
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Pondichery, a.ic tile joint and unanimous 
pio eft of all the ijeveral civil and religious 
cc.minunit'.es of the fettiement, .purpofely 
anemoled to oppole his taking that ftep ? to 
juuify, in a ord, his not coming to the relief 
of I-’ondxho -y during the whole courfe of the 
fixceen mon;h> immediately preceding thefur- 
r nder of it, though he knew it to be at the laft 
gal'p ; and even his not lending four or five 
veiiels of his fquadron, which would have 
been fafficient to fave it ; and, that too, con- 
trary to the opinion of the council of Mau- 
ritius, and even lome of his own officers ? 

And can it be at the fame time poffible, 
that all the councils of war, all the refolutions 
of the council of Pondichery, at which 
Count Lally affifted, and by which he re- 
gulated his principal operations, lhould not 
only be deemed null and of no effect to- 
wards his juftincation, becaufe he affifted at 
them, and ^.ave his opinion like all the other 
members ; but that he fhould even be made 
refponfible for the events, that have hap* 
pened in confequence thereof? 

Is .it poffible, that winds, waves, and o- 
ther circumftances peculiar to a fea war, 
fhould be deemed fufficient for the acquit* 
tal of the Count d’Ache, in regard to the 
three battles, in which he happened to be 
worfted $ and that it fhould be made a crime 

I 4 it* 
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in Count Lally, that out of ten battles he 
loft one, in which, he had but 1250 men to 
fight 2600; that with 1500 men he could 
not drive from the neigh oourhood of Pon- 
dicaery 15,000, mpported by fourteen vef- 
fel: of the line anchored in the road of the 
feif-lame Pondichery 3 and oblige thefe forces 
to raife tne blockade of it ? 

It would be odious to admit fuch a con- 
trail: ; it is, e^en, impoflible to conceive it. 
It ihocks rcafon, wounds juftice, and is re- 
pugnant to humanity. 

Though Count Lally has not been heard 
as to his military conduct ; though he has 
not been permitted to challenge, at the lame 
time, his accufers and witneffes upon this 
head, as being foreign to the tenor of his 
Majefty’s cominiffion, and a fubjedl upon 
which the Parliament did not propole to lit ; 
he is not the left ready to give an account 
of it, when he has gone through his trial 
for extortion and treafon, (crimes, which his 
acculers have endeavoured to fix upon him 
without one of them daring to point out 
any particular inftance of his guilt) if the 
Ring is of opinion, that his military conduct 
ought to be enquired into by military men, 
whether his luperiors or equals, properly 
qualified to form a judgment of it. 


The 
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The Count d’Ache, it is true, declared at 
his interrogatory, that he did not think himfelf 
obliged to anfwer upon that head ; and his 
answering upon it was, accordingly, difpenfed 
with. Count Lally, out of his regard to juft ice, 
contented himfelf with faying, that he was not 
afraid of being able to juftify his military 
conduit, when he fhoald be fupplied with 
the means of doing it allowed by the laws, 
but which he has not as yet teen able to 
obtain. 

The operations of a General are far more 
complex than thofe of an Admiral ; and, con- 
fequently, require a much longer difcuflion. 

An Admiral, wherever he goes, carries his 
magazines along with him. He is not liable 
to delays for want of fubfiftence. He does not 
ftand in need of money. Wherever he is, there 
is his artillery, and that, too, ready mounted, 
without the expence or trouble of buying 
and feeding cattle to draw it. He has no de- 
files, no hollow ways, no mountains, no 
woods, no rivers, to pafs no polls to attack 
or defend ; no fatigues to bear in marching 
and counter-marching ; no earth to dig and 
remove. He has his enemy conllantly in 
fight, and can diftinguilh all his operations. 
He is not afraid of his men deferring him. 
When to the windward of an enemy, he 

fights 
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fights him when, and as much only, 'as he 
pleafes. When to the leeward, he may, if 
he fails as well, avoid him without danger 
or difgrace. In a word, the fuccels of a 
fea fight depends entirely on the ikill and 
courage of the Commander, who has all 
the parts of his machine within his reach 
and ui.der his eye, and can direct them 
by a fingle fignal, without any obftacle 
from die ftage on which he a£Is, efpecially 
in the Indian feas, which are always calm, 
and where the winds, for fix months to- 
gether, blow regulariy from the fame 
quarter. 

A General has none of thefe advantages. 
He has constantly all the oppofite inconve- 
niences to contend with. Hence it may be 
gathered, that an enquiry into the military 
conduct of a General requires a difeuffion, 
of which military men alone can be fup- 
pofed capaule. Such men, were they to en- 
quire into Count Lally’s conducf ? would 
be afionifhed at his operations in the In- 
dies, confidering the means with which he 
was provided for carrying them on. He 
was fubordinate, in all his enterprifes, to the 
motions of afquadron,which, every time itap- 
peared on the coaft, was unfortunate enough to 
fly before that of the Englilh ; thereby leaving 
them mailers of the Indian feas for three years 

together., 
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together. He was totally abandoned by this 
fame fquadron during the fix teen months 
immediately preceding the lofs of Pondi-* 
chery. He was fubordinate to a Governor 
charged with procuring him the neceflary 
funds, aftd who fuffered him, notwithftand- 
ing, to want them fix weeks after his landing 
at Pondichery. He found himfelf at the 
head of an army every moment threatening 
to revolt for want of pay, and often for want 
of fubfiftence ; an army, which twice de- 
ferted its colours to go over to the enemy $ an 
army, which had al.vays fea and land forces 
to firuggle with, an army in its front, and a fleet 
pf fourteen fhips in its rear ; and that without 
receiving the fmalleft affiftance from Europe $ 
jit the head, in fhort, of a council of mer- 
chants, who, enraged at feeing a Commiflary 
from his Majefty, efpecially a military man, 
come from Europe to enquire into their con- 
clude, combined to make all his enterprifes 
mifcarry, and gave out, before he arrived, 
that they would make the gentlemen of Paris 
(meaning the Directors) fick of fending to 
them any more rulers immediately invefted 
with the royal authority ; a council compofed 
of men, who have been conflantly in league 
againft all fuch rulers ; a council compofed 
of thofe very men, who made an attempt on 
the life of Monfieur de la Bourdonnois who 
obliged Monfieur de Godeheu to fly Pondi- 
chery 
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chery in about feven months after his arrival, 
though his inftrudtions were to refide there 
three years j and who, during his ftay there, 
laid him under the neceffity of taking uncom- 
mon precautions for the fafety of his perfon j 
who drove from Pondichery Moniieur Clouet, 
appointed Commiflary to enquire into their 
adminiftration ; who niade an attempt on the 
life of Count Lally, and clofed the fcene by 
actually murdering the Intendant of his army. 
He was at the head of thofe men, whofe maf- 
ters, on Count Lally ’s departure from Europe, 
gave him, in writing, an account of their em- 
bezzlements, and never ceafed threatening 
them during his Hay in the Indies, and injoin- 
Ing the Count to chaftife them, 

-Ail thefe fa&s are fupported by proofs in 
writing, and thefe proofs are in the proper 
offices. 

Count Lally fmifhes this fhort review 
by an obfervation, which he cannot too 
often repeat. He was put under arreft in 
confequence of a cry of extortion raifed 
againft him by a cabal of men, whom he 
had himfeif accufcd, and offered to com- 
vifl, of that very crime. Thefe men have 
not been able to furailh the fhadow of a 
proof againft him upon that head. When 
he had been confined fifteen months, they 

took 
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took it into their heads to give out, that 
they fufpeited him of having had an un- 
derftanding with the enemy. This grofs 
artifice having failed of fuccefs for want 
of proofs, they now confine themfelves to 
an impeachment of his military conduft, of 
which, though they had been witness to it, 
they are not qualified to judge. But they 
will foon be confounded, finoe there is not 
a fingle imputation of theirs, of which Count 
Lally has not fufficiently cleared himfelf. 


•JS-ife- 
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AN ENQUIRY INTO THE REAL 
CAUSES OF THE LOSS OF 
THE INDIES. 

S INCE the loft of Pondiehery, the pub- 
lic has thought of nothing elfe. It is ftill 
the chief fubjedt of every converfation. No 
ftone has been left unturned to make Count 
Lally the author of that misfortune. It is 
time the delufion fhould ceafe. Count 
Lally did not fet out for the Indies without 
the ftri£teft orders to enquire into the abufes 
committed there, and punifh them. The 
perfons guilty of thefe abufes were even 
pointed out to him. At his arrival, he 

found 
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found every thing in the moft Ihocking dif- 
order. He had to puniih embezzlements, 
difobedience, theft, bafenefs, cowardice, 
mutiny. He had to bring back to their 
duty fome officers, who negle&ed it. 
Hence the league formed againft him by a 
number of men confcious that they were 
ruined themfelves, if they did not ruin 
Count Lally. Hence that inveteracy, with 
which they have kept up the notion con- 
ceived by the public, that he was, alone, 
the author of the lofs of the Indies. 

On his return to Europe, Count Lally of- 
fered the Miniftry and the Company to prove 
the mal-pra<ftices, which he had been obliged 
to enquire into ; and even bring back into the 
coffers of the Company feveral millions, 
which would have reftored their commerce 
from the very firft year of the peace. 

Is it furprifing, that the perfons guilty 
of fo many enormities fhould endeavour 
to ftifle Count Lally’s voice ? It is, indeed, 
very odd, fo odd as to do their under- 
ffanding little honour, that they fhould think 
of charging him with thofe very crimes and 
diforders, which they themfelves committed, 
as appears by the accounts laid by him before 
the Miniftry and the Company. 
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In a fcandalous memorial, prefented to the 
Miniftry, thefe men have been very liberal in 
their promifes to furnifli proofs againft Count 
Lally ; but, after four years lpentin looking for 
them, they have not as yet-been able to produce 
any. On the contrary, the proofs of Count 
Lally againft them are to be found in pieces 
written and figned by themfelves.- Yet, what 
can fear ce be believed, the Directors of the 
Company have rejected thefe pieces, without 
fo much as vouchafing to caft an eye on 
them. Nay, they have follicited the Miniftry 
to acquaint Count Lally, even in the King’s 
name, that they would not receive any of the 
eclairciffements, with which he offered to fup- 
ply them. 

Thefe gentlemen have, moreover, , decla- 
red to the Miniftry, that they were fatisfied 
with the conduct of their Council and: 
other fervants in the Indies, though Count 
Lally has by him more than twenty pieces 
iigned by thefe very Directors, expreffing 
their diffatisfadtion with thefe very fervants, 
and requefting him to fee them punilhed. 

The gentlemen of this council arrive in 
Europe without either their books or their re- 
gifters. Nay, they are not fo much as called 
upon for them. They all fallen, as- cre- 
ditors, upon the Company, each certifying 
for the iufticc of the other’s demand. The 

Di- 
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Directors admit thefe demands. They ap- 
prove the accounts of Monfieur de Leyrit 
and Defvaux, the Company’s ftewards in the 
Indies, who had driven away a Commiflary, 
fent there by the Company purpofely to exa- 
mine thefe accounts, againft: which half the. 
council of Pondichery had folemnly protefted. 
It is only the right of the officers to their pay, 
the price of their blood, which the Directors 
call into queftion. But Count Lally, on his 
leaving the Indies, made the council’s clerk 
give him an abftradft of their regifters. Why 
did not the gentlemen of the Council bring 
fuch an abftradt with them to Europe ? Have 
they been employed thefe four years paft in 
forging new regifters ? They run no rifk in 
doing it. Their regifters will never be com- 
pared with the abftraft Count Lally thought 
proper to provide himfelf with. It is not, but 
that many of the members of the old dire&ion, 
in particular the Marquis de Montmorency, 
Meffieurs Caufabon, Michel, Rothe, &c.* 
have exclaimed againft thefe fhameful pro- 
ceedings, fo detrimental to the true in- 
terefts of the Company. Nay, Monfieur 
Rothe, eftabiifhed in quality of Com- 
mandant at Port 1’Orient, can bear witnefs, 
that Father Lavaur, at his landing, had not as 
yet dared to conceive againft Count Lilly 
that fupplement of horrid crimes, which he 
afterwards thought proper to infert in his libel 
K at 
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.it Paris, on finding himfelf fupported by the 
clamours of the public. 

The Miniftry themfelves, when they 
eaufed Count Lally to be put under arreft, 
charged him with nothing but extortion. 
The commiffion iftued by the King fifteen 
months after made no diftirkftion between 
him and the other India men, in the enquiry 
his Majefiy ordered his Parliament to make 
into the extortions committed in .the Indies. 
Count Lally was not fo much as named in it. 

He cannot believe, it is impoflible any one 
fiiould, that a libel found amongft the papers 
of Father Lavaur, after the death of that Fa- 
ther, flioul'd not only produce an amnefty in 
favour of all the India men, except Count 
Lally ; but make all the faults and all the 
crimes, that might have been committed 
there, fall upon him. The Miniftry knew 
of this libel, when the firft commiilzon 
was hTueJ. The Miniftry have had in their 
hands, thefe two years paft, the charges 
brought againfl: Count Lally by his ene- 
mies. In all that time, they heard of no- 
thing but extortion. The fulpicion of high 
treafon was an afterclap, by way of fupplement 
to their former calumnies. This fufpicion 
was mentioned in the fecond commiffion. 
Jt was alledged agaiiift Count Lally as a 

motive 
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motive for refuting him the affiftance of 
council. 

The calumnies, with which Count Laity’s 
enemies have charged him in a multiplicity 
of libels, all tend to perfuade the public, 
that he was the author, not only of the lofs 
of Pondichery, but of the whole Indies. 
They tend to perfuade the public, that the 
lofs of Pondichery has occafioned the decay 
of the Company’s commerce, and the pre-- 
fent critical fituation of the Company itfelf. 
Here are two grofs impoftures, which Count 
Lally thinks it incumbent on him to lay open. 

Bengal was the moft precious, indeed the 
only lucrative, fettlement the Company had 
in the Indies. This fettlement had been loti: 
a year before Count Lally’s arrival. The 
lofs of it could not but be followed by that 
of Pondichery, which, exhaufted by a twenty 
years war, drew from Bengal the greateft 
part of its fubliftence. The Governor and the 
Council of Pondichery might have prevented 
the lofs of Bengal, the forces the French Com- 
pany then had in the Indies being twice 
tironger than thofe of the Engliih Company. 
The Council of Pondichery are not fo much 
as queftioned about this negledt, though all the 
memorials of the miniftry and the Directors, as 
vi ell as all their letters to Count Lally, fpeak 
K a of 
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of nothing but the grea tnefs of this lofi, and 
the impoffibility of fupporting the commerce 
of the Company in the Indies without Bengal. 

The Company reaped no profit from its 
trade on the Coromandel coaft, through the 

This appears plainly by all the memorials of 
the Company. The lands poffcffed by the 
factories of Bondi chevy and Mafuli-patnam 
upon that coaft were not fufficient to defray 
the expences of thefe factories ; and yet it 
was a common thing with the Company’s 
Rewards there to make immenfe fortunes. 

The revenues of the four provinces made 
Over to Monfieur de Buffy, by way of fecurity 
for the maintenance of 800 men about Sala- 
betzingue’s perfon, were not fufficient for that 
purpofe. Monfieur de Buffy makes a demand 
on the Company of two millions, advanced 
by him for the maintenance of that body, to 
whom there was, notwithstanding, due two 
millions more, when Monfieur de Buffy threw 
up the command of it j not to fpeak of what 
he made himfelf by it ; for which, however, 
he was not a whit the tenderer of the Company 
in calling upon them for what he fays he dif- 
buried on their account. The advancing 
to a Company, by one of their fervants, two 
millions of livres, without taking any fecu- 
rity 5 and two millions more to private perfons 
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removing to places fix thoufand leagues from 
the place this fervant is going to refiae at, 
are, furely, phoenomena, which fuppofe, that 
things of this magnitude, when thus left to mere 
chance, are not concerns of tne firfi rank in the 
fortune of fuch fervant. This digrefiicn was 
neceffary to expofe the grofsncfs of the impof- 
tures advanced againft Count Lally by his ene- 
mies, who. true to their fyftem of recrimina- 
tion, continue to give out, that he is offering 
fums of money to every one ; and name fome 
perfons in particular, who had received money 
from themfelves. Count Lally challenges the 
Indies and the whole world to prove, that he has 
fo much as the fhadow of any fortune, but that 
of which he has given the Minifters an inven- 
tory. He will be the firfi: to condemn him- 
felf for every crime laid to his charge, that 
they can prove againft him. Let his enemies 
but fubferibe to the fame conditions, and 
the Company will have fo on repaired all its 
Ioffes, 

The lofs of Pondichery, which it is the 
Intereft of the gentlemen of the old direction, 
and the Company’s ftewards, to make the 
proprietors confider as one and the fame thing 
with the lofs of their commerce in the Indies, 
has o ntributed nothing towards the prefent 
condition of the Company. 

Jv 3 TU 
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The Company owed fifteen millions of 
livres in the Indies, according to the ftate 
of their affairs, which Monfieur de Leyrit put 
into Count Lally’s hands on his arrival 
there. Their credit there was fo bad, that 
laterally the Dutch refufed to lend them 
240,00a livres, though the council of Pon- 
dichery offered cent, per cent, for it. 

The Company fent clofe upon fix millions 
of livres to the Indies during the whole courfe 
of a four years war. The regifters of Pondi- 
dichery, and the depofitions of the Com- 
pany’s I'reafurers, prove, that the expences of 
the. factory of Pondichery, in time of war, 
did not fail ihort of a million of livres a 
month. 

The Council of Pondichery borrowed clofe 
upon three millions by iffuing bank notes, one 
half of which, called in and burned by Count 
Lally’s dire&ions, is legally due ; but not fo 
the other half. Count Lally refufed to allow 
them. This is a criminal monopoly, which 
Monfieur de Leyrit has not been afraid to 
authorife in fpite of all Count Lally could 
do to hinder it. Thofe, who fhould now 
prefent thefe bank notes or their value in 
bills of exchange, mull have made in the 
obtaining of them a profit of 1000 or 1500 
per cent. 


The 
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The Council of Pondichery received about 
a million of livres by the different taxe: im> 
pofed on that iettlement. This debt is a 
juft one. 

The arrears of pay due to the army may 
amount to 1.200,000 or 1.500,000 livres, At 
moil. 

Thus, the four years war on the coaft of 
Coromandel coft the Company as follow : 

Sent to the Indies - - - 6.000,002 livres 

Amount of banknotes unpaid 1 .500,000 
Borrowed of the colony - 1. 000, coo 

Arrears due to the army - 1.500,000 

Total - 10.000,000 livres. 

Hence it may be eafily gathered, that the 
revenues of the country, the conquefts made 
by Count Lally, and the refources em- 
ployed by him, muft have fupplied what this 
iiim fails ihort of a million a mon-'h, during 
the firft twenty months that he kept the 
Englifh at bay ; and that, thefe refources 
once exhaufted, it was impoffible not to yield 
to an enemy, w ho was daily receiving fuc- 
cours in men and money from Europe. 

R .4 The 
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The Englifh fent twice as many nien, 
twice as many vefiels, and ten times as much 
money to the Indies, as the French did. The 
taking of Chandernegor was, alone, worth 
themfeventy-five millions of livres, with which 
they drove us out of the Indies. The lofs 
of Bengal is not fo much as fpoken of. Is 
it becaufe Bengal was loft by a fervant pf the 
Company ? 

The prefervation pf Pondichery required 
a reinforcement of men and fhips, and, of 
courfe, an extraordinary expence. The Coun- 
cil of Pondichery, who now attack Count 
Lally on the fcore of this lofs, are the felf- 
lame Council, who wrote to the Directors 
before his arrival, that, let them fend what 
men or fhips they pleafed. Count Lally could 
hope for no fuccefs, if they did not fend ten 
millions of livres along with'him. Now it is 
nqtorious, that not only one third qf the men 
and fhips, deftined to aft under Count Lally 
for the defence qf the Indies, was kept from 
him, buf that thefe ten milliqps of livres, 
called for by the council of Pondichery, were 
reduced to two millions, which the Covernor 
of Pondichery made away with, in the firfl: 
five and twenty days after Count Lally’s 
arrival. 


The 
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The faving of Pondichery would not have 
paid the fourteen millions of livres due by 
the Company in the Indies $ and, confequently, 
would not have reftored the Company’s 
credit, which, for ten years paft, had been 
totally ruined. The Englifh reftored Pon- 
dichery at the conclufion of the peace, and 
the Company may again begin its trade 
there. This enemy has taken care to cramp 
and confine that, which the Company car- 
ried on in Bengal, becaufe it was the only 
trade in India, by which the Company was 
any gainer. 

The lofs of Pondichery may, therefore, be 
reduced to that fuffered by the demolition 
pf the fortifications and one hundred and 
four European houfes, which made the whoie 
of this fa&ory. The putting of the forti- 
fications in a better condition, than ever they 
were in, cannot amount to more than two 
millions of livres ; nor the rebuilding of the 
European houfes to more than one million. 
Beiides, the rebuilding of the European 
houfes is no affair of the Company’s, moft 
of thefe houfes having been built with 
the embezzlements and thefts committed on 
the Company by the owners of them. The 
fame owners are rich enough to rebuild 
them. 


As 
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As to the houfes of the Blacks, which were 
likewife razed, the ground on which they 
flood formed the principal value of them. 
The Engliih made no.allowance to the Blacks, 
whofe houfes Monlieur Dupleix ordered to 
be deftroycd at Madras, and yet they were 
rebuilt in twelve months. 

The whole of what the Engliih found at 
Pondichery, in artillery, ammunition, or mer- 
chandize, was not worth a midion of lines. 
The fiege of Madras atone, though the 
place was not taken, colt the Engliih, by 
their own confeilion, above ten millions of 
Jivres. 

This detail, founded on the moll: exadt 
truth, is fufficient to deflroy the falfe idea 
infinuated by thofe, who appear againli Count 
Lally in the double character of accufers and 
witnefles, that the lois of Pondichery makes 
a difference of forty millions of livres to 
the Company. Thefe witnefTes have ex- 
aggerated that lofs, in proportion to the 
abatement they make in valuing their own 
fortunes, and calculating the embezzlements 
they have been guilty of. 

A real misfortune • for the Company, in 
the lofs of Pondichery, is its having convin- 
ced the Black Princes of the country, that 

the 
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the maritime ftrength of England is much 
fuperior to that of France. 

Count Lally will not, in this place, take 
upon him to lay open the mifbehaviour of 
a Governor and a Council, who could and 
Ihould have prevented the lots of Bengal j 
and who, by their negligei:ce to take the ne- 
cefiary precautions for that purpofe, and 
their criminal fquandering of the Company’s 
money, accelerated the lofs of Pondichery. 

He contents himfelf with proving, that, 
with land forces equal, or even fuperior, to 
thofe of the enemy, it was impoffible to fave 
Pondichery without a fquadron, as long as the 
enemy had one. And he flatters hiinfelf, 
that the public will, at length, open their 
eyes to the real caufes of this lofs, which, 
by way of recrimination, the Council of 
Pondichery are now endeavouring to lay at 
his door, after having, previous to it, and 
in conjunction with all the European in- 
habitants, and by a folemn aft, fignified to the 
Count d’Ache himfelf, that the lofs of Pon- 
dichery was entirely owing to the defertion 
of it by his fquadron, and that, too, fixteen 
months before the place fell into the hands 
of the Englifh, 


The 
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The whole queftion, therefore, may be re- 
duced to this , whether with 3400 Europeans, 
■which the Company had in the Indies under 
the command of Count Lally, but difperfed 
over a traft of more than two hundred leagues. 
Count Lally, without money to pay thefe 
Europeans, and without a Angle boat, could 
defend a coaft of three hundred leagues, 
againft three armies belonging to the Engiilh ; 
one from Bengal, which had made a defcent 
iji one of the provinces, where Monfieur de 
Bully commanded, and from thence marched 
againft Mafuli-patnam ; another on the coaft 
of Coromandel, to make head againft that 
commanded by Count Lally in perfon ; and 
both reinforced by a third army drawn from 
Bombay, and fupported, befides, by fourteen 
ftiips of the line. 

It is an axiom in v'ar, and every officer 
stiuft know the truth of it, that with one 
army it is imfojjible for a General to make 
head againft two. Did the Count d’ Ache’s 
fquadron protect Count Lally ’s operations ? 
Did Admiral Pococke’s protect the opera- 
tions of the Englifh ? The anfwer to thefe 
two queftions will be a fufficient refutation 
of all the lies, which the poifonous tongues of 
the league formed againft Count Lally have 
dared to propagate againft him. 


It 
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It has, afluredly, been clearly demon- 
ftrated, that the Count d’Ache was defeated 
the firft time he came to an anchor on the 
coaft of Coromandel, and that he came to 
take lhelter under the walls of Pondichery. 

It has been demonftrated, by letters re- 
ported in the courfe of this trial, that the 
Count d’Ache did not fecond Count Lally 
m the operations he had propofed againft 
Madras, after the taking of Fort St. David. 

It has been demonftrated, that the Count 
d’Ache, on his putting to fea three months 
after this, was defeated a fecond time ; that 
he a fecond time took refuge under the walls 
of Pondichery, and afterwards abandoned 
the Indian feas to the Englifh, in order to re- 
treat to the Madagafcar Ifiands. 

■ It has been demonftrated, that he did not 
appear again, in Iefs than thirteen months, 
on the coaft of Coromandel ; that on reach- 
ing it he was defeated a third time; and 
that, after a ftay, and that too a forced one, 
of nine days only in the road of Pondi- 
chery, he deferred that place, never to Thew 
himfelf there again. 

It has been made equally evident, that for 
ihree years together the Engliih fquadron 

did 
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did not quit the coaft; and that, during the four 
months of its wintering in the two firft of thefe 
three years, the Commander of it never for- 
got to leave fome frigates on the coaft, to in- 
tercept any fuccours, which might be coming 
to Pondichery. 

It is impoflible to have the flighteft notion 
of the lituation of the Indian coaft, without 
being convinced, that no European fettle- 
ment upon it can pofTibly hold out without 
the affiftance of a fquadron. All the memo- 
rials of the Company, all the letters of the 
Miniftry, all the refolations of the feveral 
Councils in the Indies, all the inftruXions 
given to the Counts Lally and d’Ache, 
confpire to eftablifh this truth. A few re- 
flexions, however, may render it ftill more 
ftriking. 

Monfleur dc Levrit, to refute the charge, 
brought againft him by the Council of Chan- 
dernagor, of his not having fent them 300 
men, which would have been fuflicient to 
lave Bengal, alledged in his juftification, that 
he was afraid to weaken the garrifon of Pon- 
dichery, left Admiral Watfon’s fquadron, then 
employed in Bengal itfelf, at three hundred 
leagues diftance, fhould, in the mean time, 
fall upon that place. 


This 
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This fquadron confifted of two large lhips 
2nd three frigates. The Englilh had not 300 
men at Madras. Monfieur de Leyrit had 
1200 regular troops. He had thofe very in- 
valids, thofe very fervants of the Company, 
thofe very inhabitants, with which Count 
Lally's accufers pretend that Count Lai ly 
might have afterwards defeated 4500 Englilh. 
Monfieur de Leyrit was feared out of his wits 
by five Englilh lhips ; and thofe accufers of 
Count Lally pretend, that he Ihould not have 
been frightened at fourteen lhips of the line. 
Monfieur de Leyrit wrote at the lame time to 
the Company, that, all the Englilh forces 
being in Bengal, he was under no apprehen- 
fions for Pondichery. Why, therefore, did 
he refufe 300 men to preferve Bengal ? 

The Chevalier de Soupire, a Major-Gene- 
ral, arrived in the Indies, eight months be- 
fore Count Lally, with 1100 men, and found 
2000 at Pondichery. The fix lhips, which 
came with him, returned to the Madagalcar 
Illands, in Gonfequence of a refolution of the 
Council of Pondichery, who were under ap- 
prehenfions of the little Englilh fquadron in 
Bengal coming to attack them. Thefe fame 
apprehenfions induced Monfieur de Leyrit, 
to the great aftonilhment of the Englilh, to 
keep the Chevalier de Soupire from attempt- 
ing any thing againfi them for eight months 
■together. This the Englilh take notice of in 

the 
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the account of the war in the Indies, which 
theyfent to London* In fa£t, Madras was? 
then open on every fide, and had but 300 
men to garrifon it. Fort St. David was in a 
ruinous condition, and garr-ifoned by no more 
than Co. In a word, the Englifh could not- 
bring above 200 men into the field, and the 
Chevalier de Soupire had 2000. Thefe are 
notorious and well-proved fads, and yet no 
attention is paid them : they are not fo much 
as thought of. 

The very day Count Lally landed at Pon- 
dichery, he marched- againfi: Cudaloor and 
Fort St. David, with fewer troops than the 
Chevalier de Soupire had. Befides, Fort St.- 
David, inftead of 60 Europeans, had now 
700, befides 2000 fepoys or Black loldiers, 
to defencf it ; and the fortifications of it had 
been repaired ; notwithfianding which. Count 
Lally, in lpite of the Count d’Ache’s defeat, 
continued the attack, and took it. 

Mbnfieur de Leyrit and part of the in- 
habitants of Pondichery began already to 
exclaim loudly againft Count Lally ’s attempt 
upon Fort St. David. They treated it as rafh- 
nels, confideringthat t-hefquadronof thcCount 
d’Ache had been obliged to bury itfelf under 
the walls of Pondichery, and could not affilf , 
Count Lally in the fiege > whereas the Engliili 

fquadron 
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fquadron, eight days after the engagement, 
put to fea again. It had been already de- 
cided in the trading council of Pondichery, 
that a General and King’s CommilTary fhould 
be to blame, though he fhould meet with, 
fuccels. Accordingly, Monlieur de Leyrit 
loft no time in flopping Count Lally’s pro- 
grefs, by declaring to him in lefs than a 
month after his arrival, that he had not 
wherewith to pay his army, or even fubfift it. 

The very day Count Lally faw himfelf rid 
©f the Englifh fquadron, by its going to 
winter at Bombay, he took the field again ; 
drove the Englilh even into Madras ; and with 
2700 European foldiers undertook the liege 
of that place, defended by 1600 regular 
troops, 400 of the Company’s fervants, in- 
habitants or invalids, and 3000 Black foldiers 
who, though deemed of no account in the 
field, are equal to Europeans behind a 
wall. It muft be allowed, that Monlieur de 
Vauban, in treating of the attack of places, 
never calculated that proportion, in which 
every man of the befieged is deemed equal 
to five of the befiegers. In this cale, the 
befieged were almoft double the befiegers ; 
and yet Count Lally would, perhaps, have 
taken Madras, lince he fucceeded fo far as to 
open it, were it not for the arrival of a rein- 
forcement to it of fix lhips4nd 600 men 3 and 
L did 
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did he not apprehend, left thefe fix IhipS 
Ihould, in twelve hours, as very well they 
might, bear down upon Pondichery, then 
without a fingle foldier to oppofe an efca- 
lade, by which 300 men might have car- 
tied it. 

Neverthelels, the not taking of Madras has 
been imputed as a crime to Count Lally by 
the very lame council, which never thought 
of imputing as a crime to Monfieur Dupleix 
his having mifcarried thrice before Cudaloor, 
twice before Arcot, twice before Tritcha- 
nopoly, befides having had two whole armies 
fucceftively made prifoners before it. But 
he was a fervant of the Company’s ; and, 
as Monfieur Godeheu fays in his letter of the 
25th of November 1743 to Monfieur Du- 
pleix ; 1 don’t knoiv how you will have treated 
the Son of one of us f ithe Father is a Director 3 
that is faying enough . 

Count Lally, when he raifed the fiege of 
Madras, had 2200 men under arms, whom 
he left to the command of the Chevalier de 
Soupire. The Englilh, in confequence of 
the reinforcement they had received, were 
nearly as ftrong. In lefs than fix weeks after 
the railing of the fiege, the vanguard of their 
fquadron made its appearance on the coaft. 
Upon . this, they took the field j marched 

againft 
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againft the Chevalier de Soupire, who lay 
'encamped under the walls of Conjeveram on 
the left banks of the Palear ; drove him from 
his poft ; made him abandon all the country on 
thefe banks belonging to the diftriet of Ar- 
cot, which Count Lally had conquered the 
year before ; and even crofs the river. It 
is not to be prefumed, that the Chevalier 
de .Soupire, as flrong in Europeans as the 
enemy, would have avoided a battle, did he 
not fear, left the fix Ihips arrived at Madras, 
joined to Admiral Pococke’s fquadron, fhould 
cut off his return to Pondichery. 

In this pofition,what could Count Lally do? 
"What fhould he have done? His firft ftep 
was to return to the poft, which the Che- 
valier de Soupire had abandoned. But it was 
now too late. The enemy had fortified it. 
The terror of their arms had even reached 
Pondichery. The inhabitants made it a 
crime in Count Lally to undertake this 
expedition, and leave Pondichery twenty 
leagues behind him, expofed to the infults 
of the Englifh fquadron. Had Count Lally" 
lent a detachment to quiet the minds of the 
inhabitants of Pondichery, he would have 
weakened himfelf, and expofed himfelf to the 
danger of being defeated by the enemy. 
Therefore, the wifeft thing he could do was, to 
obferve the motions of the Englifh, and take 
L 2 poft: 
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poll between them and Pondichery, In order 
to be near enough to fave that place by a 
forced march of four and twenty hours, in 
cafe their fquadron lhould make any attempt 
in his rear ; and thereby gain time for the 
arrival of the Count d’ Ache's fquadron. 

Count Lally might fpare himfelf the trouble 
of giving, in this place, a detail of the num- 
berlefs forced pofitions, to which the con- 
tinual dread he was under from a fquadron 
at his back • obliged him. He might add, 
that, at this, very j undture, his army was 
without pay. But he has undertaken to prove, 
that, though his army had been fupcrior to 
that of the Englilh, as, indeed, it was not, 
the advantages derived by the Englilh army 
from the alfiftance of the Englilh fquadron 
were too great to be calculated. 

The three factories belonging to the 
French Company on the coaft of Coroman- 
del are Mafuli-patnam, Pondichery, and 
Karical. Thefe three factories occupied one 
hundred and thirty leagues of the coaft, in- 
terfered by the pofteffions of the Englilh, 
the Danes, the Dutch, and the Princes of 
the country. 

Let any military man judge, what difpo- 

fidon can be made with only 2200 men to 

defend 
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defend a coaft of one hundred and thirty- 
leagues, againft a fquadron of fourteen lhips 
of the line, even if thefe 2200 men hadno army 
to make head againft. Let him judge, how, 
with 2200 men, it is pofiible to hinder fuch 
a fquadron from making a defeent at one or 
the other of the extremities of fuch an extent.; 
and, at the lame time, defend t wenty-three places 
or forts up the country ; a country from which, 
it is well known, no revenue or fu’ofiftence can 
be drawn without an armed force ? No doubt, 
a few Europeans, with a great many .Blacks, 
are fufficient to defend thefe pofts; but the 
Blacks don’t ferve without pay 5 and Mon- 
iieur cle Leyrit did not give them any. 

Should Count Lally have fent a detachment 
to the alliftance of Mafuli-patnam, attacked 
by. the Englifh army from Bengal ? In that 
cafe, the Englifh fquadron would have re- 
mained before Pondichery ; the Englifh army 
would have attacked that of Count Lally 
weakened by the detachment fent to Mafuli- 
patnam, and the reinforcement thrown into 
Pondichery. Count Lally, therefore, would 
have no longer been able to keep the field 
in the prefence of this army. It was, there- 
fore, necelfary, that he ihould employ his 
whole ftrength in the defence of Pondichery, 
though, by fo doing, he left the Englilh 
matters of the open country. 

L 3 Bu f 
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But the Englifh fquadron, then finding 
Pondichery too ftrong for it, would have 
made for Karical our fouthermoft factory, 
thirty leagues from Pondichery, as it, in 
faff, afterwards did. Had there been a ne- 
ceiTttv for fending part of the garrifon of 
Pondichery, to reinforce that of Karical, 
the Englifh fquadron would have returned 
to Pondichery, already ffraitened by the En- 
glifh army ; and, ccnfequently, have made 
it neceffary to recall the detachment fent tq 
Karical, in order to reinforce Pondichery, 
and the army which protected it. But, in 
that cafe, the Englilh fquadron might have 
returned to Karical in twenty-four hours. 
It is afked, if an army can keep up with a 
fquadron ? and if it is not abfurd to fuppofe, 
that a coaft of one hundred and thirty leagues 
may be defended without a fquadron. Accord- 
ingly, the Englifh fquadron, having met with 
no oppofition, feized luceeflively all the efta- 
blilhments we had on that coaft to the right 
and left of Pondichery. 

As foon as this fquadron had mattered the 
whole coaft, it came to ail anchor in the 
road of Pondichery, to the amount of four- 
teen fhips of the line and three frigates, 
whofe crews made very near 7000 Eu- 
ropeans. The Englifh army, 4000 Eu- 
ropeans and 4000 Blacks ftrong, appeared, at 
the fame time, four leagues from Pondichery, 
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in order to form the blockade of it. Count 
Lally had but 1350 Europeans, and 600 
Blacks to oppofe to them. Some of the 
witneffes againft Count Lally have been mad 
enough to fwear, that he might have ga- 
thered .ogether in Pondichery 3000 Europe- 
ans, as well regular troops, as invalids. Com- 
pany’s fervants, valets, and other inhabitants, 
&c. and that with this fine hoft he might have 
engaged and beat the 4000 Englilh, who be- 
fhged it. But, befides that this number is exag- 
gerated by one third, what could have hindered 
the Englifh fquadron from landing, in the 
mean time, men enough to mafter Pondi- 
cnery, dripped of all its Europeans ? A body 
or 300 men would have been fufficient for that 
purpofe. And if thefe 4000 Englilhmen had 
beat, as one may eaiily fuppofe they would, the 
ban and arriere-ban of Pondichery, what would 
become of the place itl'elf in four and twenty 
hours ? 

The account taken by the Englifh of the 
Europeans made prifoners of war in Pondi- 
chery makes them amount to 2060, in- 
cluding, along with the regular troops, the 
invalids, failors, Company’s fervants, friars, 
valets, workmen, and other inhabitants, with 
their wives and children. It is now afked, 
what became of the 3000 fighting men, with 
which it has been impudently depofed that 
Count Lally might have beat the Englifh ? 

L 4 Jr 
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It is alked, what is the world to think of 
Monfieur de Leyrit, who, in a printed peti* 
tion prefented to the council of Madras, is not 
afraid to tell an enemy, that he allows they have 
reafon to be offended with Count Lally's treatment 
of the inhabitants of Fort St. David but that they 
snuff at the fame time allow , that Count Lally has 
fujficievtly repaired that injury , by inviting the 
Engliffi to come arid take poffeffion of Pondichery, 
with more men to defend it, than the Englijh had 
to attack it ? Such enormities would not be 
credited, were they not upon record in a pub- 
lic aft. It was, however, a friar, it was Fa- 
ther Lavaur who drew up this act. This 
Jefuit was the moll holy man in all the Indies, 
and Monfieur de Leyrit palled for the 
honefteft. 

Here, therefore, Count Lally proves from 
the mutters of the Commiilary, that he had 
but 700 regular troops to defend Pondichery 
againit an army of 4500 Englilh, and an 
Eng! ilh fquadron of fourteen lhips of the line, 
containing 7000 Englilh more and 10,000 
Blacks. Now, if 2700 Europeans fhould have 
taken 5000 men in Madras, a place open to 
the fea, 1 1 ,500 Englilh could not, certainly, 
but take 700 men in Pondichery blocked 
up by fea as well as by land. 


Count 
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Count Lally hopes he will be allowed to 
have proved, that it is impoffible for an army 
to keep up with a fquadron; and that, of 
courfe, a fquadron muft have time to pofleis 
itfelf, one by one, of all the places on a coaft, 
before an army can come to their affiftance 
by land ; in a word, that an army, by attempt- 
ing to watch the motions of a fquadron with- 
in a ftretch of thirty leagues only, would, in 
a month’s time, be fo worn down, as not to 
be able to fire at Angle mulket. 

All Count Lally has now to do, is to anfwer 
two conjectures, which his accufers have 
ventured to throw out againft him. The firft 
is, that, had he taken Madras (as, according 
to them, he might have done) Pondichery 
had never been attacked. The fecond is, 
that, had he not loft the battle of VandL 
wafh (which, according to them, he fhould 
not have riiked) Pondichery had never been 
taken. 

It has been proved, that, for want of a 
fquadron, themoft the taking of Madras, and 
even the gaining of the battle of Vandiwalh, 
could do, was to retard the lofs of Pondichery 
for fix or twelve months. It is even to be re- 
marked, that, from the very day the Englifh 
took pofteflion of Pondichery, they had two 
years and a half before them to reduce it by 

famine, 
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famine, fince the account of a peace being 
concluded did not reach the Indies till the ex- 
piration of that term. 

In this fuppofition, how would it have been 
poffible for Count Lally, deprived of all 
kind of communication with Europe and the 
inland country, to fubfift Pondichery for thefe 
two years? How could he have paid his 
troops, who had already gone twelve months 
without pay? The Englilh fquadron alone 
would have been fuflicient to take Pondichery 
without the affiftance of an army. A body 
of 500 Hack horfemen would have been iuffir 
cient to ftarve it out by ravaging its com 
grounds ; and the ufuai mortality among troops 
fent to India, joined to the defertion with 
which the want of pay would infallibly be 
attended, would in lefs than a year reduce the 
troops to nothing. 

Monfieur de Bully's army, which originally 
confined of no more than 800 men, loft 600 in 
the twelve months immediately preceding the 
arrival of Count Lally in the Indies. Of the 
1 80c men, which, two years before, Monfieur 
Goueheu had brought with him to the Indies, 
there remained but 500 fit for fervice, 
when Count Lally landed at Pondichery. 
Yet the coaft of Coromandel had been in per- 
fetft peace fince the arrival of Monfieur 

Godeheu. 
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Godeheu. There is no obtaining without 
Jives any fuccefs in war. Count Lally was 
in the cafe of loiing the Indies by fuccefles as 
well as by defeats, the moment he faw himfelf 
deprived of a fquadron, and of all manner 
of fuccours from Europe. 

Count Lally, had he taken Madras, woulcj 
have found nothing in it. All the mtrch-m-r 
dife in it had been deftroyed by his bombs, 
which fet the place on fire no lets than nine 
times. Madras was open to the fea, and con? 
fequently no money would have been found 
in it. It is allowed, that all the Paleagars or 
petty Black Princes of the neighbourhood 
would have fent him prefents, to the amount, 
perhaps, of one hundred thoufand crowns 5 
but, after all, it is far from being certain, that 
all thefe prefents would have reached him. 
It is allowed, that, for the time to come, they 
would have paid the Company the tribute 
they owed the poifelTor of Arcot; but all 
thefe fums put together would not have ex- 
ceeded 800,000 livres; and it would have 
coft as much to pay the detachments necef- 
farv to levy them. There was already as 
much, or more, due to the troops, and not a 
penny in the treafury to pay them. The 
expence of the army already amounted to near 
a million of livres a month. Belides, Madras 
could only be taken by ftorm. lince it had an. 

inner 
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inner wall, which gave the befieged time to 
capitulate; and the forming of it would have 
weakened Count Lally 's army. 

But, fuppofing Count Lally to have taken 
Madras, how would he have difpofed, with- 
out a fquadron, of 2000 Englifh prifoners, 
whom he had orders to fend to the Ifland of 
Bourbon ? What would he have done without 
money to fubfift them ? It will appear by the 
extracts from Monfieur de Leyrit’s letters, 
that Mr. Bigot, Governor of Madras, having 
requeited him to advance a month’s pay to 
700 men, whom Count Lally had taken at 
Fort St. David, Monlieur de Leyrit made 
anfwer, that he could not poffibly comply 
with his requeft. Now, this letter is dated 
the 1 ft of July, two months after Count 
Lally’s arrival in the Indies. Count Lally, 
therefore, would Lave found himfelf under a 
neceilitv, for want of money and fhips, to 
fend back thefe prifoners, or employ half his 
army merely to keep guard upon them. 

Suppofing Count Lally to have taken 
Madras, he would, according to his orders, 
have fet about demolilhing it. Now, in the 
firft place, there did not remain in Pondi- 
chery above fifteen tons of powder for its 
own defence. 2aly, The appearance of an 
Englilh fquadron, fix weeks after he had 

taken 
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taken it, would have interrupted the work. 
Count Lally would not have dared to con- 
tinue it; but, rather, would have found 
himfelf under a neceility of preferving the 
place to prevent its falling into the hands of 
the Englifh fquadron. In this laft cafe, he 
could not leave fewer than between eight and 
nine hundred men, that is to fay about half 
his army, to garrifon it. Of what fervice would 
the other half have been to him ? It would 
fcarce have been fufficient to defend Pondi- 
chery againft the Englifh fquadron. 

The demolition of a place is a work of 
time ; and, fuppofing Count Lally had the 
time, the money, and the powder, necefTary 
for the demolition of Madras, which he really 
had not, it would have fignified nothing, 
fince, for want of fhips, he could not re- 
move the troops and the inhabitants ; and, 
confequently, the Englifh fquadron, had it 
appeared even within two months after he 
had taken the place, would have retaken 
it though demoliihed ; and it would have ftill 
fubfifted as an Englifh factory, for want of a 
French fquadron to hinder the Englifh from 
approaching it. 

The taking of Madras, the prefervation 
or demolition of it, would not have hindered 
the Engiiih fquadron from beating that of 

the 
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the Count d’Ache, as foon as it appeared cri 
the coaft, and making him fly it in four and 
twenty hours, as in fa£t he did. 

Let it not be laid, thaf, Madras onCe taken, 
the Englilh fquadron would have abandoned 
the coaft, for want of a fettlement to have 
recourfe to as a place of arms on any fudden 
emergencyi The whole coaft of Coromandel 
is but one continued road, without a Angle 
port. A fquadron commanding the Coro- 
mandel fea may come to an anchor, and vic- 
tual, in any part of it the Commander thinks 
proper. The Englifh Admiral, by paying 
ready money, abounded with provilions du- 
ring his three years ftay on this coaft ; where- 
as we, for want of money, could get none 
even in our own pofleffions, though, then, ten 
rimes more extenfive than thofe of the Eng- 
lifh, fince we were mafters of all the coaft 
from the fuburbs of Madras to Karical. 
Count d’Ache could fcarce hold out on it four 
months. If, for want of a fquadron and mo- 
ney, we could no longer defend our own pdf- 
fetiions, how could it be expelled we fliould 
preferve our conquefts ? 

Monfieur de Bufly, mafter, in the Decan, 
of the revenues of four large provinces and 
of a frelh country, could not, for want of 
money, keep up his little army, and prevent 

de- 
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defertion. After advancing them two mil- 
lions of livres out of his own favings, he ftill 
owed them two more j and, therefore, never 
ceafed writing to Count Lally, that he was 
under perpetual apprehenfions of being af- 
faffinated, earneftly requefting the Count to 
recall him, and remove (they are his own 
words) that cup from him. Monfieur deBufly, 
therefore, could not, for want of money and a 
fquadron, hinder the defcent made by theEng- 
lifh. in one of thefe four provinces. Now, if 
an inability of this kind is to be admitted 
in favour of Monfieur de Bully, why not 
ftill more in favour of Count Lally, who had 
a much more numerous army to fupport, 
and oppofe to an army, as well as to a fqua- 
dron, in an exhaufted country ? If it fhould be 
laid, that, in fpite of all thefe obftacles. Count 
Lally, with his army which was not paid, fhould 
have beat the Englilh army and the Englifh 
Iquadron, even without the alfiftance of the 
Count d’ Ache’s fquadron, it would be a cry- 
ing injuftice not to cenfure, at the fame time, 
Monfieur de Bully, who,with an army that had 
no Englilh by land or fea to deal with, could 
not, out of the revenues of his own poffelfions, 
maintain that army, though it was fmall, and 
yet had nothing to do but march peaceably 
along the high road, in order to conquer all 
the Blacks to the right and left. But it is no- 
torious, that Monfieur de Bully did not ne- 

gle& 
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gle£l to do fo the y ear before CountLally’s ar- 
rival in the Indies ; and it is equally notorious,- 
that he did not pay, after a progrefs which 
produced twenty millions of livres, the 
arrears due to his little army ; and that his 
demand on the Company of two millions of 
livres has not as yet been difallow ed.- 

Whatever refpedt between thirty and fo tty 
millions of livres may infpire for the perfon 
of the man, who poffeffes them. Count Lally 
has not the lefs reafon to maintain, that it 
would have been much more advantageous for 
the flock-holders, that this fum had been 
brought into the Company’s coffers, or em-* 
ployed, in part, to facilitate the fuccefs of 
the Company’s operations. 

It Is, therefore, plain, that there Is no fuc- 
ceeding on a fea coaft without a fquadron. 
The council of Pondichery, as it appeared by 
the trial of Monfieur de la Bourdonnais, had 
then folemnly refolvcd, that it was impoffible 
fo much as to undertake the fiege of Madras, 
though, at that time, but an open village, 
till Mr. Peyton’s fquadron, confifting of one 
veffel of the line and three frigates only, was en- 
tirely driven from off the coaft. This Mr. Pey- 
ton was, in fa£t, driven from off it by Monfieur 
de la Bourdonnais, who afterwards made him- 
felf mafter of Madras without the lofs of a fingle 
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men ; and Mr. Peyton incurred tlie difplea- 
fure of his mailer by net facrificing this his 
little fquadron to the fafety of Madras. Thefe 
are fafts attefted in all the accounts hitherto 
publifhed of the war in the Indies. 

If Count Lally, it is faid, had not attacked 
the Englifh at Vandiwafh, or if he had de- 
feated them there, Pondichery had not been 
taken. The affertion is falfe ; and a lie, into 
the bargain. 

jft. It was the infernal intrigues of two 
friars, devoted to Monfieur de Bufly, which 
made it neceflary for Count Lally to fight 
that battle, as ma.y be feen at length in his 
FaSium* 

2dly. Though it would have been no eafy 
matter to beat an enemy twice as ftrong, it 
would have been extremely mortifying to fly 
before him under the walls of Pondichery, 
where Count Lally could not poflibly fubfift 
his army. The lofs of a battle could not have 
been attended with any worfe confequence $ 
and this conlideration, alone, made it neceflary 
to rilk a battle. After all, though Count Lally 
had gained the battle, and purfued the enemy 
under the walls of Madras, in lefs than a month 
he would himfelf have been obliged to fall 
back on Pondichery. This battle was fought 
M the 
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the 20th of January 1 760 ; and Admiral Cor-* 
nifh’s fquadron came to an anchor in the 
road of Madras the 28 th of February follow- 
ing. But Count Lally had not, even then, 
wherewith to pay his Black troops for chat 
month. He could not, therefore, have kept 
the field againft an enemy, which had a great 
number of them, and paid them wed. He 
could not venture himfelf far into the enemy’s 
country, and leave' Pondichery thirty leagues 
behind him, expofed to the Englifh fquadron, 
which mLht have carried it in one night. A 
man muft be wilfully blind not to fee, that it 
is impoffibie for one army to make head a- 
gainft two ; that it is impoifible for a General, 
who has but 1 500 men, with an army before 
him and another behind him, one of 4000, 
the other of 7000 men, to be matter of his ope- 
rations, and oppofe every attempt made by 
two fuch armies combined againft him. 

Three months and a half before this, Counf 
Lally had gained a battle at this very Vandi- 
walh ; but the fudden and unforefeen depar- 
ture of the Count d’ Ache’s fquadron, the ve- 
ry day of his receiving the account of this 
victory, prevented Count Lally’s reaping the 
ilighteft advantage from it. The Black 
Princes, feeing the Englifh matters of the 
fea, concluded from thence, as it was very- 
natural they lbould, that the Count d’Ache 

had 
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had been defeated. They knew too well the 
importance of a fea victory to put it in the 
fame fcale with any little advantage obtained 
by an army, the fruits of which might be every 
moment blafted by a victorious fquadron. 
And, accordingly, the Black Princes took 
part with the Engliih againft Count Lally. 

Nay, this departure of theCount d’Ache oc« 
cafioned, fifteen days after, a general mutiny 
in Count Lally’s army, which thereby faw it- 
felf abandoned, and deprived of all hopes of 
ever returning to Europe. Thefe are the very 
words ufed by the mutineers in aifigning 
their motives for mutinying. The faCts are 
proved by the letters, the verbal procefTes, 
the protefts, &c. of the whole fettlement of 
Pondichery. 

Count Lally had before gained nine victo- 
ries * he had taken ten places. But how was 
it poflible for him to preferve places on the 
coaft, and up the country, when obliged by a 
fquadron belonging to the Engliih to fly to 
the afliftance of the capital fettlement. How 
can an army, whofe very fuccefles are fufficient 
to exhauft it, be maintained, at fix thoufand 
leagues from every kind of refource, during 
and after a three years war, in which not a 
fingle man had afingleday’s refpite, without 
’M2 a fqua- 
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a fquadron to bring it recruits and other ne-> 
ceflaries, which Europe alone can furnifh? 
A man muft be mad not to allow it impoffi- 
ble, efpecially after the inftances of it fur- 
nifhed by our ether poiTeffions in Africa and 
Ameiica, though, in a manner, contiguous to 
our own continent. 

Ships alone, therefore, can decide and 
realize the advantages and difadvantages of 
all the military operations carried on by land 
in the Eaft Indies. 

But where is the necefTity for having re- 
courfe to all thefe proofs, while the opinion 
of Count d’Ache himfelf in writing is to the 
fore ? When the Council of Pondichery pro- 
pofed to him to keep the fea, he alledged as 
a reafon for refufing to- comply, that Pondichery 
\ would be lojt in cafe his fquadron met with any 
misfortune. It muft be allowed, that, with re- 
gard to Pondichery, it was the fame thing, 
whether his fquadron met with any misfor- 
tune, or totally abandoned that fettlement. 

When the Council of Pondichery oppofed 
the departure of the French fquadron for the 
Madagafcar Iflands, this fame Admiral made 
anfwer, that, as thefafety of Pondichery depended 
entirely on his fquadron, - it -was indifpenfably 
requiiite he fhould fall. fon thefe Iflands, to be 

the 
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•the fooner able to refit, and return to the 
coaft the year following. 

Count Lally does not hereby pretend to 
cenfure the Count d’Ache for not returning 
to the coait. It does not belong to his pro- 
feflion to do fo. He even thinks it beneath 
him to take any notice of the reflections, 
which this Commodore, raifed to the degree 
of a Lieutenant General, has taken the liberty 
to make in his depofition, and which were 
foreign both to his profefiion and the bufi- 
nefs in hand ; fuch as faying, that Count Lally 
had nothing in view hut the defirudtion oj his 
fquadron , by conjiantly injifting on his fighting. 
Count Lally was always at blows with the 
Engliih ; why fhould he not inlift that the 
Count de Acne ihould lhare them, if the goo^ 
of the fervice required it. After ail, two things 
are fufficient to exculpate Count Lally ; one, 
its being proved, that the Count d’Ache gave 
him no afliftance ; the other, the conceffion 
made by the Count d’Ache himfelf, that the 
fate of Pondichery depended on his afliftance. 

It was Admiral Watfon, who took Chan- 
dernagor and Bengal. It was with hini 
Chandernagor capitulated, though,’ at the 
fame rime, befieged by an army. England 
has acknowledged herfelf indebted to Ad- 
miral Pococke for the conqueft of Pondi- 
M 3 chery 
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chery, and rewarded him as the conqueror, 
though he left the Indies before his coun- 
trymen got poffeffion of that place. But he 
had obliged the Count d’Ache to quit the 
coalh Colonel Coote, who commanded the 
land forces, was but a fuborciinate inftru- 
ment in the hands of Admiral Stevens, who 
fucceeded Admiral Pococke. And, though 
Colonel Coote conducted his operations by- 
land with great courage and fkill. Admiral 
Stevens was fo thoroughly convinced, that 
the conqueft of Pondichery was entirely 
owing to his fquadron, that he wrote Count 
Lally a very fmart letter on the occalion, ip 
consequence of his having furrendered the 
place to the commander of the land forces, 
jt may even be added, that Colonel Coote 
obtained no reward from his court for the 
taking of Pondichery. 

Count Lally fuppreffes, in this place, aq 
Infinite number of other circumftaijces in 
fupport of what he advances. They would 
furnifh matter for a Faffum, but he is a 
Granger to the method of making one. He 
is not fo much as allowed the means of giving 
his council fuch information, as would enable 
them to comppfe one, that wpuld infallibly 
open the eyes of the public to the infamous 
and criminal cabal, which has, for four years 
paft, been at -work to ruin his character. 

Count 
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Count Laily thinks it incumbent on him 
to refute the charge of embezzlement, brought 
again it him by his enemies before the Mini-* 
ftry and the public. Thefe fame enemies, 
called upon to give evidence againft him, 
(the fil'd inftance of fuch a proceeding fince 
the foundation of the French monarchy,) 
have not, ho wever, dared to depofe any thing 
againft him upon that head. Count Lally 
has even obliged them, when confronted 
with him, to acquit him folemnly thereof. 
It is true, that Meilieurs la Selle and Mora- 
ejm, members of the Council of Pondichery, 
have dared, and they alone, to advance, 
that Count Lally had the handling of the Com- 
pany’s money. Monfieur la Selle, indeed, had 
modefty enough to recant at his confronta- 
tion, by faying, that it was true Count Lally had 
not the material handling of the Company’s money ; 
but, as the Count was at the head of. affairs, it 
was the fame thing as if he had. Count Lally 
defied him to produce any one of his orders 
relating to the Company’s revenues ; and no 
fuch order has been as yet produced. The 
treafurers even depofe, that they never re- 
ceived any fuch orders from Count Laily. 
Monfieur la Selle is, neverthelefs, one of the 
managers of the trial, arid of the witnefTes 
who have depofed againft Count Lally. Not 
a Angle member of the Council would con- 
tent to adt in concert with this Monfieur la 
M 4 Selle, 
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Selle. Monfieur de Leyrit ufed to write to 
Count Laily, that he was a knave, and that 
he would do well to be upon his guard 
againft him, The Directors themfelves had 
given pretty much the fame account of him. 
Behold the honeft man now confronted with 
Count Laily ! 

Monfieur Moracin, againft whom Count 
Laily has brought charges equally grievous 
and well grounded, has dared to depofe, that 
he had put into Count Laily ’s hands a fum qf 
250,000 livres. Count Laily, on being con- 
fronted with him, challenged him to produce 
his receipt. Monfieur Moracin replied, by 
way of proof, that he had given into the treafury 
a bill of exchange jar 250,000 livres, and that he 
had a receipt for it from Monfieur de Leyrit and 
the Council , who likewife gave him credit for it. 
This Monfieur Moracin is, neverthelefi, the 
man,who has been the principal manager of all 
the proceedings againft Count Laily. It is he, 
who fummoned the witneftes ; who inftruefted 
fome of them ; who, at laft, became a wit* 
nefs himfelf. Hence the world may eafily 
form fome judgment of his teftimony. 

It is thus Count Laily has been reprefented 
£0 the public, and accufed before the magi- 
strates, as guilty of extortion. Behold the two 
ftrongeft proofs of it alledged by the witneftes 

againft 
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againft him. Count Lally, notwithftanding, 
was put under arreft for extortion ; and is now 
charged with having been a bad General, and 
having loft the Indies by his military mif- 
condudl ; from whence it is inferred, that he 
had, no doubt , an understanding with the 
Englifh in his military operations againft 
them. 

Thefe, it muft be allowed, are ftrange 
proofs againft a Lieutenant General of the 
King’s armies, detained for three years and a 
half in the moft horrid confinement; deprived 
of council ; and as yet refufed the means of 
making his judges and the public acquainted 
with the true caufes of the lofs of the Indies, 
of which thefe notes are no more than out- 
lines. 

The letter written by the Council of Pon- 

1 • 

nichery to the Count d’Ache will, in fome 
meafure, compenfate for Count Lally’s not 
being able to lay open ail the acceflary caufes 
of the lofs of Pondichery. By this piece the 
public may form fome judgment of the 
impoftures employed to furprife its cre- 
dulity, and to create the moft unjuft and 
odious prejudices againft him. It is as fol- 
lows : 
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REPRESENTATION made to Monsieur 

le Comte D’ACHE by the Gentle- 

TLEMEN OF THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL OF 

PONDICHERY, in the name of a 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE WHOLE NAt 

tion, the 17th of September, 1759. 

The intention of his Majejiy, in fending his 
flips to the Indies, was not to make a parade of 
them ; but to fuccour the fettlements of the French 
Company there, and his fubjedis of which ikefe 
fettlements are compofed. 

This object becomes ftill more prefling, 
fence nothing lefs is now the quejlion than to fave 
the fettlements of the Company, and, of courfe, the 
Company itfelf. from certain ruin, and all the 
French fubjecis in the Indies from thelofs of their 
liberty and their fortunes. 

This fo interefting aij object may be ful- 
filled two ways, both which the nation here 
propofe to Monfieur le Comte d’Ache, 
but without pretending tq determine his 
choice. 

The firfi: is, to take advantage of the bad 
condition, to which, it is known for certain, 
that the Englifh fquadron is reduced, to crujk 
it entirely. Of this bad condition of the Englifk 
fquadron a true and fatisfadlory account has beet} 
received from Karical and Nega-patnam. The 

fuccefs 
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fuccefs of this firft method WOULD NOT 
ONLY BE ATTENDED WITH SECU, 
RII'Y TO US, but with a fuperiority, from 
which we might derive many other advan- 
tages. Befides, it would defeat all the ex- 
peofive efforts, which the Englifh have already 
made, or may hereafter make, to augment 
their marine on this coaft. If what there ftill 
exifts of it was once deftroyed, what might 
afterwards arrive would be deftroyed with 
ftill greater eafe. This, too, would at the 
fame time prove a heavy blow to their forces 
ajhore , by depriving them of the reinforcements 
they Iikeivife expebl. 

THIS FIRST METHOD IS THE ON- 
LY ONE SUFFICIENT TO RESTORE 
OUR AFFAIRS. 

i 

The fecond, which we are now going to 
propofe, can only contribute to prevent the 
entire ruin of them. It is quite fimple and 
eafy ; free from danger ; and, to think only 
of the good of the fquadron itfelf, indifputa- 
bly calculated to anfwer that end. It is, that 
the French fquadron fkould not quit the coaft, till 
the Englijh fquadron is equally obliged to quit 
it. Otherwife, in the firft place, THE DE- 
FEAT AND FLIGHT OF THE FRENCH 
SQUADRON, THE HOPES OF WHOSE 
ASSISTANCE ALONE HAVE BEEN 

SO 
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SO LONG THE SUPPORT OF OUR AF- 
FAIRS, will be taken for granted, and even 
reach Delhi. It has teen already represented to 
the Count d’ Ache, thatfive'and twenty the aland 
Blacks hold themfe] ves in readinels to declare 
for THE NATION WHOSE SQUADRON 
SHALL BEAT THA T OF THE OTHER, 
adly Bc-fides, the confuiion, with which the 
French muft be infallibly covered, and the 
LASTING IDEA, that will thence be con- 
ceived of their weaknefs, they muft give up 
all thoughts of expecting any frienclfnip in the 
natives, or obtaining any prefents from them, now 
er hereafter. 3diy. All the negociations entered into 
for our fecifhity or advantage muft mifearry , and 
.turn to cur dif advantage. 4thly. TheEnglifh,by 
availing themlelves of thefe advantages which, 
we gratuitously befto w on them, will be enabled 
to attempt, and with new aftu ranee of iuccefs, 
the execution of THEIR PROJECT TO BE- 
SIEGE US, WHICH THE DELAY OF 
OUR SQUADRON ALONE HAD AL- 
READY MADE THEM FORM *, gthly. 
Their firjl Jtep will be to reduce all the 


* The Council, therefore, expe<fled, fo early as the 
17th of September, to fee the place belieged. Can any 
Thing be more poiitlve than every word of this letter } 
How, after producing fuch a piece, could Count Lally’s 
enemies have the face to commence a profecut ion againft 
jiim, upon any thing relative to the lofs of Ppndi- 
uh cry ? 


ZQWfa 
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country now in our poffefjion , from whence v:e 
draw our fubjiftence. What will then avail 
the troops penned up in Pondichery, though 
that place Jliould be better fupplied with am- 
munition and provifions than it is at prefentf 
And allowing , it Jhould be able to hold out for 
fame months, from what quarter, after all, is it 
to expedl relief f The whole country will 
join againft us, and we fhall be blockedup on 
the fea iide. Can the Admiral, who is going to 
abandon us, take upon him to fay that he will be 
able to GIVE US TIMELY RELIEF, 
THOUGH HE SHOULD RETURN BE- 
FORE WE WERE ENTIRELY LOST ? 
Will he dare to oppofe our ruin ? Will he 
expofe himfelf to new difficulties and greater 
dangers to do that, which he is now unwil- 
ling to perform with lefs rilk ? 

We hope that this Hate of our cafe will 
convince the Count d’Ache, that THE A- 
BANDONING OF US IN OUR PRESENT 
SITUATION IS THE SAME THING AS 
THE DEVOTING OF US TO CERTAIN 
DESTRUCTION. We muft beg leave to 
tell him, that, in this cafe, WERE HE TO 
SACRIFICE ALLHIS SHIPS, IT WOULD 
BE NO MORE THAN ANSWERING 
THE END OF HIS ERRAND, and en- 
titling himfelf to praife and reward. Com- 
modore Peyton . on afli/rilar occaficn, incurred the 

dif- 
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difpleafure of his country by not facrifcing his fqud~ 
dr on to the fafety of Madras. In the 'near before 
this, Monfieur the Chevalier de Kfaim had kimfelf 
received orders from Court to run his flips a~ 
ground, if the fafety of Pondichery required it. 

But there is no neceffity for Monfieur Ie 
Comte d’ Ache's going fuch lengths. What wc 
prepofe to him, is altogether for the advan- 
tage of his -fquadron. In the firft place, by 
deferring for fifteen days his departure for 
the Madagafcar Hands, fuppoiing him bound 
for thefe Hands, he will give new life to 
the town of Pondichery, who, were he to leave 
us immediately, will conclude, that his depart 
ture is owing to his having been defeated by 
the Engiilh. adly. His fick and wounded will 
have time to recover. 3dly. He will be 
able to judge for himfelf, what refolution 
the Englifh will take, WHICH, CER- 
TAINLY, WILL NOT BE THAT OF 
COMING TO AIT AC K HIM. 4thly. He 
will thereby fave w'hat foldiers and failors 
we have to the north. If the Englifk >are 
left wafers of the Coromandel feas, they need 
only fend two of their vefjels to Ganjam, to 
carry off the Jhip we have there, Monjieur 
de Moracin, Monfieur le Chevalier de Poiiet, 
with the officers and all their men ; and they 
will net fail to do it : and from that day we 
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muft throw up all hopes of being ever able 
to Jet foot in the north Again. 

5thly. In fine, we think it our duty to 
reprefent to Monfieur le Comte d’Ache', 
that his going to winter in the Madagafcar 
Iflands will be attended with more danger 
to his fquadron, than even a fcond engage - 
merit. His crews muft either perifh at thefe 
Iflands, or be driven from them by fa- 
mine. The letters from thence import, that 
the return of the fquadron muft prove the 
ruin of them. Will the fquadron be able to 
find new refources at the Cape of Good 
Hope? Nothing can be more uncertain. 
Are not the means of aflifting them already 
exhaufted there ? Is the Count d'Ache for 
carrying , himfelf, to thefe colonies, A GREAT 
PART OF THOSE MISFORTUNES, TO 
WHICH HE CONDEMNS THAT OF 
THE INDIES BY ABANDONING IT. 

The beft thing, therefore, he can do for 
his own as well as our intereft is to go, in 
the beginning of October, and pafs a month 
or fix weeks cn the Eaft coaft, that he may 
be back again on this by the beginning of Ja- 
nuary. He will, even, hereby deprive the 
Englilh of the benefit of wintering on that 
coaft; and oblige them, perhaps, to make for 

Bombay. 
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Bombay. In the mean time, expreffes fhall 
be diredtly fent to the Madagafcar Iflands, 
to haften fuch fuccours as it may be 
thought proper to get from them, fo as to 
give thefe fuccours an opportunity of reach- 
ing this coaft before the Englilh. The 
Count d’ Ache’s wintering on the Eaft coaft 
may even afford him an opportunity of taking 
feme rich lliips coming from China or 
elfe where. His wintering in the Ganges 
would be ffill more advantageous in every 
refpech This may be thought of, in cafe 
the Englifh fquadron ihould determine to 
winter at Bombay. It might be thought ofjlill 
letter , could the Count d'Ache have the good 
fortune to beat the Englijh. 2"b do this , does 
he icant to have his hands Jirengthened t We 
offer him all the ajjiftance he can w'ijh for. 
Is he prevented by the wounds he has al- 
ready received for his country ? Let him make 
us a lacrince, which will, it is true, coft hint 
more than that of his blood. But then, what 
may we not expect from his generality ? 
LET HIM GIVE LEAVE TO SOMEBODY 
ELSE to make an attempt, which will 
not bear being any longer poffponed, while we 
employ afhore our whole care to re-efta- 
bliih that health, which is fo dear to us. 

Let him not fear, left his Jhips Jkould 
covie to want majis fo muck , as net to be able 

to 
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to go to winter quarters. We take upon our- 
felves to fupply him direftly with every thing 
he may want to refit them. 

As to any other more mortifying event, WE 
TAKE UPON OURSELVES ALL THE 
BLAME AND OTHER ILL CONSE- 
QUENCES THAT MAY ATTEND IT. 
Though he himfelf were to be refponfible for 
them, has he not more to fear, as well in re- 
gard to the certitude as the importance of 
the objedi, by abandoning Pondickery, the Com- 
pany, the whole fettlement, to the difcretion of 
the Englijh ? Would he not in doing it run quite 
counter to the intentions of our majters, and 
the real end of his errand t We hope, that, 
far from coming to fuch a refolution WHICH 
NO CONSIDERATION CAN JUSTI- 
FY, he will yield to the reprefentations, 
prayers, proteftations, in fine, every means 
that can poffibly be thought of to make an 
imprefiion upon him by a fettlement, of which 
he is himfelf an illufirious member, and 
whofe fafety he has in his own hands. 

Done in the Chamber of the fuperior Coun- 
cil of Pondichery, the 17 th of September, 
1759. Signed, LALLY, DUVAL DE LEY- 
RIT, RENAULT, GUILLARD, BOY- 
ELLEAU, LENOIR, DELARCHE, DES- 
VA.UX, GEULLETTE, DE LASELLE, &c. 

N PRO- 
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PROTEST MADE BY THE NATION AS- 
SEMBLED in the Hall of the Govern- 
ment of PONDICHERY; signified 
to MONSIEUR D’ACHE’ the i-jth of 
September, 1759. 

Monfieur de Leyrit, Governor of the 
French fettlements in the Indies, and Pre- 
lident of the Council of Pondichery *, 
2 s well as all the members thereof who 
were deputed to you, having employed 
to no purpofe all the methods they 
could think of to make you defer your 
departure for fome days, in order to re- 
affirm the Blacks of the country ready to 
declare againft us ; and confidering the ge- 
neral co'nfternation that has feifed the town 
of Pondichery ; it has been refolved to af- 
femble a national Council, WHICH HAS 

UNA- 


* Though Monfieur de Leyrit fpeaks here as Chief, 
Count Lally was actually in Pondichery, fo that Mon- 
iieur.de Leyrit could not be Prefident of the Coun- 
cil; and (till lefs. Commander of the French fettle- 
ments. The Council, therefore, ihould have fpoken 
in the name of Count Lally, and not in that of Monfieur 
de Leyrit, But Count Lally chofe to wave his right of 
precedence, to think of nothing but the fafety of the 
Judies, which was ever the foie object of his atten- 
tion. 
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UNANIMOUSLY PROTESTED A- 
GAINST YOUR PRECIPITATE DEPAR- 
TURE, DECLARING YOU ALONE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LOSS OF 
THIS SETTLEMENT. IT HAS LIKE- 
WISE BEEN RESOLVED TO COM- 
PLAIN OF YOUR ABANDONING IT TO 
THE KING, AND THE MINISTRY, IN 
ORDERTO OBTAIN JUSTICE AGAINST 
YOU, the Company having had no other 
view, in applying to his Majefty for fhips, 
than to fave its fettlements at the iiik of 
thefe very fhips. And, in cafe it is not too 
late, a copy of this declaration fhall be 
delivered to every Captain of the Count 
d’ Ache’s fquadron. 

Done in the Council Hall of Fort Louis at 
Pondichery, the fevententh of September, 
1749, Signed, LALLY, DUVAL DE 
LEYRIT, RENAUT, BARTHELEMY, 
Chevalier DE SOUPIRE, MICHEL LAL- 
LY, 3 USSY, DUBOIS, CARIERE, VER- 
DIERES, DURE, GADDEVILLE, DU- 
PASSAGE, BEAUSSET, RENAUT. DE 
LASELLE, GUILLART, PORCHER, 
DESVAUX, Father DOMINICK, Capu- 
chin, Parifh Prieft of the Parifh of Notre 
Dame des Anges, F. S. LAVAUR, Supe- 
rior General of the French Jefuits in the 
N 2 Indies, 
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Indies, L. MATRON, Superior General of 
the foreign Millions, POTIER DE LORME, 
DUCHATEL, AUDOUART, AIMAR, 
COMBAUT D’AUTHEUIL, GOUPIL, 
KEISSER, J. G. BON, DE WILST, BA- 
NAL, RAULY, TERMELIER, SAINT- 
PAUL, J. B. LAUNAY, DESHAYES, 
FISCHER, DULAURENT, AUDOYER 
DU PETIT-VAL, DARCY, MADIN, 
DIORE’jBERTRAND, LEGRIS, MIRAN, 
BOURVILLE, F. NICOLAS, DUPLAN- 
DE-LAVAL, BORE’E, DE LARCHE, 
BOYELLEAU, and GEULETI'E. 


COPIES OF several LETTERS writ- 
ten BY THE COUNT D’ACHE’ to 
COUNT LALLY, and one to MON- 
SIEUR DE LEYRIT, with REMARKS 

ON EVERY LETTER, CONFIRMING the 
Charge, brought by the General 

AGAINST THE ADMIRAL,’ OF HIS REFU- 
SING TO SAIL FOR MADRAS AFTER THE 
TAKING OF FORT St. DAVID. 

It will fcarce be credited, that the Count 
d’Ache who wrote the following letters, arid 
who, on Count Lally’s arrival at Verfailles, 
brought upon himfeLf the eyes of a whole 

gal- 
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gal 1 cry, by running up to emb-n.ee him, and 
crying out : Welcome, my dear General •, be in 
no ■pain about the lies a knot of knaves have pro- 
pagated againft you ; have they not / aid as 
bad things of myfelf ? fhould be the r ame 
Count d’Ache, who, at his interogaicry, 
.declared $ 

Firfl:. That Count Tally was, in part, the 
■caufe of his lofing the battle he fought, when 
he firft arrived on the coaft, 

sdly. That Count Lally rejected the pro- 
pofal, which he (the Count d’Ache) made 
him of failing to attack Madras immediately 
after the taking of Fort St. David. 

gdly. That Count Lally had nothing in 
view but the deftruclion of his fquadron. 

4thly, In fine. That it was on receiving 
the news of the mifearriage of the expedition 
againft Tanjore he refolved to riik a iecond 
battle ; and that, of courfe. Count Lally was, 
in part, the caufe of his fecund defeat. 

The obfervations added to every one of 
his letters will throw fome light on thele 
four aflertions, which, though deftitute of .all 
manner of proof, tire Count d’Aclie lias- 
thought proper to hazard in his juftiiication, 
N 3 at 
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at the expence of truth, and that delicacy, 
which might be expected in a man of the 
rank he now enjoys. 

FIRS? CAMPAIGN. 
Letter I. 

On board the Zodiack, Sunday the 29th of 
April, 1758. 

SIR 

O U R Admiral defires I may do my? 

fell the honour to requeft, in his 
name, that you will be pleafed to give the 
moft preffing orders, for the fuccourxng 
of his fquaaron. We are going to leave the 
SiJ-phids along w jth the Bien-Aime, and put to 
fea as foon as pollible, to get into the wind 
and work up to Pondichery. The Englilh ap- 
peared to be fick of the battle, as foon as the 
Comte de Provence and the Dili gent e got within 
reach of them ; but feveral of our fhips fell 
to leeward; and, in fpite of all the lignals we 
eould make, paid too little regard to the mo- 
tions of our General, who did all that lay in 
his power to keep the. wind. Add to this, 
that, having made a fignal for the fquadron 
to anchor this night, the Bien-Aime , which for- 
med the rear guard, inftead of anchoring in 
the offing, ran alhore, we cannot conceive 
why ; and, indeed, the thing will appear in? 
credible, Were it not fpr this, Monfieur 

d'Achd 
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jd’Ache would have no reafon to complain, 
lince the Englilh were roughly handled infpite 
of all their advantages, as well in point of wind, 
as extroadmary weight of artillery, and the 
milbedaviour of that divifion, whole Com- 
mander was at Pondichery. After all the 
King’s Jhi-J) has fuffered greatly j there is an 
abfolute neceftity for our getting fucccurs in 
men, in water, in provijzons, and other refrejh- 
pients- 

I am told that Monfieur de Breteuil is 
going to Pondichery ; he will give you a 
more particular account of what has happened 
.arid of our prefent fituaticn. 

I am, See. 

Signed, Monteil - - - Sub-Commodore . 

P. <S. In the Count d’ Ache’s own hand-writing . 

I am almoftdead with fatigue. The blun- 
der of the Captain of the Bien-Aime, who has 
loft his fhip by a mifmanagement I cannot 
account for, has aimoft put me belidc my- 
felf. I have, however, fome little hopes left. 
Poor le Bourdonnais and Dupleftis are killed ; 
my two nephews, Cenneville and Derfle, and 
my three midfhipmen, wounded. Little Guy 
has loft a leg. I have • told you enough : I 
embrace you moft cordially. 

Signed, d’ACHE'. 
N 4 Re- 
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Remarks. 

In this letter, written by the Count 
d’Ache, in the overflowings of his heart, 
immediately after the battle between him 
and the Englifh on his appearing on the 
coaft of Coromandel, • he attributes all his 
misfortunes to the mitbehaviour of the 
Captain of the Bien-Aime, who has fince 
fully cleared himfelf, and that of feveral 
other Captains of his fquadron, who fell 
too much to leeward s . He fays nothing 
of the flownefs of the Comte de Provence 
and the Diligente ; notwithstanding which he 
now depofes, that Count Lally and Monfieur 
de Leyrit had figned a joint order to the 
Captain of the Comte de Provence not to join 
the Squadron, till he had landed the equipages 
belonging to the regiment of Lally. Count 
Lallv, when confronted with the Count 
d’Ache, called upon him for this order 5 but 
the Count d’Ache made anfwer, that he had 
only kept a popy of it. Count Lally then 
called for this copy ; but the Count d’Ache 
could not produce it. The fact is, it was 
impoffible there Ihould be a ilngle bale be- 
longing to the regiment of Lally on board 


* To till to leeward, when one fights to the leeward, 
figmfies, in polite term>, to fly before the enemy. 


that 
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that fhip. The fad is, that the Count d'Ache, 
when he put into Karical for intelligence, 
got no news there of the Englifh fquadron j 
that the people at Pondichery were equally 
Grangers to this fquadron’s being on 
the coaft ; that the Count d'Ache did not 
chufe to land Count Lally in his own fhip, 
which was a King's fhip, left he Ihould be 
obliged to hoift certain colours due to a Gor 
vernor on landing within his jurildidion 5 
that the Count d'Ache had given Count 
Lally warning of this at his firft putting into 
Rio Janeiro ; that Count Lally confidered it 
as a matter of great indifference, though 
he took notice of it to the Miniftry from 
that place ; that, for this reafon, the Count 
d’Ache landed Count Lally at Mauritius in 
a fliallop. In a word, the fad is, that the 
Comte de Provence had orders to wait for the 
fquadron, which the Count d’Ache was 
in hopes would anchor the day following 
at Pondichery ; that Gount Lally and the 
Count d’Ache had agreed to make an at- 
tempt, in concert, this fame following day, 
on Cudaloor ; and- that, on that very day, 
the Count d'Ache was iurprifed by the 
English fquadron. It is hard to- guefs, why 
the Count d’Ache Ihould employ all thefe 
lhifts and evafions to difguife a fad known 
all over the Indies 5 a fed, of which an 
account had been immediately difpatched to 

Court. 
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Court. Had the Coant d’Ache dreamed of 
a fingle Englilh man of war being on the 
coaft, he would not have let Count Lally 
have a canoe, and had a right to refufe it. If 
the Captain of the Comte de Provence had for- 
got his duty fo far, as to obey 'he orders of 
Count Lally and Monfieur de Leyrit to the 
negledt of thole given him by his own fupe-r 
rior, the Count d’Ache would have had 
him tried by a Court Martial ; and he would 
have deferred death. Befides, this Captain’s 
being at Pondichery did not hinder the firft 
Lieutenant, who commanded in his ab fence, 
from obeying the Admiral’s fignals. A Lieu- 
tenant Colonel, when in the prefence of an 
enemy, does not wait the arrival of his Co- 
lonel from the head quarters, to lead on the 
regiment. It is furprifing how people can 
have recourle to fuch abfurdities. 


Letter II. 

Pondjchery, the i8tliofMay, 1758. 

L ET us but take courage, my dear 
Qeneral, and all will go well. You 
will take Fort St. David 5 and, that done, 
we will concert between us the propereft 
fneafures for rendering ourfelves mailers 
of the fea. The wort! of if is, that we 

cannot 
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cannot mutually affift each other. For my 
part, I wait for the Englilh ; and, bad 
a condition as I am in, I will ftill give them 
a warm reception ; and you may depend on 
our furpa fling ourfelves to make them repent 
their prefumption. I am doing all I can to 
man our batteries, but there are 1 294 of our 
men in the hofpitals and, amongft thofe who 
remain on board, many mere who ought to 
be there too. No matter; ail will go well 
yet. Difpatch your citadel, and let me 
have the pleafure of embracing you at your 
return. I fhall communicate your letter to 
Monlieur de Leyrit. My compliments to 
all your gentlemen. Adieu, my dear Ge- 
neral. I have fixed on the Dilige?ite to carry 
lome effedts to Cudaloor. I beg of you to 
order her to be unloaded and fent back to 
me as foon as poffible. 

J have the honour, &c. 

Signed, D’ACHE'. 

Remarks. 

This letter was written twelve days after 
Count Laity’s landing at Pondichery. It does 
not, certainly, take any notice of the pro- 
ject, which the Count d’Ache fays he twelve 
days after propofed to Count Lally, of going 
to attafk the Englijh fquadron under Madras. 

Nay* 
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Nay, it takes notice of the impoflibility he '-as 
under of going there. This precife number 
of 1294 failors in the hofpitals could not, 
certainly, be replaced by 2000 foldiers, the 
xnoft Count Laity had in his army ; and 
who, befides, were not failors. It will ap- 
pear by what follows, that, as often as Count 
I all y offered the Count d’Ache any foldiers 
to fecond him in the mixed operations he 
propofed to him, this very Count d’Ache 
ufed to object, that it was failors and not fol-r 
diers he wanted. Thefe are palpable con- 
tradictions. 


Letter III. 

Pondichery, the 28 th of May, 1758, at 
Three in the afternoon. 

Y O U will hear, my dear General, from 
the deputies of the Council held this 
morning, the condition of my unfortunate 
fquadron, and how much I hand in need of 
fpeedy and effectual afjiftapce. I am not 
infenfible, my dear General, of yours ; but 
mine is much mo r e mortifying; for my 
loiing of a battle could not but greatly ernba- 
rafs } cur affairs. Let me, therefore, know what 
you can do; or, at lead your opinion; or, in 
fhort, if you hope to be foon matter of Fort St. 
Pavid, and thereby enable me to go and meet 

the 
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the English, who, were I in a better way, 
Would not parade it as they do. Adieu, my 
dear General. Let me always have a fhare 
in vour afFe<5lion3. 

j 

Signed, D’ACHE’. 

Remarks. 

This letter confirms what the Count d’Ache 
had already alledged concerning the impoffi- 
bility he was under of putting to fea ; and is 
fupported by the refolution of a mixed Coun- 
cil, which the Count d’Ache affembled to 
juftify his taking fhelter under the cannon of 
Pondichery, and there waiting for the enemy. 
Two Deputies having been fent from Pondi- 
chery to inform Count Lally of this refolu- 
tion, he immediately, on hearing it, fet out, 
though it was night, for that place, with 400 
Europeans and 200 Blacks, andonhis arrival re- 
alTembled the mixed Council, whom he caufed 
to repeal the fhameful refolution of the even- 
ing before ; and, moreover, on Monfieur de 
Leyrit’s refufal to pay 60,000 livres,which had 
been promifed the tailors on their landing in. 
the Indies, and on the nonpayment of which 
they openly threatened not to go on board 
again, he let them have that fum out of his 
own pocket; upon which they returned to their 
duty. But the Count d’Ache, inftcad of go- 
ing to meet the Englilb, as by this letter he 

tells 
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tells Count Lally he would, fleered a different 
way, and took advantage of this reinforce- 
ment brought him by Count Lally, to turn 
his back upon them, and .run lixty leagues 
further to the fouth. Behold, in what man- 
ner the Count dAchc, two days after, pro- 
pofed to Count Lally, according to what he 
himfelf advances, to fail againji the Englijh at 
Madras. It is worth obferving, that the 
Count d’Ache declares in this letter, that his 
lofing a battle could not but greatly emba- 
rafs Count Lally ’s affairs; and itdidfo, ac- 
cordingly. 

Letter IV< 

From the Count cC Ache to Monjieur de Leyrit> 
who fent it to Count Lally , dated the ijl 
of June, at ten in the evening. 

A NNEXED I fend you. Sir, the copy 
of a letter written me by Monlieur 
Porcher, Governor of Karical. It were to 
be wifhed, that people did not fo much over- 
rate our flrength, and under-rate that of the 
Englilh. Moreover, I fhall do every thing 
in my power not to expofe wantonly to 
difgrace the King’s Flag. I expe& the Silphide 
will not delay rejoining me. I was in hopes 
fhe would have put to fea along with me. 

I never 
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I never had more occalion for her. I wifh 
fhe was better manned. But let her come at 
any rate, in order to increale the number of 
our fliips. 

I am, beyond all expreflion, Sir, yours. See. 

Signed, D’ACHE’. 

I believe it would be for the good of the 
fervicej that, inftead of continuing at anchor 
at Cudaloor, I fhould get more into the 
wind, in order to intercept that Englilh 
man of war, in her way to the fquadron. 
Communicate this notion of mine to Mon- 
iieur le Comte de Lally. 


Remarks. 

There is fomething remarkable in every 
tittle of this letter from the Count d’Ache 
to Moniieur de Leyrit. It is dated the 
1 ft of June, when, certainly, the Count 
knew nothing of the enemy’s propofing to 
capitulate the day following. Count Lally 
himfelf did not then expedt it. The Count 
d’Ache, therefore, was, from ■ the very 
firft of June, for beating up to the ibuth, 
and getting farther from the Englilh fqua- 
dron. without waiting for the furrender of 

Fort 
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Fort St. David. He did not, therefore, 
think of feeing Count Lally, fince he com- 
miffioned Monfieur de Leyrit; who refided 
four leagues from him in Pondichery, to 
communicate his project to Count Lally, 
though Count Lally thm lay within a league 
of him. And, in fact, it was the unforefeen 
furrender of Fort St. David that very next 
day (the fecond of June) which, with re- 
peated’ inftatices by Count Lally, at length 
determined the Count d’Ache to cortie alhore 
for fome hours ; when Count Lally propofed to 
him to fail direStly for Madras , and not allow 
the Englijk time to look about them. The Count 
d’Ache has now the face to advance, that it was 
he who made this propofal to Count Lally, 
and that Count Lally refufed to comply 
with it. The air of the Indies mull be 
very contagious, for a man like the Count 
d’Ache, who had fcarce allowed himfelf 
time to breathe it, verbally to depofe the' very 
reverfe of what he had before given under' 
his own hand ; and it is very extraordinary, 
that Count Lally, throughout the whole 
courfe of the proceedings againft him, 
fhould be obliged to oppofe to every witnefs 
the hand-writing of that very witnels, in 
order to convift him of his impofture ! It is 
true, that the refolution to aflaffinate Count 
Lally was a fure expedient, had it fucceeded j 

for 
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fbr then Count Lally would have had no 
papers to produce againft them. 

The Count d’Ache had the evening be- 
fore written to MonSieur de Leyrit, that 
he was for getting to the fouth to avoid ex- 
posing the King’s flag to any diigrace. He 
added, that his Strength was too much over- 
rated, and that of the enemy too much under- 
rated. • Does there appear in this letter, or 
ih any of the preceding ones, any Sign of the 
Count d’Ache’s intending to fail againft Ma- 
dras, thirty leagues to the north. It appears, 
that Monfieur Porcher, whole command lay 
very near the Dutch and Daniih fettlements, 
and who had received an account from thence 
of the real condition of the Engliih fquadron, 
was fully perfuaded, as well as the whole 
Settlement, that the Count d’Aehe might 
have attacked the Engliih fquadron to ad- 
vantage. But the' Count# dJAche, imme- 
diately after leaving Count Lally* put to 
lea, and fleered to the fouth, without fo 
much as vouchafing a Salute* even of a Angle 
piftol, to the King’s colours then flying at 
Fort St. David, though it was in the road of 
that place he had been at anchor. Will it ap- 
pear credible, after thefe pieces and this true 
ftate of the cafe, thatthe Count d’Ache Should 
have written t-o Europe, and that the officer 
he difpatched to Court Should have given out, 
O that 
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that it was (the Count d’Ache) who t-oofc 
Fort St. David; and that it fhouid be fo 
mentioned even in the Gazettes ? 

Letter V. 

On board the Zodiack in the Road of Kari^ 
cal, the 9th of June, 1758. 

SIR, 

O U R Admiral defires I may do myfelf 
the honour to inform you, that he is 
going to hoiji fail again in order to run to the 
foutkward ; and that, having well confidered 
the advantages that muft refult. from getting 
the ftart of the enemy, by fecuring, if 
poffible, our reinforcements from Mauri- 
tius, he propofes to firetch away even as 
high as the Bay of Trincanomaly, where the 
fqUadroa will continue to cruize till the 
a 8th or 20th, when Monfieur le Comte 
d’Ache will examine the means that may- 
be ftill left him of continuing there longer, 
if circumftances lhould require it. He,- 
befides, begs leave to obferve to you, that. 
In fpite of all Monfieur Porcher’s . care, 
the fquadron muft put to fea with a far lefs 
quantity of refrefhments, than the condition 
of our crews require ; all of them being 
frill greatly fatigued, and many of the men 
very weak and feeble ; for which reafon. 

Sir, 
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Sir, all the Captains of the Council of war 
aflembled on this occalion, at the fame 
time that they voted for this cruize, could 
not but take notice of the nece&ity there 
was for our friends afhore uling every pof- 
fible means to get in readinels, again#: 
our return to Pondichery, all the fuccours 
we may want for the- execution of further 
defigns. 

Monfieur d’Ache, Sir, defires I may do my* 
felf the honour to requeft, that you will give 
directions about the water, wood, and pro- 
vifions, he may want ; but, above all things, 
that his lick may be taken good care of in the 
hofpitals of Pondichery. Moreover, among# 
the other things which it will be proper 
to have in readinefs again# his return, he 
deiires I may make particular mention of 
two new rudders, one for the Vevgeur, the 
other for the' Saint-Louis He' hopes, that, 
when you {ball give orders for the demo- 
lilhing of Cudaloor, there may be found 
there pieces of timber large enough for 
that purpofe. Pie, likewife, hopes, that 
the removing of the naval Itores found at 
Fort St. David will give an opportunity of 
collecting many things, which may prove 
very ufeful to the fquadron. 


O 2 
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Above all things, Sir, he hopes, that, by 
adding the failors acquired by exchanging 
prifoners to thofe recovered in the hofpitals, 
means will be found to man the fquadron 
better than it is at prelent, in as much as 
very little ftrefs can be laid on the fepovs, 
with whom we have been obliged to make 
up our complements. 

Monlieur de Maudave wrote to Monlieur 
le Comte d’Ache to defire, that the Silphide 
might be difpatehed to Monlieur Ie Comte 
d’Efiaing. Upon this, Monlieur le Comte 
d’Ache defires I may take notice to you, 
that, according to the general opinion of his 
Captains, it appeared to him more for the 
good of the fervice, that the Silphide lhould 
continue with the fquadron of the cruize, on 
which we are now going. This veffel may 
prove very ferviceable, in as much as the 
Diligente is fcarce able to Ifir ; whereas the 
Silphide, though very ill manned, may Hill 
occafionally keep in awe any common vellel ; 
and, at all times, fail a-head, and go on the 
look out. 

Monlieur d'Ache is, moreover, of opini- 
on, that with the affiftance of the crew of the 
SairJ'e Brigitte it will be no hard matter to free 
Devi-cottah either with the Diligente , cr the 
tiro Bofs, cr the Rejiituiion. 


In 
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In fine, he defires I may do myfelf the 
kononr to tell you, that he has abided by 
the general opinion, which is to remain as 
long as pojfole to the foutk of Pondichejy , as 
well to wait the Centaure , and intercept the 
fuccours expected by the Englifh, as to keep 
the wind of Admiral Pococke, in cafe that 
Admiral, inftead of withdrawing from be- 
fore Madras, Thould refolve to fight us 
before we can attack that place. The Comte 
. de Provence makes twenty inches of water 
every foar-and-t.venty hours; the Diligente, 
the fame ; and it will be no ecfy matter 
to repair them at Pcndichery. However, 
while the fquadron is on its cruize, there 
will be time enough to prepare fuch things, as 
v. e may have the moft prefiing occafion for. 
Meffieurs de Leyrit and Babinet will be able 
to guefs what they are, and provide accord- 
ingly ; and they will do it the fooner and the 
better, when quickened by your orders. 

Monficur d’Ache fays a thoufand kind 
things to you, and wiflies you health to con- 
tinue your conquefts. 

I am, &c. 

Signed, the CHEVALIER DE MONTEIL. 

Our Admiral has jufi received from Mon- 
fieur ' de Maudave a letter written to that 
gentleman by Monfieur Fifcher, to acquaint 
O • him. 
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him, that he had received advice from Tran-* 
quebar of the Engliih being at Ceylon, in 
order to be at hand to intercept the veiTels, 
that may be coming to us from the Madagas- 
car Ifiands. If that is, in fafr, the intention 
of admiral Pococke, we Shall be able to find 
him. Befides, it makes no alteration in the 
refoiution we have taken. 


Remarks. 

This letter is in anfvver to two exprefles, 
which Count Lally had difpatched one after 
another ' to Karical, to endeavour to flop 
the Count d’Ache there, and bring him back 
to Pondichery. It is the Count d’Ache who 
ordered this letter to be written by his Sub-* 
Commodore; and it is the lame Count 
d’Ache who now depofes, that he propofed ta 
Count Lally to fail for Madras after the 
taking of Fort St. David ; and adds, withal, 
that he would have heat the enemy, but that 
Count Lally would not give his .confent. 

It is the Count d’Ache who fays, that his 
refolution was taken to get to a greater 
diftance from the Engliih Squadron, and 
keep the wind of it, left the Engliih Ad- 
jtniral lhould take it into his head to come 
and attack him, before he was, himfelf, in a 

con^ 
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condition to attack Madras; and that this was 
the unanimous opinion of his Captains : yet 
it is the feme Count d’Ache who now depoies, 
that ke wanted to fail for Madras, in order 
to beat the Englijh fquadron , though he took 
care to put, between him and it, a hundred 
leagues. 

But all this could not difcourage Count 
Lally. On the receipt of this letter, he 
repairs to Pondichery, and aflembles the 
Council, who refolve to fend an exprels by 
fea to the Count d’Ache, and fummonhimto 
return to Pondichery, This is a fa£t proved 
by authentic pieces. The Count d’Ache 
receives this fummons, and returns toPon- 
dichery the 17th of June 1758. 

On the Count d’Ache ’s return to Pon- 
dichery, Count Lally and Moniieur de 
Leyrit have a conference with him. They 
propofe to him to fail for Madras, while 
Count Lally led the army againft it. To 
this the Count d’Ache anfwers. Gentlemen, 
you are always at me to fight : I am fcarce in 
a condition to keep the fea. Upon this, they 
propofe to him juft to fail into the latitude 
of Sadras, half way between Pondichery and 
Madras, and fourteen leagues to the wind- 
ward of the latter : which he refufes. They 
then propofe to him to fail into the latitude 
O 4 o£ 
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of Alemparwa at no more than feven leagues 
from Pondichery, in order to awe the Eng-, 
liiii fquadron, and hinder it from landing any 
part of the land forces on board it, or of its 
own crews at Madras ; or cutting off Count 
Lally's communication with Pondichery. 
Well then, replied the Count d’Ache, I am fa- 
il fed, lut let me firjl be victualled fir four 
months. Otherwife I will not Jiir a Jtep from 
Pondichery. Four months ! replies Monlieur de 
Leyrit. Surely, Sir, you forget y our f elf. Alem- 
parwa is curs. It lies but feven leagues from 
us ; and that, too, to the leeward. TFe may 
fupply you with provijians therefrom day to day, 
cs well as if you were at Pondichery itf elf. • The 
Count d’Ache cries out : But , Gentlemen, fup- 
pofe the worji to happen, meaning the beft, 
fuppcfe I Jkould beat the Englijh, where am I 
to tale fhelier f Any where, rejoins Monfieur 
de Leyrit, any where, Sir ! Thus ended this 
fecor.d confutation between the three Chiefs ; 
for they had one the evening before. It was 
in confequence of this reiterated refufal of 
the Count d’Ache, that Monlieur de Leyrit 
determined Count Laliy to invade Tanjore, 
by declaring to him, that he had not where- 
with to pay or fablxft his army for above 
fifteen days. 

The upfhot of thefe two extraordinary con- 
futations was foon in the mouths of every 

pian. 
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rnan, woman, and child, at Pondichery ; and 
for a long time continued the jeft and table-* 
talk of all ranks. 

Letter VI. 

On board the Zodiack, the 14th of June, 
1758. 

I A M cruizing, my dear General, on the 
coaft of Ceylon, and endeavouring to 
cover the arrival of our Ihips, and intercept 
thofe of the enemy. 

Herewith I fend you a little prize. I have 
been at Nega-patnam, where they did every 
thing I defired. I reckon to be with you 
foon. Adieu, my dear General. If you 
don’t love me, you are greatly to blame, for I 
love you with all my heart. 

Signed, D’ACHE*. 

Remarks. 

The Ihips fpoken of in this letter were all a 
fable. The Count d’Ache would have been 
more in the way to intercept thole of the ene- 
my, and protedl the French, by keeping in 
fight, and to the windward, of the F,ngH<h 
fquadron, than by cruizing off the point of 
Ceylon. 


Let-* 
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Letter, VIL 

Of the 6 th of Augutt. 

I Should go dittra&ed, my dear Genera!, 
were you to hear from any one but my-* 
felf the different events of my cruize. I put 
to fea from this place in fight of the Eng-*- 
!ilh, as well to avoid rifting a battle at anchor, 
as to keep the wind of them, and continue 
matter of my motions. I twice fell to leeward 
upon them in order to engage- them ; but, 
both times, moft of rny fnips found it impof- 
fible to open their lower batteries. At length, 
on the 5 th of Auguft, enraged at all thefe difr 
appointments. I made a motion to cruih their 
rear j but the wind having ihifted, jutt as we 
came within cannon ihot of each other, I 
took the refolution to form to the leeward 
of them, and wait for them. The battle 
began at noon ; but the fireworks thrown at 
us foon changed the afpe«9t of things. The 
mizeri matt of the Comte de Provence- took fire, 
which obliged her to get out of the line, and 
cut it away. For my part, I had my rudder 
twice difabled, and my powder room let on 
fire, fo that it is a miracle I was not blown 
up. Thefe accidents, joined to the dift 
order which they neceffarily caufed in my 

line. 
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line, determined me’ to retreat, with a view 
of forming again. But the Englilli fquadron, 
not daring to purfue me within reach of my 
guns, I thought the beji thing 1 could do was to 
make for Pondichery. I had thirty-three men 
killed outright on board my own Ihip, 
and one hundred and fifty dangeroufly 
wounded. Such is the fea news, my dear 
General, I have to give you. I have been for 
a long time in expectation of receiving from 
you an account of the fuccefs of your enter-* 
prifes. Be allured that I take as much con-, 
cern in them as yonrfelf. 

I have, &c. 

Signed, D’ACHE\ 
Remarks. 

It will never be believed, that this letter is 
the letter of a man, who inlifts on his having 
propofed to Count Lally to go in queft of the 
Englilh, and fight them, immediately after 
the taking of Fort St. David. Beftdes, it does 
not appear, how Count Lally could have 
hindered the Count d’Ache from attacking 
or beating the Englilh j nor what affiftance 
Count Lally could give the Count d’Ache, 
except that of as many foldiers as the Count 
d’Ache chofe to accept ; and this is what 
Count Lally never ceafed doing, as may be 
evidently proved by public aids. 


Count 
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Count Tallv will not, in this place, take 
■upon him to diftufs all the unforeleen events 
alledged by the Count d’Ache, to juftify the 
fuddene-fs of his retreat under Pondichery 
at thirty leagues from the field of battle. 
The accidents, which may happen by fea, are 
no more to be put to the account of Admirals, 
as they cannot forefee them, than thofe which 
happen alhore, to the account of Generals. 
But if Count Tally, after gaining ten victories, 
and taking ten places, is to be reproached 
with having at the head of no more than 2700 
men mifcarrieJ before Madras defended by 
5.000 ; if he is to be reproached with not 
being able at the head of no more than 1250 
men to beat 2600 at Yandiwafhj it muft 
be the height of partiality to confider, as a 
limple event, the Count d’Ache’s having twice 
yielded to an equa} force ; a force, which 
the Engliih, in order to heighten their victo- 
ries, have even declared inferior to that 
of the Count d’Ache, It would be fomething 
more than partiality, to regard, as merely ac- 
cidental, the Count d’Ache’s being worfted 
the year following with forces unqueftion- 
ably fuperior in every refpect, and give him 
credit for the unforeleen accidents, to which 
this third defeat might have been owing, at 
the fame time that Count Tally will not be 
heard, though willing to prove, that he could 
not hold out Pondichery againft an. enemy- 
winch had twenty men to oppofe him to his 

one 1 
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one; not to fpeak of the want of every kind of 
refource, which Count Lally had moreover 
to contend with. 

Count Lally would never have thought of 
alledging thefe fa<fts, however notorious, if the 
Count d’Ache did not lay him under a ne- 
ceflity of doing It in his own defence. The 
Count d’Ache has not blufhed to depole, that 
it was on receiving an account of Count 
Lally ’s bad fuccefs againft Tanjore, that he 
refolved to hazard an engagement with the 
Englilh. fleet. Neverthelefs, the enemy had 
been two months looking out for the Count 
d’Ache ; and he, by his own confeflion, as 
long endeavouring to avoid them, in order 
not to expofe the King’s flag to difgrace. 

This letter of the Count d’Ache is dated 
from Pondichery the 6th of Auguft. The 
battle mentioned in it was fought the 5th ; 
fo that there was no time loft. It was on the 
a 8 th of July, that the Council of Pondichery, 
on the appearance of the Englilh fquadron, 
refolved that the Count d’Ache fliould put to 
fea. But the Count, who chofe to remain un- 
der the walls of Pondichery, declared to this 
Council, that he would not be -anfwerabie for 
the event. 

It was on the 2d of Auguft, that the Count 
d’Ache got up to the windward from Karical, 

on 



MEMOIRS OF 


206 

fen the approach of the Englifh fquadron f 
and it is at Karical he pretends to have re- 
ceived an account of the bad fuccefs of the 
expedition againft Tanjore, which did not 
begin till the 3d ; and this pretended ill fuc- 
cefs, that is, the retreat of the French army 
from before Tanjore, is of the 10th. A man 
muft be a prophet to forefee things eight days 
before they happen, and it is notorious that 
the Count d’Ache had not that gift. 

The truth is, it was the news of the defeat 
of the Count d’Ache, and the prefence of 
the Englifh fquadron which blocked up Kari- 
cal, the only place by which Count Lally 
could keep up a communication with Pondi- 
chery, that made the council of war, affembled 
before Tanjore on the 8 th of Auguft, refolve 
to drop that expedition, in order to run to the 
affiflance of our own fettlements, endangered 
by this defeat of the Count d’Ache. This 
citation, therefore, of the Count d’Ache, is a 
mere calumny, thrown away to no purpofe'. 
It is plain," that all he propofed was to unite 
his voice to that of a gang of witnefTes, who 
had confph'ed to treat the expedition of Tan- 8 
jore as an unhappy event in itfelf, and at- 
tended, belides, with very ill confequences j 
which it by no means was. 
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The date of this fame letter of the Count 
d’ Ache’s makes againft him* He writes to 
Count Laliy the 6th, the day after his en- 
gagement, that he is impatient to hear of the 
fucceis of his enterprizes. He, therefore, 
could not have heard at Karical, on the 6th, 
the news of their mifcarrying. He, therefore, 
knew nothing of it the 6th ; and how could 
he, fince it did not happen till the 10th ? 

Count Lally could point out another in- 
fconfiftency in this letter of the Count 
d’ Ache’s, in which he fays, that the English 
having never, after the engagement, dared to 
come within cannon-lhot of him, he thought 
he could not do better than make the beft 
of his way to Pondichery. This very ti- 
midity, which the Count d’Ache difcovered 
in the Englilh, ftiould have been a motive to 
him not to be ih fuch a hurry to get to Pon- 
dichery. , 


Letter VTIL 

From Pondichery, the 2 til of Augult, 175^. 

T H E Council mull have communicated 
to you, my dear General', the letter 
I wrote them in anfwer to one they received 
from yourielf. You muft perceive by this 
letter the condition of my fquadron, which is no 
longer 
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longer in a condition to do any thing. All my 
Captains have made reprefentations to' me on. 
this head. They look upon their veffels 
as loft, if I don’t conduct them into fome 
port, where they may be repaired, their 
malls and upper works being greatly da- 
maged, and many of them belides making a 
great deal of water. I was in hopes of fee- 
ing you arrive here, and being able, in con- 
fequence thereof, to come to fome immediate 
refblution. I expeft you, my dear General ; 
and, on that account, have deferred my de- 
parture for fome days, Jtill protecting, that I 
will be no longer anfwcrable for what damage 
the enemy may do mci Mv veffels are not in 
a condition’ to wait a moment, or lofe the 
opportunity afforded by the retreat of the 
Englilh to get off unmolefted. They might, 
fhould they take it into their heads to .at- 
tack me, put it out of my power to reach 
the Mand of Mauritius again. Be fo kind, 
therefore, as to come to fome refolution. 
I wait your anfwer. Time runs on. I em- 
brace you, my dear General, with all my 
heart. 

Signed, D’ACHE’. 
Remarks. 

It is hard to reconcile the bad condi- 
tion, to which the Count d’Ache fays his 

fquadron 
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fquadron is reduced* with all the damage 
he lays he did the Englifh. In fa£t, it appears 
by the letters already produced, which were 
received after the two battles he had been ob- 
liged to fight, that he had handled the Englijh 
roughly j that the Englijh were Jick of it ; that 
the Englifb were afraid to come within cannon Jhot 
of him. Why, therefore, did he leave thefe 
Englifh, mailers of the fea ? Why does he fay 
in this letter, that he is refolved to avail himfelf 
of the diftance they were at from him, to fteal 
to the Madagafcar Iflands, protefting, withal, 
againft the delay given him by Count Tally’s 
abfence ? Had not Count Lally a right, after 
all thefe letters from the Count d’ Ache, to in- 
fill on his not abandoning the coaft, and to 
offer him half his army, as he did in full Coun- 
cil by the Count d’Eftaing, to fail for Ma- 
dras ? He had eight veffels * the Englifh had 
but feven. The Englilh had as few refources 
in Madras, as the Count d’Ache had in Pondi- 
chery. The Englilh had now been keeping 
the fea for five years together* and it was no- 
torious, that their fquadron was in a worle 
condition than that of the Count d’Ache. 

The letters of Monfieur de Leyrit, which 
are juft going to be exhibited, the relblutions 
of the Council of Pondichery, and the repre- 
fentations of the Count d’Eftaing * all lupport 
P the 
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the reafons, which Count Lally had to oppofe 
the departure of the Count d’Ache. 

SECOND CAMPAIGN. 
Letter IX. 

On board the Zodiack, the 15th of Sep- 
tember, x 759. 

I AM at length arrived, my dear General; 

not, indeed, as foon as I could have wifh- 
ed, though, fortunately, time enough to let 
you have the flender fuccours I have been able 
to force from the ifland of Mauritius. I em- 
ployed every means, without exception, that 
I could think of, to be able to join you in 
time. There are no follicitations, no threats, 
that I had not recourfe to, to haften the work, 
though ftill kept back, by the ill will and 
unfkilfulnels of a parcel of fellows of every 
kind, upon whom it in fome meafure depend- 
ed. For my part, all I could do was, to en- 
deavour to compenfate the delays, to which I 
was obliged to lubmit. I was but nine and 
twenty days on the pafiage between Madagaf- 
car and Ceylon ; and after taking, at Trin- 
quemalet, fuch precautions, as the good of my 
fquadron required, I no longer thought of 
anything but you, and the danger with which 

I had 
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I had reafcn to fear Pondichery was threatened. 
The 10th of this month, I had a very warm 
engagement with the Englilh Iquadron, in 
the latitude of Tranquebar. We handled 
each other roughly. I received a dangerous 
wound. I fend you fome fuccours, notwith- 
ftanding. I let you have, with all my heart, 
lome money I have on board my lhips, in or- 
der to give you all the affiftance in my power. 
What is ftill more, I weaken my crews to re- 
inforce you with fome European foldiers, and 
the greateft part of my Blacks. But, then, it 
is all I can do. You have no more to expert 
from me. The fealon advances. My lhips are 
in bad order. I am going to hoilt fail, my 
dear General ; and I facrifice the pleafure of 
feeing you to that of being the earlier on the 
coaft next year. Adieu, my dear General. 
I embrace you with all my heart. 

Signed, d’ACHE’. 

Remarks. 

Such is the furpriling letter written, after 
an abfence of thirteen months, by the Count 
d’Ache to Count Lally. In this letter, the 
Count d’Ache lays, that he is juft going to hoilt 
fail for the Madagafcar Iflands^ that he is wil- 
ling to part to Count Lally with fome money 
he has got on. board his lhips ; and that Count 
P 2 Lally 
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Lally has nothing more to expert from him. 
Now this money confilted in 400,000 livres in 
fpecie, and to the fame amount in diamonds, 
in lieu of two millions, which the company had 
the year before deftined for Pondichery ; and 
half of which, had it not been detained at the 
Madagafcar iflands, would have enabled 
.Count Lally to make himfelf mailer of 
Madras. 

The Count d’Ache agrees, that hecouldfore- 
fee Pondichery was in danger. This dan- 
ger could be no other than that of being 
blocked up by the Englifh fquadron, which 
the 400,000 livres he was willing to part with, 
and the hundred and forty recruits he had 
brought for the company’s troops, could by 
no means prevent. 

Monfieur de Leyrit, the Council, and all 
the principal officers, repair on board the 
Count d’Ache, to prevail upon him to Hay 5 
but the moll they can obtain, from him is a 
delay of four and twenty hours. This de- 
lay they avail themfelves of, to reprefent to 
him, that abandoning the coall is the fame 
thing with devoting Pondichery to certain 
deftrudlion. Count Lally, on his fide, fends 
to acquaint the Count d’Ache, that the 
Englifh were in full march to attack our army 
under Vandiwalh, requelling him to -wait, 

at 
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at leaft, the ilTue of that event. He let him 
know, at the fame time, that he had received 
di {patches from Court, with orders to com- 
municate them to him. The reader will be 
furp riled at the Count d’ Ache’s anfwer. Here 
it is. 


Letter X. 

On board the Zodiack, the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1759. 

I AM heartily concerned , Sir , that the 
dangerous wound I have received will not 
permit me to fettle with you what Jeeps it may 
he proper to take in our prefent circumjlances. 
It would give me thegreateftpleafure to be abj$ 
to aft in concert with you. It is what I have 
long wiflied for ; but I have let you and the 
Council know the mind I am now of, which no 
conlideration, certainly, could have made me 
alter, as, before I took my refolution, I ma- 
turely weighed all the reafons that could be 
brought againft it. I have engaged the Eng- 
lijh fquadron, and difahled it from attempting 
any thing till the next feafon. I have brought 
to Pondichery the fuccours I took under my 
convoy. I have even weakened my crews to 
reinforce the garrifon of that place to the belt 
of my power. What more can Ido? Mult I not 
look to the fafety of my fquadron j by doing 
P 3 which 
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which, I lhall do more for the fafety of 
Pondichery than my prefence, hencefor- 
ward of no ufe, can do. Be perfuaded. Sir, 
that it is not for want of good will, I have 
taken this relblution. I have as much as any 
man. But it is the advice of my Captains, it 
is prudence, it is my zeal for the good of the 
thing that moves me to it ; a principle, which 
I will never fwerve from. 

I have the honour of being. 

Signed, d’ACHEV 


Remarks. 

This letter is not in the affectionate ffyle, 
with the preceding letter. The Count d’Ache 
had but juft received the letter of the Coun- 
cil, by which they oppoled his departure. 
He declares, that he had difabled the Englijh 
fquadron from attempting any thing till the next- 
feafon. Why, therefore, did he leave the 
Englifli matters of the fea j and by doing fb 
give the Princes of the country realbn to con- 
clude, that it was the Englilh fquadron which 
had difabled the French fquadron from keep- 
ing the fea ? Why did he not wait for the in- 
frru&ions from Court, which Count Lally had 
orders to communicate to him. 


The 
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The Engliih knew no feafons in the Indies. 
Their fquadron never ceafed, in whole or in 
part,- winter or fummer, to block up Pondi- 
chery. The fame expedients which they 
ufed to keep the coaft, and yet efcape 
the equinoctial hurricanes, which are lels 
frequent and lefs dangerous on this coaft 
than on the coaft of Britanny, were propofed 
to the Count cl’ A che. The Count d’Ache 
pretends, that he has three times beat the 
the enemy ; yet this enemy obliged him three- 
times to fly the Indian feas ; the laft time 
never to ihew his face there again. 

It will be granted, that victories in the In- 
dies very much refemble defeats in Europe. 
Accordingly, the people of Europe may depend 
on their having feized the truth, when they have 
taken the very reverie of all the accounts re- 
ceived from the Indies. Of this the profecu- 
tion carried on againft Count Lally is a ftrilo 
ing inftance. 

On this Hidden departure of the Count 
d’Ache, the whole fettlement aflembled, and 
unanimoufly figned a proteft, by which they 
render him alone refponfible for the lofs of Pondi- 
chery , and threaten to apply to the King himfelf 
forjujlice againft him. The currents had, in the 
mean time, carried him to the north. Thisproteft 
having reached him on the high feas, he holds 
P 4 a coun- 
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a council of war on board his Ihip; returns 
in five days to Pondichery ; comes alhore for 
two days ; lofes the fineft opportunity of 
crushing the Englilh fquadron, which, think- 
ing him failed for the iflands, appears in difor- 
der the 27 th at day-break in fight of Pon- 
dichery. In a word, he fails the ift of Octo- 
ber never to return again ; and on his failing 
writes the following letter. 

Letter. XI. 

Onboard theZodiack,the ift of October, 1759. 

[ Molt heartily congratulate you, my dear 
Genera], on the advantage our troops have 
this day obtained. No doubt, we have paid 
dear for it ; but it is Hill doing a great deal. 
I am going to repair your lols by lending you 
five hundred men ; we will, on our arrival at 
Mauritius, forward you all the fuccours we 
can find there. You may depend on my 
not abandoning Pondichery, as long as I caii 
be of any ufe to it. 

I muft recommend to your kindnels the 
■officers, who go alhore with the failors. I 
leave to yourfelf the manner in which it may 
be proper to treat them. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Signed , d’ ACHE’. 

This 
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-This very moment I have received repre- 
fentations from Monfieur de Leguille in re- 
gard to the men I give you. It is againft his 
opinion. You may guels by this what diffi- 
culties I am tinder ; fince, to reinforce and 
oblige you, I adt contrary to the opinion of 
a general officer of his majefty’s fea forces. 
Monfieur de Gadeville will tell you the reft. 


Remarks. 

Count Lally had lent Monfieur de Gade- 
ville on board the Count d’Ache with an ac- 
count of the vidtory mentioned in this letter ; 
and had informed him of it an hour before 
by a difcharge of one hundred pieces of can- 
non. The Count d’Ache was then preparing 
to hoift fail. The gaining of a battle appeared 
to Count Lally a fufficiefit' motive to make 
the Count d’Ache ftop ; at leaft, till all the 
circumftances of the battle, and all the confe- 
quences of the vidtory, could be afcertained, 
that he might be able to carry the news to 
Mauritius, and from thence forward it to 
Europe by the firft {hips. This victory fhould 
have engaged the Count d’Ache to come a- 
ihore, and confer in perfon with Count Lally, 
then confined to his bed, and with the Coun- 
cil of Pondichery, in order to confult with 
tliem qn the means of turning it to fome ac- 
count 
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count, by determining the princes of the 
country to declare themfelves, according 
to cuitom, for the victorious party. And, 
in fact, Baffalet-Zingue, brother of Salabet- 
Zingue fovereign of the whole country, was 
then in full march to join Count Lally, with 
12,000 men. But, hearing that the Count 
d’ Ache had abandoned the fea, he turned back ; 
and with the petty princes in the neighbourhood 
of Pondichery, (who, fince they have had any 
Europeans upon the coaft, know full well, that 
the fuperiority of thefe Europeans over one an- 
other alhore is ever decided by their fuperiority 
at fea) continued neuter fo that Count Lally 
reaped no kind of benefit from this victory. 

It muft be owned, that the Count d’Ache 
actually fent Count Lally 450 failors, or rather 
cabbin boys, the jfcum of his fquadron. Ac- 
cordingly, 200 of them deferred to the Englifh 
fquadron ; many of them ended their lives by 
the hands of the executioner; and 50, with 
whom Count Lally garrifoned Vandiwafh, let 
the enemy into it. The remaining 200 were 
thofe who lay within the bound-hedge of 
Pondichery, when the Englifh obliged Mon- 
lieur Dure to retreat within it ; and whom 
Monlieur Moracin has honour and honefty 
enough to ftile, the bejt troops in the Indies. 


Monfieur 
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Monfieur de Gadeville returns. Neither the 
zeal, with which the Count d’Ache, in his pre- 
ceding letter, lays he was animated for the 
good of the tiling; nor even euriofity ; nothing, 
in a word, as he himfelf had previoufly de- 
clared, can make him alter the refolution he 
had taken, after having firft well weighed all 
the realbns that could be brought againll it. 
One would be apt to imagine, that Count 
Lally and the Count d’Ache ferved two dif- 
ferent mailers. 


CONCLUSION of REMARKS. 

Thefe remarks may be concluded by a very 
ftriking contrail. The Count d’Ache is de- 
feated on his arrival in the Indies. Count 
Lally takes Cudaloor, Fort St. David, and 
Devi-cottah. The Count. d’Ache is defeated 
a fecond time, and fails for the Madagascar 
Iflands. Count Lally, the day after his de- 
parture, makes himfelf mafter of Arcot, and 
all the places or forts of that province, as far 
as Madras, in which he pens up the Englilh. 
The Count d’Ache receives a reinforcement of 
four Ihips ; comes to Pondichery again at the 
expiration of thirteen months ; is beat a third 
time ; abandons Pondichery and the Indies, 
never to. fhew his face there again. Count 
Lally gains a victory the very day that the 

Count 
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Count d’Ache deferts him ; holds out Pondi- 
chery for fixteen months, without (hips, without 
men, without provifions, without money, with- 
out any kind of fuccours from the Madagafcar 
Iflands or Europe. Is it not, therefore, to be 
prefumed, that, if Count Lally had been aflifted 
by the Count d’Ache, as the Englifh General 
was by Admiral Pococke, Pondichery would 
never have experienced the fate to which it was 
at laft obliged to fubmit ? To finilh this pa- 
rallel in two words : the Englifh facrificed their 
fquadron to take Pondichery; the Count 
d’Ache would not fo much as rifle his to fave it. 

EXTRACTS from some LETTERS 
written BV MONSIEUR DE LEYRIT 
to COUNT LALLY, concerning the 
REFUSAL OF THE COUNT D’ACHE’ TO 
SAIL FOR MADRAS, AFTER THE REDUC- 
TION of FORT ST. DAVID, 

The 12th of May, 1758, 

M ONSIEUR de LEYRIT, by his letter 
of this date to Count Lally, tells him, 
that the fquadron of Menfieur d'Ache Jhould 
he the -palladium of the company's fettlements > 
and infure the fuccefs of all his ( Count Lally' s ) 
enterprifes. He fends Count Lally a copy of the 
letter , which he had juft received from the Count 
d’Ache, in which the Count d'Ache acquaints him , 
that. 



that, theEngiijh being under fail, they may poffibly 
fall upon him ; that the crews of his f:ips are 
quite reduced •, and that the Zodiack , the beji 
manned of them all, had not 200 men. 

Remarks. 

Monfieur de Leyrit agrees, that the fafety 
of the Company’s fettlements, and the fuccefs 
of Count Lally’s enterprifes, depend on the 
Count d’ Ache’s fquadron. This lofs, which 
the Count d’ Ache exaggerates to Monfieur de 
Leyrit, and the fear he exprefies of the ene- 
my’s falling upon him, proves, that the Count 
d’Ache had not beat this enemy, as he wrote 
to Court he had. They prove, at the fame 
time, that the Count d’Ache could not, 
eighteen days after this, have propofed to 
Count Lally to go and attack the Englifh 
iquadron under Madras. 

The 18th of Mav, 1758. 

By his letter of this date, he acquaints 
him with the danger to which Karical was ex- 
pofed, threatened as it was by the Englifh fqua- 
dron and the neceffity of fttccouring it. 

Remarks. 

It was this very confideration, that deter- 
mined Count Lally to evacuate Seringham, a 

poft 
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poft within land, in order to protedt the coalt, 
in :ic-u of the Count d’Ache’s fquadron, which 
was unrigged. 


The 27th of May, 1758. 

By his letter of this date, he tells him, that 
the Englijh fquadron could riot double Alam - 
partsa. 


R B M a R k s. 

Count d’Ache, therefore, was not then in 
fight of the Englifh fquadron, as he fays he 
was .in his other letters of the fame date. 


The 28th of May, 1758. 

By his letter of this date, he informs him of 
the refolution taken by Monfieur d’Ache, to run 
in under the cannon of Pondichery. 

Remarks. 

v 

This Was not, certainly, acting like a man, 
who, as he himfelf affirms, four days after, 
that is the 2d of June, propofed to Count 
I-aliy to go in queft of the Englifli, and beat 
them. 


30th, 
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The 30th -of May, 1758. 

By his letter of this day, he fays, that Mon- 
fieur d’Ache intended to remain at anchor , and 
wait for the enemy in that pojition ; that they 
find it the great eft difficulty in the world to get 
the Jailors together , who exprefs a great deal of 
difguft and want of fpirit ; and he adds, God 
preferve the fquadron to us, for I can forefee 
nothing hut ruin , in cafe we Jhould he unhappy 
enough to lofe it. 


Remarks. 

Monfieur de Leyrit, therefore, could fore- 
fee, from the firft month of Count Tally’s ar- 
rival, that without a fquadron there was no 
expefting any fuccefs in the Indies. The 
whole queftion, therefore,, i§ reduced to this ; 
whether the fquadron of the Count d’Ache 
was loft to the Indies or not? 


The ift of June, 1758. 

In his letter of this date, he fays, that Mon- 
fieur d’Ache had put to fea that morning , and 
that he (Monfieur de Leyrit) did not hear of it 
till noon , when he was gone. He adds, that 
they heard nothing of the Englifh fquadron. 

And 
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And, in a fecond letter of the fame date, he 
fays, that the Englifh fquadron had not fo much 
as appeared in r i\. latitude of Alamparwa ; and 
that it lay to the leeward of that place. 


Remarks. 

That is to fay, nine or ten leagues to the 
leeward of Pondicherry ; and, of courfe, un- 
der an impoflibility of getting there in two 
days. How, then, could the Count d’Ache 
and fome fubornedwitnefles have the face to ad- 
vance, that the Count d’Ache, by getting into 
the wind the ift of June, in order to make 
the latitude of Fort St. David, had offered 
battle to the Englifh fquadron, and that the 
Englifh fquadron had refufed it ? 


The 2d of June, 1759. 

By his letter of this date he fays, that 
Monjieur d' Ache, by his letter of the iji of 
June , was for failing to Karical, thirty leagues 
to the fouth. 


Remarks. 

The Count d’Ache had not as yet thought 
proper to acquaint Count Lally with this refo- 

lution. 
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which proves, that the Count d’Ache had 
not the taking ofFortSt. David muchat heart; 
an event he could not forefee, when he took 
this refolution. All Count Lally can lay of 
the matter is, that this was not the courfe which 
led to the Englifh fquadron; and that the 
Count d'Ache, by fleering a contrary one, 
might have come up with the Englifh fqua- 
dron in five hours. 


The 6th of July, 1758. 

In his letter of this date, he fays, that the 
Englifh fquadron was anchored at Sadras , a 
place eighteen leagues to the leeward of Fort Si. 
David. 


Remarks. 

The Count d’Ache was then at Rarical, 
forty-four leagues from the Englifh fquadron! 
and Count Lally was mailer of Fort St. Da* 
vid and Devi-cottah. 


The 22d of July* 1758. 

In his letter of this date, he fays, that 
there was a report at 'Tranquebar of the Eng- 
lifh having received a reinforcement of five 
Q_ fhips\ 
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flips j that , if it was fo , Monfieur d' Ache would 
have reafon to repent his not having rijked a 
feccnd battle. 


Remarks. 

The Ccmnt d’Ache was then come back 
to Pondichery, whither the Council had fum- 
moned him to return. The news of thefe 
five veflels was falie ; but the concern, which 
Monfieur de Leyrit fiippofes the Count d’A- 
che muft be under, for not having rifked a 
fecond battle, proves, that the Count d’Ache 
had been follicited to fail in quell of the 
enemy. How, therefore, could the Count 
d’Ache depofe, that, twenty days before, he 
had offered Count Lally to go and beat the 
Englifh fquadron under Madras ? This Iqua- 
dron was but ten leagues from the Count 
d’Ache ; it was come two thirds of the way 
to meet him. How, then, and in what re- 
ipeft, could the Count d’Ache ftand in need 
of Count Lally’s leave to go and beat it ? 

The 27th of June, 1758. 

In his letter of this date, he fays, that the 
Count d' Ache Jiill perjifts in his refolution of re- 
turning to the Madagafcar IJlands ; and that 

he 
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he does not think the ajfembling of a Council 
make him alter it. 

Remarks. 

Surely, this cannot be the Count d’Ache, 
the fame man, who depofes that he offered 
Count Lally to fail, the 3d of June, for Ma- 
dras, and beat the Engliih fquadron ; and 
yet, on the 27th of June, is for returning to the 
Madagafcar Iflands. Count Lally had fet out 
from Pondichery the 20th of June, on the Count 
d’ Ache’s refufal to fail againft Madras ; and, 
on the 2 5th, wrote to Monfieur de Leyrit, to 
defire he might ufe his endeavours with the 
Count d’ Ache to prevail on him to co-operate 
in the expedition againft Madras. The Count 
d’Ache did not arrive at Pondichery till the 6th 
of May ; and was, notwithftanding, for return- 
ing to the Madagafc&r Iflands the 27th of 
Jtine ; at which time he' could not forefee the 
engagement of the 5th of Auguft, nor that he 
would have the worft of it; fo that no infe- 
rence can be drawn from his behaviour, but 
that he was already, at the expiration of fix 
weeks, refolved to abandon Pondichery. 

The ift of July, 1758. 

By his letter of this date, he acquaints 
Count Lally, that he was Jlill employed in 
Q_2 making 
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making the preparations required by him for the 
attack of Madras ■, and he adds, that Mr. Pi- 
got had requefied him to advance his Englijh 
prifoners a month’s pay , but that it was not in 
bis power to do it. 


Remarks. 

This letter proves that Count Lally never 
ceafed thinking of Madras. It even proves, 
that Monfieur de Leyrit had fquandered 
away three millions of livres in the fpace of 
two months, lince he could not advance fo 
finall a fum as between eight and nine thou- 
fand to the Englifh, whom Count Lally had 
made prifpners in Fort St. David. 


The 13th of July, 1758. 

In his letter of this date, he fays, that he 
was fiill entirely taken up with the preparations 
necejfary for the Jiege of Madras. 

Remarks. 

This letter, and that immediately prece- 
ding it, fufficiently prove, that Count Lally 
did not refufe the Count d’Ache to march a- 
gainft Madras. 


21ft. 
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The 2 ift of July, 1758- 

In his letter of this date, he fays, that he 
was at a lofs bow to fubjift the fquadron j and he 
complains , at the fame time , of he want of 
fub ordination in the officers of the company’s 
troops , and of the embezzlements committed by 
them in the pojls where they were Jlationed. 

R E Ai a r k s. 

It is a lure thing, that the Count d’ Ache’s 
fquadron, which did not ftir from the road 
of Pondichery, could not but eat up the 
neighbouring country, which it would not 
have done, had it failed for Madras. As to 
the .embezzlements committed by the offi- 
cers of the company’s troops, Monfieur de 
Leyrit had more than realon to complain of 
them. They are now, however, the belt offi- 
cers and the honefteft men living. 

The 26th of July, 1758. 

In his letter of this date, he fays, that Mon - 
fieur d’ Ache , on the appearance of the Englijh 
fquadron , had refolved to run in under the 
walls of Pondichery. And Monfieur de Ley- 
rit adds to this letter of his another letter, 
which is not figned, in which it is faid, that 

3 ** 
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it were to he wifhed , that Monfieur d' Ache 
would fail in queft of the Englijh fquadron. 

Remarks. 

Count Lally was then fifty leagues from 
Pondichery. Therefore, the Count d’Ache 
cannot fay with truth, though he has not 
been afraid to depofe it, that it was Count 
Lally, who put the Council of Pondichery 
upon engaging him to go in queft of the 
Englilh fquadron. 

The 28th of July, 1758. 

In his letter of this date, he fays, that 
the Council of Pondichery had decided, that Mon - 
fieur d’Ache fhould put to fea. 

Remarks.’ 

By what has already' appeared, it muft be 
evident, that no fmall ceremony was requi- 
fite to make the Count d’Ache quit fight of 
the ramparts of Pondichery. 


The 31ft of July, 1758, 

By his letter of this date, he informs him of 
the chimerical revolutions in the Tiekan, of 

which 
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which Mejfieurs de Bujfy and Morc.cin informed 
him and he adds, that the fears of thefe gen- 
tlemen could have no dangerous conferences, if 
the Jiege of Madras had taken place at the 
time , that he ( Count Lady ) had propofid to 
himfelf to undertake it. 

Remarks 

Is is pofiible to prove more evidently, that 
■Count Lally was for attacking -Madras, after 
the fiege of Fort St. David ? This letter is 
dated the 31ft of July. Fort St. David was 
taken the 2d of June. The propofals of 
Count Lally and Moniieur de Leyrit, as like- 
wife the refufal of the Count d’Ache, are 
of' the 2d, 17th, and 18 th of this fame month - 
of June. It is thus, that Count Tally’s ene- 
mies. convidt eadvof^pr, of falfefhood and ca- 
lymny. 


The 4th of August, 1758. 

. In his letter of this date, he fays : All the 
advantage the Englifo could boaft over the Count 
d’Ache was their remaining mafters of the field 
of battle \ for that they had been as roughly 
bandied as the French. 


CL 4 


R E-i 



2 3 2 MEMOIRS OF 


Remarks. 

There is an anachronifm in this letter, 
which is dated the 4th. It fliould be dated 
the 6 th, the battle having been fought the 
5th. This battle was, in fa<5t, but a mere 
cannonade ; and, in the three battles between 
the Count d’ Ache and the Engliih, there was 
not a fingle (hip taken or funk on either fide. 
Monfieur d’Ache, indeed, loft, the night of 
his retreat after the firft engagement, a fe- 
venty-four gun lhip ; but the Engliih -con- 
tributed nothing to this lols. 

The 9th pf August, 1758. 

In his letter of this date he Ipeaks to him 
as follows: The delays you have met with in 
the Jiege of Madras , which you could not fore- 
fee when you gave your orders to Meffeurs de 
Buffy and Moracin , cannot hut caufe fome, 
alterations therein. 

Remarks. 

They, in fa£t, caufed a great deal, as Count 
Lally, who did not expedfc to be refilled by 
the Count d’Ache, had given thefe two gen- 
tlemen notice, that he reckoned to befiege 
Madras immediately after Fort St. David, and 
had ordered them to join him with a body of 
about 1 300 men, which they had under their; 


com- 
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command; and with the afliftance of which he 
could have taken Madras. He had informed 
the Court of this ftep, and the Court had 
approved it. But, on the Count d’ Ache’s re- 
filling to co-operate with him, and refolving 
to abandon the coaft, he contented himfelf 
with taking about 400 men from them. The 
remaining 800 or 900 were left in the pro- 
vinces, where thefe gentlemen commanded, to 
reinforce the garrifon of Mafuli-patnam, 
.which, at Count Lally’s arrival, had but 400 
men to defend it. It is neceflary to obferve 
this circumftance, of which written evidence 
has been produced in the courfe of the trial. 
It ferves to confound the impofture of the 
witnefies, who dare to depole, that Maluli- 
patnam was taken in confequence of Count 
'Lally’s ftripping it of its garrjlbn. Mafuli- 
patnam was taken by furprize in April 1759; 
and that in confequeficeofihe Count d’ Ache’s 
refilling to fail againft Madras, and his a- 
bandoning the coalt the 2d of September 
1758. 


The 13th of August, 1758. 

In his letter of this date, he /peaks of no- 
thing hut the apprehenfions Monjieur dfAche 
was under , leafi two fire-Jhtps , with which he 
affected to believe the Engli/h fquadron was 
provided , Jhould fet the French fquadron on fire. 

R e- 
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Remarks. 

Monfieur de Leyrit was, no doubt, under 
a miftake ; and the Count d’Ache could ex- 
prefi no fuch apprehenfions after faying and 
writing, that he bad bandied the Englijb as 
roughly as they had handled him ; and that 
they did not dare to come within cannon jhot 
ef him. ' 

The 1 8th of August, 175?. 

Monlieur de Leyrit, in a letter of this date 
to Count Lally, makes ufe of thefe very ex~ 
preflions : You will fee , Sir, by this anfwer , 
the Count £ Ache's pojitive refufal to go and at- 
tack the Englijb fquadron. The Council intend to 
do all that lies in their power, to oppofe his de- 
parture ; and even to proteft againjl him, in cafe 
he fhould perjijl in his refolution to fail, before 
the bad feafon makes it neceffary for him to de 
fa. Though Monfieur £ Ache appears determined 
not to put to fea, in order to attack the Englifh 
fquadron with the fuccours you offer him ne- 
ver thekfs, as I prefume it is neceffary that 
he fhould again leave the road, in order to 
rifk a third battle ; or, at leaft, to keep the Eng- 
lijb at bay ; I reckon I fhall be under a neceffity 
of making frejh injlances to him to-morrow. 


R E- 
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Remarks. 

It mult appear very furprifing, that lo 
many injlances fhould have been requifite, in 
the Indies, with a man, who depoies at Paris,, 
that he- would not be fuffered to go in queft 
of the Englifh, and beat them.. Monfieur 
de Leyrit and the Council will not be ful- 
pedled of having taken fo much pains with 
the Count d’Ache, merely out of a compli- 
ment to Count Lally. The danger, there- 
fore, mull have been very prcfiing. 


The 19th of August, 1758. 

In his letter of this date, he fays : I faw 
Monfieur d’Ache this morning. I again prejfed 
him , but hfi "goulj not yield to my arguments. 
All my injlances were 1 $jk.’VP$&. hi^n. Monfieur 
de Leyrit adds 5 I cannot , , therefor a, fee y fyokp. 
you can make any attempt, upon Madras. 

Remarks. 

Monfieur de Leyrit gives his opinion here, 
in very exprefs terms, that, without Monfieur 
d’Ache, there was no making any attempt upon 
Madras . 


20th. 
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The 20th of August, 1758. 

In his letter of this date, he fays, that he 
expeSed frejh fuccours from Europe \ and that 
bethought of nothing., day or night , but our 
fad condition . ; and that it was impofjible for 
him to give us any relief. 


E MARKS. 

It is very odd, that, after filch letters from 
Monfieur de Leyrit, people fhould expert 
miracles from Count Lally, and confider it as 
a crime in him that he did not work any. 


The 21ft of August, 1758. 

In his letter of this date, he fays, that he 
1 was fill in pain for Pondichery , having heard 
that 700 Englifh were marched out of Madras, 
though he had then with him the Chevalier de 
Soupire with 1000 regular troops ; not to fpeak 
of the inhabitants , and the Count d' Ache's 
fquadron , which then lay in the road. 

In fhort, Monfieur de Leyrit acquaints 
Count Lally by another letter of the fame 
date, that the Count d' Ache, in fpite of his 
infirubiions , could not be prevailed on by the re - 
prefentations made to him that the fate of the 
/colony 
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colony depended upon bis fiay , nor by the profefis 
ef the Council agoinfi his departure , to defer it 
for more than five days . 

Remarks. 

All Count Lally can add to thefe two 
letters is, that this fame Pondichery, which, 
with 1000 men and the Count d’Ache fqua- 
dron, was frightened out of its wits by 700 
Englilh, has pretended, that Count Lally, with 
700 men only, and without the Count d’A- 
che’s lquadron, fhould not Hand in any dread 
of 2200. 

The reprefentation and proteft of the Coun- 
cil, produced in another place, may ferve as 
a fupplement to what has been faid in this, of 
the Count d’ Ache’s behaviour in the Indies, 
and of the afiiftance his fquadron gave Coun,t 
Lally’s army. Count Lally does not inlift: on 
this refufal of the Count d’Ache to aft ar 
gainft Madras, but becaufe there was ftill 
time enough to repair the lodes that the 
company had fuffered by the inaftion, in 
which Monfieur de Leyrit had, for eight 
months together, kept the Chevalier de Sou- 
pire. 


GENE- 
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General Remarks. 

After perufing thefe pieces, the public will, 
no doubt, be furprifed, that Count Lally 
fliould be charged with the fmalieft fhare in 
the lofs of Pondichery. 

It was Father Lavaur, whom the Council 
of Pondichery employed to draw up the re- 
prefentations made by the Council to the 
Count- d’Ache. Count Lally has the minutes 
of them in the hand-writing of this father. 

For five months together Count Lally had 
been ftruggling between life and death, and 
Was conftantly removing from one part of the 
country to another, to fee what effedt a 
change of air would have upon him. Mon- 
fieur de Leyrit fpeaks in thefe reprefentations, 
as chief of the French fettlements. They were 
carried to fign to Count Lally, then confined 
to his bed. 

Is there a line, is there a Word in thefe re- 
p'fefentations, Which does not prbve, that the 
Council, and the fettlefneht in general, were 
under the ftrorigeft conviction, that the fafety 
of Pondichery depended entirely on the Count 
d’ Ache’s fquadron ? It is by thefe pieces Count 
Lally defires to be heard. T hey cannot but diili- 

pate 
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pate the odious prejudices, which calumny 
has endeavoured to raife againft him. 

Great, no doubt, muft be the indignation 
of the public, when it hears, that thole men, 
who have furpriled its credulity by a multi- 
tude of infamous libels againft Count Lally, 
are the very fame, who have put their names 
to thefe ads againft the Count d’Ache j when' 
it hears, that thefe very men, after having 
thus . vented their rage againft Count Lally ; 
after having aded againft him as informers 
and accufers with the king and the miniftry, 
have fince had the face to appear as witnefies 
againft him ; that they are, in a word, thofe 
very men, who, in all their depofitions, have 
not only agreed not lb much as to mention 
the name of the Count d’ Ache, though obliged 
to it by oath, on the complaints exhibited 
to the court, and- its. decree thereupon being 
read to them.-, but who have even affedad. to 
forget that the King had lent a fquadran to 
the Indies. The reign of impofture is but 
lhort. Count Lally hopes, diat juftice will 
revenge him of the collulions of this cabal, 
and the calumnies with which it has been fo 
long endeavouring to overwhelm him. 


M E- 
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APPENDIX. 


SUMMARY ACCOUNT of the PRO- 

SECUTION CARRIED ON AGAINST 

COUNT LALLY, from his arrival 

IN FRANCE TO THE TIME OF HIS WRITING 

the PRECEDING PIECES. 

C OUNT Lally took fhipping at Ma- 
dras the 10th of March, 1 761 5 land- 
ed in England the 23d of September fol- 
lowing; and on the 27th of the next month 
obtained leave to return to France. The 
firft thing he did, after his arrival in France, 

was 
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was to comply with his engagements, as com- 
mander and commifiary for his majefty, and 
give an account of his conduct He pre- 
fented a faithful picture of the crimes and 
abufes, which had occafioned the lofs of 
Pondichery, and which it was in his power 
to prove by authentic pieces. But anfwer 
was made him, that to undertake the exa- 
mination and difcufiion of thele different ob- 
jects, it was neceflary to wait the return of 
the Council of Pondichery. Neverthelefs, 
the members of this Council, perfuaded that 
Count Lally, when arrived in Europe, would 
lay open their mifdeeds, had mo£b carefully 
applied themfelves to find out the means of 
warding off fo terrible a blow. Excited by 
a Ipirit of revenge and the defire of impunity, 
they had availed themfelves of the ftay, al- 
lowed them in the Indies after the commander’s 
departure, to forge levesai pieces, which were 
to ferve as a bafis to the blackeft calumnies. 
Father Lavaur prefided at their meetings, and 
directed all their fteps. 

A verbal procefs of the taking of Pondi- 
chery , and what happened during loft days of 
the blockade , and at the furrender of the place, 
holds the firft rank amongft thefe clandeftine 
pieces. It is faid in this aft, that it was 
pajfed in the houfe of Monjieur Law, and in the 
apartment of Monjieur de Leyrit. This verbal 
R procefs 
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procefs is fubfcribed by the Governor and 
Council of Pondichery *, who, no doubt, 
•meant to give more weight and authority to 
it, by getting it figned by Monfieur Mathon, 
Procurator of the Foreign Millions ; brother 
Dominick, a Capuchin, and Apoftolical Vicar j 
and Father Lavaur, Superior of the Jefuits. 

This piece is worthy of its authors and 
approvers. They alter the truth in it in 
every eflential circumftance. They conceal 
and ciifguiie fuch fa£bs and papers as con- 
tribute to the juftification of the General and 
take a great deal of pains to gain belief to 
the infamous and fcandalous reports, which 
the Council itfelf made it its bufinefs to 
propagate in Pondichery, with a view to 
perfuade the inhabitants, that Count Lally 
wanted to facilitate to the Englijh ike approaches 
necejfary to ajfault the place , and give up all 
the inhabitants to be plundered and put to the 
fuoord. 

This verbal procefs was fent, the 12th of 
-February 1761, to the Council of the Ifland 
of Mauritius, to be from thence forwarded to 
the Company. The authors of this fcandalous 
piece have been fince heard in teftimony a- 
gainft Count Lally, and have left on record,' 
in their depofirions, -all- the lies it contains. 


They 
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They, at the fame time, - drew up feveraj 
other verbal p'rocefies relative to the events, 
which had happened in the Indies, during 
Count Lally’s refidence there. Thefe works 
of darknefs, the dates of which are rppre 
than liable to fuipicion, and which never 
appeared any where but in Europe, betray, 
.every one of them, the ipirit by which they 
were dictated. 

But the Cabal did not confine itfelf tp 
the drawing up of thefe obfcure pieces. The 
enemies of .Count Lally had formed the hor- 
rid project of blackening him, if poflible, in 
the eyes of the whole univerfe, by charging him 
at once, with cowardice and treachery. For 
this purpofe, the Council of Pondichery en- 
gaged the Governor of Madras to print and 
publifli a JN^anifefto, fetting forth his motives 
for demolifhing the .ftaatific^iypns and houfes 
of Pondichery. 

To this piece were added feveral others re- 
lating to the blockade of Pondichery 5 and, 
likewife, the declaration Count Lally fent to 
Colonel Coote before the fiirrender of that 
place ; the anfwer .of the Englilh General 
to that declarations and the feparate repre- 
fentations of Monfieur de Leyrit and-Jjather 
Lavaur, to prevent the deftrudtion of Pon- 
dichery. This Jefuit took upon him to fee 
R 2 that 
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that the work was properly printed j and 
even flipplied^he Englifh with printers and a 

printing-houfe. 

In the margin of Count Lally’s declara- 
tion, which is one of the pieces contained 
in this collection, are feveral calumnious notes 
againft him. The mention made in the be- 
ginning of it of the taking of Chandernagor, 
as a violation of the treatifes of neutrality, 
is ftiled low and weak. They accufe him, in 
the following notes, of having furrendered the 
town at difcretion, without endeavouring to 
obtain any favourable conditions for the in- 
habitants. Nay, they carry their impudence 
to fuch a height as to affirm, that favourable 
conditions would have been granted to him, 
had he afked a capitulation before the trenches 
were opened ; and even afterwards , had he only 
made a fhew to defend himfeif one or two days 
longer. 

How is it poffible, after the faithful ac- 
count given of the ' circumftances of the 
capitulation, not to lofe patience at the 
fight of this note-maker’s impofture ? Is it 
not enough to recollect what has been in- 
conteftably proved by authentic pieces ? ift. 
That Count Lally did all that lay in his 
power to forward the holding of a mixt coun- 
cil, in order to deliberate ferioufly on a ca- 
pitulation. 



COUNT LALLY. 245 

pitulation, whilft it was poflible to obtain any 
tolerable conditions. 2dly. That the Council 
of Pondichery, confidering this ftep which 
Count Lally advifed, as too hafty and precipi- 
tate, thought proper to wait to the laft extremity, 
and declared this their opinion and refolution 
to him in exprefs terms. 3 dly . That this fatal 
moment being arrived, the General aflembled 
a council of war compoied of the comman- 
ders of all the feverai corps, whp approved 
the capitulation by opinions written and 
figned by themfelves, and containing their 
motives for thinking of it as they did ; 
and even acknowledged, that the place was 
at die laft gafp, and had no kind of fub- 
fiftence left. 4thly. That, in thefe critical 
moments, and when it was impoflible to 
hold out any longer, Count Lally required 
for the gafrifon and the-inhabitants every thing, 
that the ckcumftances~ 5 f the place left him 
any pretext to infill upon. What, therefore, 
are we to think of the author of thele notes, 
who has thus dared to mifreprefent well 
known fads ; fads, which the Count has 
produced a jtnukitude of writings to eftablifh ? 

The reprefentations addrefied by Monfieur 
de Leyrit to the Governor of Madras wear 
equal marks of falfehood and deceit. He, in 
them, has the face to advance, that Count 
R 3 Lally 
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Laity wrote to Colonel Coote, -who commanded 
the Englijh troops , to invite him to come the day, 
following and take pojfejjion of our place. Mon- 
fieur de Leyrit puts feveral captious queftions 
in the lame paper, by way, he mult be fen- 
fible, of filhing for fuch anfwers, as might 
authorize the informations of the council of 
Pondiche'ry againft the French General. 

But all thefe machinations, far from pro- 
ducing the advantage which their authors 
hoped to derive from them, have only ferved 
to throw new light upon Count Lally’s 
defence. Three things ought to be allowed 
him as unqueftionably eftablilhed, even by 
the words of the Manifefto publifhed by the 
Council of Madras. 

The firffc is, that, whatever conditions might 
have been required, and even obtained from 
Colonel Coote, the fparing of the fortifica- 
tions of Pondichery could not pofiibly have 
been of the number. The decree for that pur- 
pofe had been irrevocably pronounced by the 
Englilh Company. This appears plainly by 
the Manifefto, which, contains the Ipeech of 
the Governor of Madras to the Council of. 
Pondicheiy. We jhall now , faid Mr. Pigot, 
lay before you the orders we have received from 
the Directors of the Company we ferve. Behold 
in vjhat terms they exprefs themfelves. If 

IT; 
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IT SHOULD EVER BE YOUR GOOD FOTUNE TO 

take any of the French Settlements, we 

GIVE YOU POSITIVE ORDERS TO RAZE THE 

Fortification's of them. 

A fecond point equally unqueftionable is, 
that the Manifefto, and the pieces annexed 
to it, radically deftroy the infamous fufpi- 
cion, which the Council of Pondichery has 
fince endeavoured to eftablifh, of an under- 
ftanding between Count Lally and the Eng- 
lifh. To be convinced of this, one need only 
read the anfwer made to the reprefentations 
of Father Lavaur by Monfieur Dupre, ap- 
pointed Governor of Pondichery fince the 
taking of the place. They contain the bit- 
tereft complaints of Count Lally’s harfhnefs 
to fuch of the Englifh as had fallen into his 
hands, and of the rigorous treatment he was 
refolved to give the reft, in cafe he had fuc- 
ceeded in his enterprizes againft them. 1 
could alledge , thefe are the very words of the 
Englifh Governor, the harfh ufage it appears 
they were to receive ; I could lay before you , as 
proofs of your General’s rigour , numberlefs in- 
fiances of the feverity , I might call it cruelty , 
with which he has treated fuch of my countrymen 
as had the misfortnne to come under his power , 
&c. 


R 4 
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Thefe fo violent exclamations againft Count 
Lally’s behaviour are evidently irreconcile- 
able with the horrid fulpicions of correC- 
pondence with the enemy and of treafon, in- 
vented by his enemies in fupport of a defpe- 
rate caufe, and when they found, that all the 
informations, in which they charged him with 
embezzlement, were deftroyed by irrefiftible 
evidence. 

gdly. In fine. It is proved by the fame Ma- 
nifefto, that the Englilh had formed the pro- 
je<£t of making themfelves matters of the 
iflands of Mauritus and Bourbon, The con- 
queft of thefe fettlemsnts was recommended 
in the firongefi terms to the fecret Committee 
of Madras , by a letter of the 23d of No- 
vember 1759. It even appears, that, at the 
time this letter was written, they took it for 
granted in London, that their forces were 
in podemon of Pondichery. But, by its 
holding out to the laft extremity, they did 
not get poflelfion of it till the 16th of Ja- 
nuary 1761 ; when it was too late for the 
Englifh to execute any enterprize on the 
iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon ; and thus, 
in confequence of this long refiftance, thefe 
precious eftabliftiments, which will ever re- 
pain the key to the Indies, have been preferved 
to France. 


Befides 
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Befides thefe ads, of which we have been 
giving an account^ the Council of Pondi- 
chery, before its departure from that place, 
wrote a great many letters to Paris, in 
which Count Lally was painted in the black- 
eft colours. The authors of the Cabal en- 
gaged the -Vifcount de Fumel, who had o- 
penly declared againft Count Lally,' to write 
likewiie, and in the fame ftile. All thefe li- 
bels, containing the moft fhocking pictures 
of Count Lally, were addrefied to Monfieur 
4 e Bufly, who took care to have them circu- 
lated in Paris, in order to prepare the way for 
greater impoftures, and create a general indig- 
nation againft that commander. 

As loon as the members of the Council of 
Pondichery arrived in London, they thought 
proper to fend before them to Paris Monfieur 
Landivifiau, with orders to. rail againft Count 
Lally to the utmoft of his power; and he 
played his part perfedly well. The court 
and city foon refounded with his cries. Many 
perfons can ftill remember the exceffes to 
ydiich he fuffered his paflion to carry him ; 
and, particularly, the following words, which 
he was not afraid to utter publicly at Fon- 
tainebleau, “ That either he or Count Lally 

myft (pome to the block.” But his prefump- 

tion 
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tion failing him, he lowered his note on the 
trial. It may even be faid, that, on this oc- 
cafion, he made fome kind of reparation to 
Count Lally, by declaring in his depofition, 
and at his confrontation, that he did not 
mean to infer from the fafts he had men- 
tion. d any kind of treafon in the General. 
The progrefs of this defamation was extreme- 
ly rapid. It was levelled equally at the ci- 
vil and military conduit of Count Lally. 

Count Lally lpared no pains to diffipate 
entirely the fcandalous reports ipread a- 
gainft him. He offered to juflify, as far as it 
could be expefted, all his operations in the In- 
dies. But he was told, that thefe matters could 
not be examined till the Council of Pondi- 
chery was returned. 

At length, this Council arrrived in Paris. 
It is impoflible to defcribe the number and 
variety of the intrigues put in practice in 
this city by thefe flanderers and their emif- 
faries. Frequent aflemblies, in which they 
contrived and agreed upon the moft odious 
imputations againft Count Lally ; anony- 
mous libels, in which thefe abominations were 
recorded; fuchwere the methods, to which they 
had recourfeto impofe upon the public and the 
ftock-holders. F ather Lavaur, who had fo well 

ferved 
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Served this cabal of flanderers in the Indies, 
■was their Council and Director in Paris. 

It is proper to take notice, in this place, 
of an important anecdote, by which the per- 
fidy and duplicity of Father Lavaur may be 
clearly feen. He compofed in the Indies two 
different memoirs. The firft: extolled Count 
Tally to the fkies ; the fecond was a defa- 
matory libel againft him. We can name one 
perfon in particular, by whom the firft was 
feen in the Indies; it is the Marquis de 
Montmorenci ; and this nobleman can af- 
fert, that it fpoke very favourably of the 
firft expeditions of Count Lally, of which 
the Marquis himfelf was a witnefs. It is 
probable, that one or the other only of thefe 
Memoirs was to make its appearance as cir- 
cumftances fhould require. The commodious 
dodtrine, which permits the, fupporting of 
contraries, never received a more happy ap- 
plication. 

When this Jefuit was fure of the progrefs 
of the Cabal, and of the almoft univerfal 
odium it had excited in Paris againft Count 
Tally, he no longer hefitated to fide openly 
with the flanderers. Extracts of his libel 
were dilperfed. Nay, the whole work was 
given to fome perfons, and Count Lally con- 
trived to get a copy of it, which he pre- 

fented 
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tended to the Minifter of the finances, who 
at firft feemed to approve the complaint which 
he intended to exhibit ; but, notwithftanding, 
ordered him to flop his proceedings and pro- 
mised to .do him juftice. 

In the mean time. Count Lally’s enemies 
took advantage of his fteddy filence to gain 
credit to their impoftures. They found it an 
eafy matter to inlift in their fervice about 
fifty officers or fervants of the company, 
whom intereft rendered dependent upon 
them. Many of thefe officers and fervants of 
the Company were, befides, perfonally exaf- 
perated againft Count Lally, either becaufe 
he had attempted to put a ftop to the mal- 
practices of fome of them in their civil 
employments, or found himfelf under a ne- 
cefiity of inflicting military puniffiments on 
others for military offences. They aflem- 
bled very exactly in a private houfe, which 
ferved them for a place of rendezvous. Here 
the feveral aCtors, who were to appear on 
the ftage againft him, received their parts. 
At the iffue of thefe conferences they Ipread 
themfelves over the coffee houfes, the pub- 
lic walks, and all the other places of general 
reibrt in Paris, where they boldly uttered 
falfehoods, which it was not in the power , of 
any one to contradict. They even raifed a mob, 
■syhich had the impudence to inlult Count Lally 

under 
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under his windows ; infomuch that he was 
obliged to' have recourfe to public authority 
to put a flop to thefe diforders. It is, ne- 
verthelefs, the authors of all thele doings, 
who have been fince admitted to give evi- 
dence againft him. 

In Ipite of the grofs contradictions into 
which many of them have fallen, it is plain, 
that it could be only to execute a formal coit- 
fpiracy, that fo great a number of informers 
united againft him. It is even certain that 
mofl of their depositions are but mere ex- 
tracts from Father Lavaur’s Memoirs, which 
are, as it were, the dictionary of all the calum- 
nies uttered in the courfe of this profecution. 

The Council of Pondichery, after having 
put fo many Springs in motion to raife a 
general clamour againft Count Lally, thought 
they might now venture upon an attempt of 
another order, by declaring themfelves pub- 
lickly the accufers of this Commander. They 
prefented the Minifter of the Finances a 
Memorial containing the moft grievous im- 
putations againft him, and accompanied with 
a letter, in which they declared, that the 
Council and the tar etched fettlement of the Indies 
were , from firjl to lafi , crufhed under the author- 
ity of a defpotic mafter.j who had been ever a 
ftranger to all the laws of prudence, honour, 

AND 
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and even humanity - ; adding, that Count 
Tally, to as, alone , accountable for the whole 
fiewardjhip and adminiftraiion , as well of the 
interior as the exterior concerns of the Company 5 
and, likewife , for all the revenues of the lands 

and territories poffeffed by the Company ; 

that he was accountable for the lofs of Pondi- 
■chery, fmce it had furrendered merely for want 
of provijions, and he alone had in his hands 
the means of fupplying it ; viz. money to pur- 
chafe them ; the fruits of the Company's lands j 
the produce of the Company’s crops % and troops. 
withal , to protedi them. 

The Council, as if all thefe fa£ts had been 
proved to be true, which, .however, have been 
lince proved falfe by written evidence, pomifed 
to clearup and eftablifli many others j andmade 
ufe of thefe words : You will not find in our Me- 
morial \ my. Eord, a detail of all the fitms he 
remitted to Europe by the hands of the Danesy 
the Dutch , and even the Englifh. This will 
appear hereafter. We have made it a law 
with ourfelves not to mention any faffs in this 
Memorial, but fuch as are clearly made out. 

In fine, the Council referved to itfelf to 
draw an hiftorical piffure of his military ope- 
rations ; affirming, that there were nine capital 
articles which proved fomething more than mere 
want .of capacity. 
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It is to be obferved, that thefe flanderous 
imputations relate chiefly to extortions and em- 
bezzlements laid to be committed by Count 
Lally. But, if the innocence of his conduct is 
eftablilhed by unqueftionable proofs in writing, 
moft of which too are the work of -thole 
who accufe him 5 if there is not to be found, 
in the voluminous report of the enquiry 
■made into his conduct, the flighted trace 
of the extortion laid to his charge ; if, on 
the contrary, this report makes equally evi- 
dent both his probity and difinterefted- 
nefs, and the criminal mifcondudt of his 
adversaries ; what judgment ought the 
public to form of a Cabal of impoftors, 
who have conlpired to propagate fuch in- 
famous falfehoods ? In what light mult his 
judges confider the promife made, four years 
ago, by thole who have informed againfl: 
him, but which has j&Qt .as yet been, and 
never will be, made good, to produce an 
account of the liims which he remitted to 
Europe by the hands of the Danes, the 
Dutch, and even the Englilh ? What indig- 
nation can be adequate to filch black and. 
wicked impoftures ? 

The libel, which contained them, was 
only a recrimination formed and fupported 
by the llanderers, to divert the thunder rea- 
dy to light on their own heads, and to ef- 

cape 
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cape the profecution,with which they themfelves 
were threatened. They knew that Count 
Lally had long fince given information of 
their mifcondudt ; and offered to exhibit the 
proofs of it. The Directors had communi- 
cated to them the Memorials relating to it, 
which they had received from Count Lally. 
They had examined them at their leifure; 
and, in order to elude an enquiry, the con- 
fequences of which they had fo much reafon 
to fear, they imputed to the Count the felf- 
fame excefies, of which he had accufed them- 
ielves and had it in his power to convi£t them. 

It was in confequence of this fyftem they 
maintained, that Count Lally was, alone, ac- 
countable for all the money that had been 
brought from Europe, as well as the re- 
venues of the fettlement, and the whole of 
the effefts laid up in the magazines. 

But one need only read Count Lally’s let- 
ters to the company, and the papers he ex- 
hibits, to be convinced, that the Council was 
accufed, -and even convifted, of thefe embez- 
zlements, with which they reproach Count 
Lally with equal rafhnefs and falfehood ; 
that all thefe diforders proceeded from a vi- 
cious adminiftration, which had fubfifted a 
long time before Count Lally fet his foot in 
the Indies,' and the proofs of which the 

Company 
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Company had under its eyes, in the re- 
giilers and accounts of its treafurers. Add, 
that the Council, in imputing to C junt Lally 
alone the lots of the Indies, contradicted 
itfelf, lince it had maintained in the national 
proteft, which has been cited, that the Count 
d’Ache, by abandoning the coaft, had ren- 
dered himfelf alone anfwerable for all the 
misfortunes of the fcttlement. 

The members of the Council, encouraged 
by the fucccfs of thel'e their firft proceed- 
ings againft Count Lally, prel'ented a pe- 
tition to the King, beleeching his Majefty to 
appoint the tribunal, in which a criminal 
profecution might be carried on againft him. 
Count Lally was at the fame time inform- 
ed, that they had obtained an order for 
confining him in the Baitile. The liberty 
he ftill enjoyed alarmed his enemies. They 
apprehended, that, as long as he was in the 
wav of being informed of their intrigues and 
limiter practices, he might too eailly find 
means to baffle them. Count Lally, though 
thus timely warned of the difgrace which they 
were preparing for him, took no pains to 
avoid it. On the contrary, preferring a con- 
finement, the rigour of v, hich he forelaw 
without lufpedting the length of it, to 2 
flight, which thofe, who informed againft 
him, would, no doubt, have conftrued into 
S a tacit 
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a. tacit acknowledgement of the juftlce of 
their imputations, he repaired to Fontain- 
bleau, in the month of November 1762 , and 
there did kimfelf the honour to write the 
Duke de Choifeui the following letter, in 
which one may eaiily difcover the language 
of innocence and truth, and that noble 
confidence, which a blameiefs conduct alone 
can inlpire. 

" My Lord, 

The rumours, which prevail in Paris, have 
brought me here. My enemies will never 
be able to terrify me, fince I depend on my 
own innocence, and am fenfible of your 
equity. The King is mailer of my liberty, 
but my honour is under the fafeguard of 
the laws, of which he is the protestor. I 
do not a Ik yoii, my Lord, who are my flan- 
derers ; I know them ; but what their flan- 
ders are, that I may obviate them, and re- 
pel them with fuch proofs, as will cover 
the authors of them with fhame. I have 
brought here my head and my innocence, 
and Hull continue here to wait your orders. 

I am See.” 

This is not, we inlift upon it, the ftile 
of a man, who had forgot himfelf fo far, 
as to commit extortion and betray his coun- 
try. 
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try. However, Count Lally was arrefted, 
and conduced to the Baflile. His com* 
finement was matter of triumph to his ene- 
mies, who, upon it, became more clamour- 
ous than ever. They advanced in their 
clandeftine Memoirs, that Count Lally’s 
military conduit proved fomething more than 
mere want of capacity . 

But they foon openly impeached him 'of 
High Trcafon. Their emiflaries propagated 
this calumny, and even went fo far as to 
calculate the millions he had -received for 
betraying Pondichery. 

Fifteen months elapfed before Count 
Lally was interrogated. And all this time 
he was kept in the dark in regard to the 
■tribunal, to which he might have recourfe 
to confound his flanderers. But the death 
of Father Lavauf ptft an end to his fufpence. 
Monfieur l’Abbe Terray, the Parliament’s 
CommilTary, in taking an inventory of this 
Jefuit’s papers, found amongft them the 
■defamatory libel of his, which we have fo 
often mentioned. This libel was put into 
the hands of the Attorney General, who 
exhibited a charge againfl: Count Lally of 
extortion, oppreffion, abufe of authority, and 
even High Treafon. An arret was thereupon 
jfTued, which referred the profecution to the 
S 2 Chate- 
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Chatelet, with a refervation of the cuftomary 
right of appeal to the fupreme Court. 

The Lieutenant-Criminel took fome de- 
pofitions. But it was confidered, on the one 
hand, that an affair, which contained de- 
tails of the greateft extent, ought not to 
be left to two degrees of jurifdi&on j and, 
on the other hand, that. Count Lally having 
firft exhibited complaints againft ■ thofe 
very perfons who had now impeached 
him, it was proper to fet on foot a general 
enquiry into all the crimes and abufes, 
which might have contributed to the lofs 
of the Indies. Accordingly, a eommif- 
fion iffued the 12 th of January 1764, by 
which the King, “ affirming to himfelf, as 
far as there might be occafion, the complaints 
already exhibited, and the proceedings al- 
ready had thereupon, referred to the Great 
Chamber fully afiembled the cognizance of 
all the crimes and abufes, which might, 
have been committed in the Eaft Indies, re- 
lative to the Government and Trade of the 
India Company, as well before as fince the 
fending of the troops there under Count Lally, 
in order that the faid crimes and abufes, with 
all their-circumftances and dependencies, may 
be enquired into in the faid Great Chamber 
at the fuit of the Attorney General, , and the 

pro- 
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profecution for them there carried on and ter- 
minated againft the PERSONS GUILTY 
THEREOF, THEIR ACCOMPLICES, 
AND ADHERENTS, ACCORDING TO 
THE RIGOUR OF THE LAWS.” 

The motive for iffuing this commiflion, 
fufficiently evident in itfelf, is thus exprcfled 
in the preamble. “ As in a great number of 

Memorials prefented to us 

it has been fet forth, that thefe fo numerous, 
and, at the fame time, fo fatal loftes, had been 
occafioned by embezzlements, extortions, mif- 

applications cf the public money, our 

juft Ice requires, that thefe delinquencies 
fhould be judicially inquired into.” 

Thus, as it appears by the very terms of 
this Commiflion, the object of it was merely 
to difcover the crime, by whomfoever it 
might have been committed. It was not 
levelled at any particular perfon ; it was to 
take in all the crimes and abufes, in general , 
committed in the Eajl Indies, relative to the 
Government and Trade of the Company, as well 
before as fvnce the fending of the troops there 
under Count Lally, 

On the 1 2th of July 1764, a new Com- 
milTion ilfued, importing, at the fame time that 
it directed that of the izth^of the preceding 

month 
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month of January to be carried into execution,, 
thav the prcfecution begun by the Lieutenant-Cri- 
mine . . .jhould be continued, carried on, and termi- 
nated, as -aell againji Count Laity, as againjt his 
accomplices , &c. 

The firft Commiflion of the 12th of Janu- 
ary 1764,1s referred to in the preamble of 
thislecond Commiflion ; and it is added j “ the 
King has been lince informed, that, fo early as 
the 6th of July 1763, the Attorney General 
had obferved, on occasion of feveral pieces 
found at Father Laraur’s, that there might 
refult from feme of the faid pieces againft 
le Sieur de Lally a great number of fads 
of the greateft importance, and reduceable to 
certain heads, fuch as abufes of authority, 
misdemeanours, extortions, embezzlements, 
and other crimes, even of High Treafon ; 
that he had exhibited a complaint thereof, 
of which he had ad by the Arret of 
the 6th of July 17 63, which referred to the 
Cliateht the profecution of the faid Sieur de 
Lally, his accomplices and adherents, , . . 
that, in execution thereof, feveral witnefTes 
had been heard by the Lieutenant-Crimi- 
liel ; and that it appears neceffary, that 
thefe proceedings fbould be likevvife conti- 
nued, carried on, and terminated, in execution 
of the Cornmiflion of the 12th of January 
1 764, as well againft the laid Sieur de Lallv, 
as his accomplices. Stef* 

This 
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This laft Commiffion injoins, by a fpe- 
cial ciauie, the execution of the firth But 
jt is abfolutely neceffary to obferve, that 
thefe judicial proceedings have been con- 
fined to the imputations again ft Count 
Lally and his pretended accomplices. No 
enquiries have been made into the abufes, 
of which he had himfelf firft complained; 
and which prevailed in the Indies, as well 
before as fince the fending of troops there 
under his command. Thefe abufes had 
been committed by fevcral of the perfons 
employed by the Company in its fettle- 
menfs ; tnofl of whom, after making their 
depofitions, returned to thefe fet dements, with 
certificates attefting that nothing could be 
laid to their charge. This advantage they 
would never have enjoyed, if, conformably 
to the’ firft Commiffion, the profecution had 
been carried on againft them ; fince, in. that 
cafe, the proofs, which Count Lally could 
produce againft moft of them, would have 
laid the Judges under a neceffity of iffuing 
warrants to apprehend them. Thus Count 
Lally, a man honoured with the titles of 
Commander and King’s Commiflary, was 
the firft to give information of crimes and 
abufes, which he offered to eftabliih by 
point-blank proofs. But no regard was 
paid to his information. He has, alone, ex- 
perienced the rigour of aprofecution; and this 
S 4 profee utica ; 
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profecution had no other foundation than a 
recrimination contrived by his enemies. A 
addrefled to the Miniftry by the Council 
of Pondichery ; an anonymous libel found 
amongft Father Lavaur’s papers ; fuch have 
been the foundation of a criminal profe- 
cution carried on againft a Lieutenant Ge- 
neral of the King’s armies ; for accufing 
h im of extortion, and even endeavouring to 
fix upon him a fufpicion of High Treafon. 

The charge of extortion left him a 
right in law to claim the aflittance of Counr 
cil ; and fuch aliiftance was never more re- 
quifite, confidering the immenfe extent of the 
objeft ; confidering that the proceedings were 
rather literal than vocal ; and that the accufed 
was obliged to collect, combine, and produce 
a vaft number of pieces tending to his 
juftification, moft of which lay fcatlered here 
and there in feveral places. But thefe words, 
even of High Treafon, inferted in the im T 
peachment, imported the fufpicion of a 
crime, which- the letter of the law does not 
comprehend in the number of thofe ? relatively 
to which a communication with Council 
is allowed ; fo that Count Lally has not as 
yet been able to obtain fo precious a privi- 
lege. The involving of him in proceedings 
pf fuch an extraordinary nature, and the 

fub-» 
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fubje&ing of him to a .rigorous confine-* 
merit, was not enough to fatiate the malice 
and vengeance of his enemies. But, by im- 
peaching him as fufpeCted of High ‘Treafon, 
they thus endeavoured to deprive him, if poffi- 
ble, even of the means of defending himfelf. 

But, though Count Lally has been refufed 
the comfort of conferring with Council, he has, 
while the Attorney General was collecting 
proofs again# him, been allowed the ufe of 
pen, ink and paper. He has devoted, to 
the expofifion of the many facts and proofs 
in his favour, the difmal leiiure procured him 
by a forced folitude, Very exaCt notes, 
taken by him immediately after his long 
confrontations and interrogatories, have ena- 
bled his defenders to repel the fhafts of ca- 
lumny, and eftabfifh his innocence. 

Add to this, that the informers again# 
Count Lally, even thofe who had figned 
the petition, befeeching the King to name 
the tribunal in which they might pro- 
fecute him, have been heared in juflice 
again# him. From accufed, which they 
were in the beginning, they became ac- 
cufers ; and not fatisfied with this fir# 
transformation, they have fince appeared in 
the fhape of witnefies. What is more, thefe 
depofitions of theirs are, for the mo# part, 

volumes 



2cS .MEMOI R.'S O F 

volumes compofed in fuch a ftilc, and pus 
together in fuch an order, as necelferiiy 
fuppofe a very remote preparation. Many 
cf thefe witneffcs appeared with papers, 
in their hands, which they faithfully fol- 
lowed in their narratives. The proceedings' 
in' the Chatelet contain an acknowledg- 
ment of this important fa£h Now, what 
more conclufive proof can there be of 
the exigence of that confpiracy, againft 
which Count Lally has never ceafed to 
cry out? A witnefs ought 'to declare the 
truth, as it occurs to him the moment he 
declares it ; and is to know nothing of the 
fa<£t> concerning which he is to be examined, 
till the moment he is examined. How then 
fhould he, on pretence of affifling his me- 
mory, be permitted to prefent himfelf with a 
ready prepared depofition ; to fubftitutc a ftu- 
cied libel to the extempore declaration re- 
quired of him •, and to give an anfwer, as 
it were, to qneftions before they are alked? 
But it is impoffible, that impofture Ihouldnot 
betray itfelf one way or another. Though 
the informers have agreed with each other in 
feveral of their lies, they have, in others of 
them, been guilty of fuch palpable blunders 
and contradictions, as fhould be alone fuffi- 
Cient entirely to invalidate their teftimony. It 
Is what we propofe to demonftrate in another 

place. 
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place, in which every head of accufatioa 
{ha .11 be {eparately and fucceffively difcufled. 
But we think it firft requifite to exhibit 
the general defence arifirig from the joint 
confideration of thofe fa£ts, of which wc 
have already given an account. 


GENERAL DEFENCE OF COUNT 
LALLY. 

This defence may be reduced to two 
principal points, xft. That the witnefles, 
who have depofed againfl: Count Lally, 
are totally unworthy of credit ; from which 
it follows, that their declarations cannot con- 
flitute any proof. 2d. That the fadfs, which 
have been exhibited, demonftrate an abfolutc 
jnexiftence of the Corpus Delimit. 

To eftablifh the firft of thefe propofitions, 
it is thought proper to cite fome fundamental 
ideas, which Judges, fhould never lofe fight of, 
when the life and honour of a fubjedb are at 
fiake. The laws, which have enabled dif- 
ferent formalities in the profecution of crimes, 
have likewife multiplied the precautions for 
guarding innocence againft the attacks of ca- 
lumny. ■ A criminal profecution is, in itfelf, 
t>jie of the greatest misfortunes, that can 

befall 
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befall a fubjecft. This is the idea the Roman 
Legillators had of it *. Perfuaded/that it 
was dying twice to lofe one’s reputation, 
they were very far from authoring indif- 
eriminately all the accufations which tended 
to deprive the fubjeft of fo great a bleffing. 
Before they proceeded on the accufation, 
they allowed the accufed to oppofe what they 
called a prejudicial exception. This excep- 
tion confilted in examining, if the accufer had 
really a right to appear in that character.’* 
When he had not the qualities required by the 
law to intitle him to credit, he was rejected •f'. 
It is by a deduction from thefe principles, 
that all the Orown-Law writers in the world 
decide, that perfons accufed are at liberty to 
employ all the means approved of by the Law, 

in 


* Prime enint, quoniam Romani nihil prafantius putabant 
qzam integrum ejfe vitee, fcelerifque purwn, adeo tit bit illis 
tnori videretur qui famam ami/iffet, admodum providi erant in 
hujufmodi caujis qttee tantum ponderis habebant, ut Romani civit 

caput, velfama in difcrimen veniret 11m quemvis ad 

accufaxdum projilire patiebantur, ne effreenata accufandi licen - 
tia in cedumntam abiret. Boehmer. exercitatv. 92. ad libr, 
44. Pandeft. de exceplione prsejudiciali, cap. 2. §. 5. 

■f Hinc earn ipfam ob caufam repellebantur d'foris fervi, 
fames macula feu calumn'd notati,judicio publico damnati, & 
qui funt ejufmedi farhus homines : quod Ji igitur quit ex hcrum 
numero in jus vocaffst aliqusm, hie, antequam ejus nomen inter 
Teas deferretur, preejudicium pojltdare poterat de accufalorit 
fiatu qua clarum fieret utrum illi accufare lieeret nccne, Eoeh- 
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in order to avoid the horrors of a criminal pro- 
fecution *. 

Thefe Legiflators, who in receiving ac- 
cufations obferved fuch referve, were not 
leis fcrupulous as to the nature of the proofs 
which followed them. They did not con- 
lider any declarations as worthy of that name, 
but fuch as comprehended all the characters 
of that evidence, which forces confent, and 
which no reafonable mind can refill. This 
is theexprefs import of a famous law, the due 
obfervance of which cannot fail of being to the 
fubjeCt an aflured defence againfi: the attacks 
of calumny. Sciant- cunSH accufatores earn fe 
rem deferre in publicam notionem debere quar 
munita Jit idoneis tejtibus, vel injirudla apertijfi- 
mis documentis, vel indiciis ad probationem indu- 
litatis, et luce clarioribus expedita. L. 2 5. cod. 
de probat. 

Thus, in tfie terms of tins law, it is not fufpi- 
cionsj it is not conjectures; it is not fimple pre- 
fumptions; which, in criminal matters, fhould 
determine the Judges to condemn the accufed. 

There 


* Square £«f quotquot funt rerum criminalium fcriptores two 
ere fuadent emnes reo vies cjfe aperiendas, qtiibus quantum fieri 
pofiit, declinare queat atque evitare inquifitionis incommode fu- 
nefiijjima, quibus ulla ex parte, fama, vita, corpus, fe 1 f at ’.li- 
totes tpfius efiici pojfunt, Boehmer, ibid. §. 8. 
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There muft be proofs fufficient to create thag 
moral certainty, upon which alone judicial 
deciiions ought to be founded. The Jurifcon- 
fults of all civilized nations have done homage 
to this truth, which flows direftly from the 
mere light of reafon Now, the principal 
proofs brought again# the accufed being 
generally grounded on the depofitions of 
witnelTes, it follows from thefe eftablifhed 
principles, that the authority of depofitions 
ought to be weighed with the moft fcrupu- 
lous attention. In tejtimmis dignitas, fides, 
mores, gravitas examinanda ejt . L. 2. §. de 
tefiibus. Judicial decifions are confidered as 
truth itfelf. How, then, can they be built 
Upon declarations made by men liable to 
fufpicion, or unworthy of credit ? Accor- 
dingly, it is univerfally acknowledged, that 
the firft and moft indifpenfibly requifite con- 
dition for the admiifion of Witnefl'es is, that 
they lliould be irreproachable, and above 
all fufpicion T . judges are to lay no ftrefs 

on 


* Ma'joris cauf<£ requiritur major it as prohaticnis , Jintquc 
addh probations cert a zet non pojjit perfuadcri contraruim . 
Mornac, fur la Loi 25. cod. de probat. 

ISerno vnrpiam condmnandtn per preefumptiones. Moli- 
limits ad Leg. favorabiliores de Reg. Juris. 

PsJJinuim t£? per icalof tern efi quemquam jud'eare de fufpt- 
ciow. Boehmer. loc. cit. §. 6. 

d* Rcgtilam multb magis procedure in criminal? bus in quibtif 
?2&din?i tdjles idoneos , fsdetiam omni exceptions majores requirit 
Farinacius, de teihbus, tit. 6 , qiiseft, 63.11. 2:0 Sc 22. 
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on their declarations, unleis they have a 
certainty of bo .h thefe points, 1. That they 
have had an opportunity of knowing the 
truth ; 2. That they intend to declare it. 
It is by the light of thefe principles that we 
may determine the degree of credit any tef- 
timony is entitled to, and the nature of the 
exceptions, to which it is liable *. 

If the depolition is infplred by the intereft 
the wheel's may have in giving it ; if there 
are the jufteft motives to believe, that it is the 
effect of enmity, and a dciire of revenge ; if, 
independent of thefe peremptory exceptions, 
the declaration, coniidered in itfelf, carries 
evident marks of impofture ; the Magiftrates 
iliould treat it as an information worthy of 
contempt, or rather exprefs their indignation 
againft- the perfon who gives it. Self-intereft, 
and the advantage a-wifcgefs may have in the 
fuccels of the profecution, are the moft decifivfe 
reafons a perfon accufed can alledge to inva- 
lidate ,the teftimony of thofe, vi'ho appear 
againft him ■f'. 

Authors 


* Non other enim csrta noftro ar.imo tngenerari potrft opinio 
fef fides, quant Ji cotijlat, turn quod pqffit tejiis ventatem faSti 
referre, turn etiam quod vera diccrc veiit, ex qtiibus duobut 
princ'pih fides tefiibus conciliator, ut plate in jud'ciis quibuf- 
eumque probare queant. Boelimer. loc. cit. §. 2. 

"t Tejiis habeas in caufd interejj; cotnmodum vel incomntodum, 

rtpellhur aiejlimonio d'esndo -- muho ir.agU it: crim : - 

r.alibus 
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Authors mention federal cafes, in which 
the intereft of the party depofing ihould oblige 
the Judges to rejeil his teftimony. If, in de- 
claring fails which make againft the accufed, 
lie has taken pains to clear himfelf of any 
lufpicion; if he has had in view to diftinguiih 
himfelf ; to acquire glory ; to avoid fhame j 
or, in fine, to fecure himfelf from any 
confiderable lols ; it is evident that no 
proof can refult from his depofition *. And, 
•indeed, according to eftabliihed princi- 
ples, no fail is to be taken for proved, 
till it plainly appears that the witnefs, who 
depofes to fuch fail, had an opportunity of 
kowning the truth ; and has a real intention to 
declare it. Now, far from there being this 
fo effential a certainty in the cafe before 
ns, the intereft of the witneffes is fuffici- 
ently evident to convince the Magiftrates, 
that they do not Ipeak for the intereft of 
truth. 


jflence 


naVbus, in qti'bus cum cerium Jit in jure probationes requiri ex- 
aStiores & lucidiores quam in civilibus, hcc ideo ratione commodi 
Jc? interejfe teftem repelli a tcftificando , & admijjum nec etiam 
facer: indicium . Farinacius, tit. 6. quseft, 6c. n. 4 & 5* 
* Amplhis, ut de commodo & interejfe tejiis agi dicatur, non 
folum quando traffiattir de illius exculpatione & exonerations 

fed etiam Ji trattatur de confequetido honorem & laudem , 

velds vitando dedscus & vituperiicm, hoc enim cafu teftis exami- 
nant* nihilprobau Farinacius, tit. 6. qu*ft. 60. m zu 
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Hence that general rule taught by all the 
Jurifconlults, that the accufer is not to be 
heard in judgment againft the accufed. It 
would be, according to the Doctors, the ab- 
furdeft. thing in the world.* . When the accufed 
eftablifhes his innocence: the accufer is liable 
to make good to the accufed the colls of the 
fuit, and all the other damages attending tlie 
calumny. He, therefore, has the moft power- 
ful motives for wifhing, that the accufed may 
be caft ; for which reafbn alone his declara- 
tions againft the accufed deferve no credit. 

5 

It is the fame thing with regard to the in- 
former, who, without becoming a civil party in 
the affair, ftirs up the public minifter to profe- 
cute an accufation. The fame reafon of in- 
capacity forbids any credit to be given to his de- 
pofition. It is evidently his intereft, that tiie 
accufed fhould be,„dpclared guilty, becaufe, if 
hefhouldbe declared innocent, theperion,who- 
ever he is, who has been the inftigatcr of the cri- 
minal profecution carried on againft him, can- 
T not 


* Propterea accujatorem contra accujatutn recipi in 

tefiem valde abjurdum reputatur injure .... pudet con - 

tra omnem aquit'atem eofdem ad Uftimonia contra mifeUos ft - 
rtndd producere quos prius habuerant delatores . Farinacius* 
ibid. n. 64. 

Ejus depojttio contra accufatum nullum prorfus faciat indi * 
dum< id,n. 65. 
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not hope to efcape the pains and penalties 
enadted againft flanderous informers. 

That the teftimony of an informer is- 
iriadmiffible on- account of his perfonal in- 
tereft in the fuccefs of the information, is- 
a point that may be eftabifhed by a cloud 
of authorities. Nay* it would be fufRcient to 
fet forth the recourfe,. which the laws have al- 
lowed the accufed, if acquitted, againft the 
informers,- becaufe it from thence alone in- 
fallibly refults, that no regard is to be paid 
t-o the teftimony of informers. It is enadted, 
in expreft terms, by an ordinance of the 
year 1304, that the names of the informers 
lhall be. entered in a particular book, and that 
they Ihafl, if convidted of calumny, be pu- 
riilhed by the judges. * It is enadted by a 
pofterior kw, that no informations fhall be 
received, till the informer has given fecurity 
for the payment of the cofts, damages, and 
interefts, which the party accufed may, if 
acquitted, have a right to expedt. f At 
prefent, indeed. Informers are dilpenfed from 

the 


* Accufatorts, vei denuntiatoris nomen in infcriptione 
ponaiur } & Jl calumniatur reperiatur y ad cognitionem Sene / - 
zalliy <vel Judicis puniatur . Ordinance of Philip Vf. 
anno 1304, 

*J* Denuntiator non admit t at ur nifi prius de damnis refun • 
fandis i don tarn cantionem dederit. This law was made ira 
1328. 
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the obligation to give this fecurity •, but it is 
certain, that the informations ought ftillto 
be taken in writing. * It is formally enacted 
by the Ordinance of 1 670, title 3. article 6 . 
Our attorneys and thofe of the Peers Jhall keep 
a regijter to receive and enter the informations , 
•which Jhall he circumjlantial and figned by the 
informer , if he can write. And it is added 
in the feventh article, that both Accufers and 
INFORMERS , where accufations and infor- 
mations Jhall appear to be ill-grounded, Jhall be 
obliged to makegood the cofis, damages , and inte- 
rejls of the accufed, and even incur greater pains 
and penalties, if the cafe fhould require it: 
which is, likewife, to be obferved in regard to 
thofe* who have made themfelves parties , even 
though they Jhould have afterwards dejijled, in 
T 2 cafe 


* The Cuftom of requiring fecurity from Informers 
was not revived by the Ordinance of 1670. .Never- 
thelefs, at the drawing up of the verbal Procefe of this 
law, the Attorney General and Monfieur Puflbrt took 
notice, that, though the precaution of requiring fecu- 
rity from the Inforrper' made no part of the ordinance, it 
.jbecame the prudence and <wifdom of the Attorney General ar.d 
'his fubftitutes to enquire into the quality of the Informers and 
the nature of their informations , and to require fecurity from 
them to make good, , in cafe of calumny , their damages and inte- 
rs J)s to the parties accufed. Verbal Procefs, on the 6th ar- 
ticle of the 3d tit. of the ordinance of 1670. p. 6 7. 
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cafe the complaints exhibited by them Jhatt be found 
to be Jlanderous. 

Thus, the laws make no difference be- 
tween the aceufer and the informer, in re- 
gard to the Subjecting them to pains and pe- 
nalties, in cafe the accufation appears to be 
flanderous. They fay, that the information 
fhall be written and figned by the informer; 
and the neeeffary confequence of this pre- 
caution is, to fecure to perfecuted innocence 
the reparation it has a right to expeCt. All 
thefe injunctions owe their rife to that great 
principle ; that the honour of the fubjeCt is, 
as well as his fortune, under the fafe-guard 
of the laws. 

Sut, if the informer is equally liable with 
the accufer to be condemned to pay cofts, 
damages, and interefts, when convicted of 
calumny in the courfe of the proceedings ; 
it muft infallably follow, that the fame mo- 
tives, for which the depofition of the ac- 
culer is to be rejected, form an infurmontable 
obftacle to the informer’s being admitted as 
a witneis. The decifion ought to be the 
fame in all cafes, in which the motives for de- 
ciding are the fame. Now, the interefts of 
the Informer and the Accufer being equal 
in regard to the confequences of the accu- 
sation. 
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fktion, what can we infer from thence,, but 
that they equally lofe the right of depofing. 

All the authorities, which fet afide the tef-. 
timony of the Accufer, tend equally to fet 
afide the teftimony of the Informer. Nothing 
more is requifite, than that it ftiould be clear, on 
the one hand, that the Accufer cannot be a 
witnefs againft the accufed ; and on the other 
hand, that the Informer, in cafe of calumny, 
is liable to very great pains and penalties •, * 
to conclude, that their teftimony is equally 
inadmifiible in the accufations, to which they 
T 3 have 


(1) Imbert, book iii. chap, i . n . 7. explains himfdf 
thus : When the Attorney General happens to be the only 
party y and bets hem inftigated by other per Jons to lay the 
accujation y the accufedftff acquitted, may have his recourse 
for cofts , damages, and. intereftsy againft the ' inftigator ; 
and for this purpqfe the Kings Council are hound , on the 
judge's acquitting the accufed, to make known to him, if he 
requires it, the names of the in fli gators. 

Mafuer, tit. de queftionibus in praxi, fays, And, 
if the informer has falfely informed and impeached, he /hall 
he liable to he called to an account for it, and be condemned to 
.pay cofts, damages, and inter efts, to the party , againft whom he 
informed. 

The Ordinance of 1750 imports, Article 7 Our 
Attorneys and High Juftices Jkall be hound to name, if there- 
to required, the informer , after the perfon accufed has been 
judicially acquitted, that he may have recourfe on him for hiq 
tofts, damages , and inter efts. 
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have given rife. To prove the perfonal intereft 
of a witnefs in the ilfue of any caufe, is to 
demonftrate his incapacity to depofe in the 
caufe in which he is fo interefted. 

The juftnefsof thisconfequence is fo evident, 
as to be acknowledged by all the beft writers on 
criminal affairs. Julius Clarus confiders the In- 
former and the Accufer in the fame light; and 
lays it down as a maxim, that the depofitions 
of both are to be equally rejected. He 
cites, in fupport of his opinion, feveral Jurif- 
confults * La Combe -f- eflablifhes the fame 
maxim. An Informer cannot be a witnefs in 
the caufe in which he is an Informer , as a ci- 
vil party cannot be a witnefs in the criminal 
fuit which he carries on. This is clearly ac- 
knowledging the exaft party between the 
Accufer and the Informer, and the perfect 
conformity of their interefts in the accu- 
fation fet on foot by them. A Jurifconfult 
already cited, who has thrown a great deal 
of light upon all thefe queftions which re- 
late to the authority of witneffes, decides, 

that 


, (*) Julius Clarus , lib. $. finals, qusft, 7, ad adit, 
times, 13, 2. Baidus in terminis, in eafite omni, col. 2. de 
tefiiius regulars umfiituit quad omnino aeeufater, quintans & 
iessutiatnr a tejlificande repellantur . 

+ Treatife af Criminal Matters, 3 ,*bap. 1 . {. 5. 
7 
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Shat the teftimony of an Informer, though 
of the higheft rank, cannot be admitted as 
,a proof j nay, he, adds, that it dcwes not form 
fo much as a prefumption. Nec facit indicium 
contra accufatum , etiamji fuerit princeps , vel 
nobilijfma perfona. - - - - Etiamji fint phres 
et unus tantummodO) tanquam magis idoneus t 
fuerit eleftus. * 

If, therefore, this confideration -alone, name- 
ly the Accufcr’s being anfwerable for cofts, 
damages, and interefts, is fufficient invincibly 
to let aftde his teftimony, how is it poftible 
that of an Informer fttould be received ? 
The only difference between an information 
And an accufation, with regard to the repa- 
rations which the accufed has a right to re- 
itjuirej .is, that, the information being fecret. 
And the aceufe^ of courfe, ftabbed by the 
Informer, as by ah invifible hand, the law 
punifhes the treachery of the Informer with 
fo much the greater feyerity. -f 

T 4 Thefe 


* Tarinaciut in fail quteftimibus criminalibus , qu®£h 
60. n. <?4- 

f This refults from the third Jaw of the Theodofian 

Code, tit. de Calumniatoribus, Innocents: Jub fpecie fatfe cri- 
ninatior.il non patimur -calhdorum imfvgnatione fubverti : qyi 
ft tentaverintf intelligent Jibimet feveritaiem begum fro com* 
tnijjii facinorihits incumber e. 
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Thefe maxims are fufceptible of a very 
ftriking application in this cafe, in which 
there are two well eftablifhed fa&s. The 
firft, that all • the Members of the Council 
of Pondichery have been admitted to giye 
evidence againft Count Lally. The fecond, 
that they had previoufly adted againft him in 
the capacity of informers, by prefenting to the 
Minifter a Memorial of their own figning, in 
which they charged him with the moft grievous 
crimes, and befeeched the Minifter to name 
a tribunal, in which they might profecute him. 
Meflieurs Moracin, de la Selle, Lenoir, Denys, 
Nicolas, Duplan, Courtin, and, in general, all 
the Members of the Council of Pondichery 
have been admitted as witnefles. Nowtheyhave 
all owned, at their confrontation with him, 
that they had figned the above Memorial, which 
contained different informations againft Count 
Lally. They, therefore, unite thefe' two 
qualities, which we have demonftrated in-- 
compatible, that of Informer and that of 
Witnels. 

- What credit can be due to witnefles., who 
have the moft fenfible intereft in the luccefs 
of the accufation ? If all the laws conlpire 
not to acknowledge any witnefles as worthy 
of credit, efpecially in criminal matters, ex- 
cept fuch as are entirely irreproachable, omni 
exceptions majores j if it is ablblutely requi- 

lite 
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fite, that they ftiould be above all fufpicion, 
to create that certainty, which alone ought 
to ferve as a bafis to judicial determinations, 
how is it poflible to confider, as proofs of an 
accufation, declarations made by the accu- 
fers themfelves ? Thofe who declare them- 
felves informers muft know, that, by the 
mere ad of informing, they expofe themfelves 
to all the pains and penalties enaded againfl: 
defamers. They muft, therefore, be ready 
to do all that in them lies to fecure to them- 
felves impunity *, and it is precifely this, con- 
fideration which deftroys their teftimony. 

But the objedion founded upon the qua- 
lity of an informer is greatly ftrengthened, 
where particular motives of hatred and re- 
venge have infpired the information as well 
as the depefition. 

' • -* -w : 

It is not to be dpubted , • but that enmity, 
when well proved, fenders a teftimony inad- 
miflible. * Now the fentiments of ha- 
tred and fury, which in this affair, animate a- 

againfifc 

T — r— : A 

- f Cum tefles debeant fffe omni exception e majores idcircb 
qualibet inimicitia ttiam Jtmit, Mos repellit d tejiijicando. 
Farinacius, de teftibus, tic. 6 . q. 53. n. 53. LaLoi 3-fF. 
de teftibus, contains an enumeration of the exceptions 
that may be taken againfl: witneffes : T tjiium fits diligent er 
examinanda eji , ideoque in perjbna eortitn exploranda erun 
imprimis conditio ctijufque.,.,, l ,.-vc/ inimicus ei Jit aduersus 
quern tejiimonium fert. 


Goiefrov 
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gainft Count Lally the informers, who have 
been heard as witneiTes againft him, are di- 
ftinguilhable by characters, which it is im- 
poffible to miftake. 

It appears by fafts, which have been re- 
cited, to what lengths they went in the 
fettlement againft Count Lally ; intrigues 
upon intrigues to make all his enterprifes 
miscarry •, a formal difobedience to his or- 
ders, or rather a formal revolt againft his 
authority : injurious and threatning letters di- 
rected to him 5 attempts on his perlon at his 
leaving Pondichery* atrocious defamations, 
all the venom of which is concentered in a libel 
compofed by a Fryar, who was the life and 
foul of that execrable Cabal. 

Such are the practices, with which Count 
Lally reproached them at his confrontation, and 
which they have themfelves confeffed in writ- 
ings without number. It has even been proved, 
that fome of the Caunfellors of Pondichery 
countenanced by their pretence the feditious 
gathering of the 1 8th of January, in which 
wveral terrible inveCtives were uttered againft 

Count 


Godefroy, on this law, thus charafterhes the a£ls of 
enmity from which may be derived matter of exception. 
Pitta fi quit tiii falam maleiixerit, infaufias voces atfverfju 
Is jactuxuriiy., .Jt inimcis tuit amititiam copulavit. 
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Count Lally, and the Intendant of the army 
loft his life. Count Lally, in his confrontation 
■with Monfieur Moracin, particularly obje&ed 
to that Counfellor his being of the number of 
the feditious, who treated him wkh fo much 
indignity. 

fie even added, that it was proved by a 
letter of this very witnefs, that the infult of- 
fered him, as well as the murder of the In- 
tendant, were premeditated a£ts. * He made 
the fame objection, founded on their being 
prefent at the fame riotous gatherings, to 
Meflieurs Denys, la Grenee, and other 
Members of the Council of Pondichery. 
In a word, he made it evidently appear (what 
refults from the facts and the pieces of which 
an account has been given) that many of thele 
Counfellors' were guilty of mal-praftices in 
the diftri<5ts where they commanded ; that 
.they mutually reproached each other with 
thefe mal-pra£tices ; f that the Company 
had exprefied their diffatisfa&ion with the 

conduct 


* This letter, which has been already mentioned, 
p. 145, Jays, that Count Lally was too narrowly watched to 
hide bis journey ; and that the Intendant was horn to leave 
bis hones in the Indies , 

+ Count Lally produced a letter, written to him, the 
30th of June, 1760, by Monfieur Moracin, in which 
this Counfellor takes a very odd method to clear hknfelf 
of a charge brought againft him, of having called one 

of 
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conduct of thefe Counfellors in the Memorials 
they put into Count Lally’s hands ; and that 
the complaints of Count Lally, relating to 
the unfaithfulnefs of their ftewardfhip, were 
the only motives, which induced them to 
blacken him in the Indies and in -Europe, 
and to become witneffes againft him in the 
criminal profecution, which they themfelves 
have fet on foot againft him. 

Add 


of his Fellow Counfellors a knave . This letter contains 
fach new ideas of moral honefty, that we think it our 
duty to exhibit them here in the very words of the 
writer. You have faid in the hearing of thefe gentlemen , that 
1 told you that Manjieur de Larche was a knave 9 and that , 
when he came to hear what 1 told you , he anfwertd the charge 
by all thofe fpeeches of which I complain . Permit me to obferve 
to you, that you confounded the expreffion which you con- 
firued with that I ufed . 1 might have told you long fince 9 

that 1 had feen Tilonjieur de Larche do the a Si ion of a 
very malhonnete ( dijhoneft or ill-bred ) man , which h can 
eafily prove , and that this alt: on, added to his natural baughti- 
nefs v made me keep a di fiance with him . 1 never faid that he, 

was a knave ; 1 might have heard it faid by others ; But 2 
never troubled myfelf enough about what related to Monfieur 
de Larche to enquire into the truth of this report , which 
fame people have contradicted. Now A MAN may BE A 
VERY MALHONNETE (DISHONEST OR ILL-BRED) MAN 
WITHOUT BEING A KNAVE. I CAN PROVE HIM POS- 
SESSED OF THE FIRST OF THESE QUALITIES 3 I NE- 
VER ATTRIBUTED TO HIM, AT ANV TIME, OR BE- 
FORE ANY PERSON WHATEVER, THE SECOND.' 

Without examining in this place all the {hades between' 
a malhonnete man and a knave, one may venture to 
affirm, that thefe two qualities are very compatibIe f 
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Add to thefe particular obj eft ions one 
general faft owned by all the Members of 
the Council of Pondichery 5 namely, their 
figning the Memorial prefented to the Mini- 
fter, in which they informed againft Count 
Lally as guilty of horrid extortions j in which 
they were not afraid to fay, that his military 
conduft argued fomething more than mere want 
of military capacity ■, in which, in a word, they 
defired that judges might be appointed to pro- 
nounce upon all thefe charges : Add that fo 
ftrange and fo Unking a circumftance of fome 
of thefe witneffes appearing with a written 
paper in their hands, fo that their informations 
were ready drawn up, * and, even committed 
to print in libels, which are themfelves ex- 
trafts from that of a Jefuit convifted of ca- 
lumny, of duplicity and rapine ; and it muft 
be allowed, that Count Lally has the ad- 
vantage 


* The law 3. §. firft, ft. de teftibus, orders the Judges 
to examine attentively, if the witnefs has made his de- 
clarations extempore , and with fimplicity, or if he 
has brought a fludied difcourfe. Et qui fimpliciter ~Jfi 
fint dicer e , utrum unum eumdemque meditatum fermonem <?/- 
tulerint, an ad ea qua inter rogaveras ex tempore verijimilia 
refponderint . 

Godefroi, on thefe words, Jimpliciter vifi fint dicere , 
obferves, that this fimple unftudied manner of exprefling 
onelelf removes all fufpicion : Sine fufpicioni: ulld not a, 
non inftrufii a preducente ; and, he adds on thefe words ; 
lt meditatum fermonemj 1 June enim corrupt i dicuntur . 
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vantage of oppofing to the Council of Pon- 
dichery all the motives, which can deter- 
mine his judges to reject their teftimony. 

As little regard is to be paid to the de- 
clarations made by the other witnefies pro- 
duced againfl Count Lally. They are offi- 
cers of the company’s troops, whom their 
rank and their fortune render immediately de- 
pendent on the Company, and who have evi- 
dently a common intereft with the accufers of 
Count Lally, and his other enemies. We do 
not propofe to collect in this place all the 
particular and peremptory exceptions, which 
make againfl; each of thefe witnefies feparately 
confidered. We referve this difcuffion for ano- 
ther opportunity. We (hall at prefent confine 
ourfelves to a recapitulation of the general in- 
ductions, which fpontaneoufly flow from 
known and well proved facts. Now, it has 
been demonftrated by a great number of 
written proofs, that many of thefe officers 
openly feconded the intrigues and finifter 
practices of the Council of Pondichery a- 
gainft Count Lally j yet thefe are the very 
men, who have been admitted to depofe 
againfl: him. Thofe officers, too, have been 
heard, who headed the revolt of the 1 8 th of 
January, 1761. One of them, Monfieur Ma- 
riol, had repaired at the head of the rebels 
to the General’s quarters at ten in the morn- 
ing; 
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iffg*, the other, Monfieur Law, affembled 
the conipirators the fame day at an entertain- 
ment, in which they mutually animated each 
other ; and lent them his houfe as a place of 
rendezvous. 

Officers, too, whom Count Lally had con- 
demned to military pains for military of- 
fences, have been admitted to give teftimony 
againft him. Thofe have been heard, whole 
mal-praflices he had repreffed j who had put 
their hands to hand-bills intended to excite the 
troops to revolt ; and others, who had been 
broken by the Council of Pondichery. Such 
are the men, whofe depofitions concur with 
thofe of the Council of Pondichery. But, 
if filch witnefles are to be liftened to; if 
informations dictated by fury, revenge, and 
hatred are to be confidered as proofs, what 
fubjeft can be faffe ? The molt irreproach- 
able probity, fervices equally long and diftin- 
guilhed, would avail nothing againft calum- 
ny. The honour, the life, the reputation 
of the moll worthy perfons would become 
the Iport of impudence and impofture. It 
is to prevent fuch fatal evils, that the law 
rejects, as unworthy of confidence, every 
teftimony evidently dictated by pafiion, and 
the perfonal intereft of the witnefs who gives 
it. Now, we flatter ourfelves with having 
made it appear, that the quality of' the In- 
formers 
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formers heard againft Count Lally furniihes 
him with the ftrongeft grounds for fetting 
afide their evidence. 

In the fecond place, we add, that the bare 
recital of the civil and military operations of 
this Commander demonftrates an abfolute ex- 
igence of the Corpus Delifti. His enemies 
accufe him of extortion, and infmuate that 
there are grounds to fufpeft him of High 
Treafon: But it is in vain they endeavour 
to blaft his character by fuch wretched ca- 
lumnies. The crimes, with which they ven- 
ture to charge him^ are irreconcileable with 
his behaviour during his refidence in the In- 
dies. Let us but follow him in his different 
expeditions ; let us but examine attentively 
his correfpondence ; let us but weigh the ex- 
preflions he makes ufe of in all his letters ; 
and we muft be blind not to difcover, both 
in his writings and in his actions, proofs e- 
qually numerous and conclufive of probity, of 
difintereftednefs, of the moft a&ive and warm 
zeal for the good of the fettlement. Count 
Lally is not reduced to produce, againft vague 
informations, nothing but contrary allegations. 
He produces writings, which leave no room 
even for the flighted: fufpicion of the preten- 
ed exjtbrtion, with which' he is charged. 


How 
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Mow is it poiTible to maintain, that Count 
Lally appropriated to himfelf the riches 
of the Indies, when it has been irrefragably 
proved by the regifters and the uniform de- 
clarations of the treafurers of the army, that 
the fums produced by his conquefts and 
other military operations were brought into 
the Company’s treafuryj and that he is, 
himfelf, their creditor for the whole of his 
appointments ; when it has been demon- 
flrated by authentic papers, that he even 
facrificed his own private fortune to pay 
the troops, and procure provifions for Pon- 
dichery ? A vague accuiation of extortion 
cannot hold out again# fo many and fuch 
ftriking proofs. If the cabal of informers 
has blinded thole, who know nothing of 
fails which have happened at fix thoufand 
leagues diftance from this Kingdom, this 
blindnefs muft furely be quite cured by 
the united teftimonies, which concur to efta- 
blifh the innocence of the accufed. The gra- 
vity of calumnies and the number of calumnia- 
tors may be fometimes fo great as to darken 
our judgement ; but, when truth appears 
again, we do . not fo readily forgive the 
impoftors the pains they have taken to 
impofe upon our good faith. The enemies 
of Count Lally have not been afraid to 
advance, in a Memorial prefented to -the 
Minifter, that he had remitted to Europe 
U immenfe 



itnmenfe fums by the hands of the Danes, 
the Dutch, and the Englith. They bound 
themfelves in a writing dated four years 
ago, to produce the proofs of this imputation. 
They have been often and often called upon 
fince to realize fuch inf..mous fufpicions; 
but they have not as yet made good their 
promife. Nothing, th.refore, now remains, 
but that they lhouid own themfelves guilty 
of calumny in the face of the whole world. 
The publig has been prefented with the 
moll: exait picture of the civil and mi- 
litary conduit of Count Lally. The truth 
of our relations is fupported by a mul- 
titude of papers, which have been laid be- 
fore the Magiftrates and the public. Now, 
if the certainty of all the fails, of which 
we have given an account, is inexpugnable, 
it cannot but follow, that the accufation of 
extortion has been proved to be llanderous. 
It' cannot be fuppofed, that a Commander, 
who has not touched even that which was 
lawfully his due ; ■ who has conftantly pre- 
ferred the general intereft of the fettle- 
ment to his own private intereft ; who 
advanced, conliderable fums of his own 
as often as the good of the fervice ap- 
peared to him to require it ; and who 
proves the irreproachablenefs of his conduit 
by all the proofs of which truths of fails 
are fufceptible? it cannot be fuppofed, we, 
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fay, that this very Commander fhould have 
permitted his integrity to be fo far warped 
by a blind love of money, as to endeavour 
to enrich himfelf by unlawful means. 

The refult, then, of the faffs and 
writings which have been exhibited is, 
that the different expeditions and opera- 
tions of Count Lally, conlidered in their 
beginning, their progrefs, and their end, 
exclude all idea of extortion. But, if there 
does not exhifi the fmalleft trace of this de- 
linquency, with which he is direflly charged, 
what muff become of thefe infamous fuf- 
picions, with which his enemies have been 
endeavouring to fully his fidelity ? Did this 
Commander betray his country, when he 
haftened the preparations for reducing to 
her obedience the Englifb fettlements; when 
he was making conqueds for her on the 
coatl of Coromandel ? Will his enemies 
attempt to fiih any pretext of accufation 
out of the laid misfortunes which he ex- 
perienced ? But, what General would take 
upon him the command of armies, if want 
of fuccels were, alone, to expofe him to a 
criminal profecution? Bolides, what efforts 
did not Count Lally make, how many coun- 
cils did he not give, to prevent thefe mif- 
fortunes, the real caufes of which are now 
well known. It lias been proved, that it 
U 2 was 
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was the total want of provifions and the 
means of procuring them, which occafioned 
the I06 of Pondichery, which had been 
reduced to the greateid diltrefs even ■ ithin a 
few days after the arrival of Count Lally. 
Letters have b:en produced, in which the 
Governor of that place tells Count Lally, that 
he has no refources to expeft but fuch as 
his military fucceiles can procure, him. 

Mufi Count Lally, then, be culpable, bc- 
caufe the want of afliftance from our fleet 
prevented his fucceeding in mixt expedi- 
tions; becaufe without veflels, without 
money, without provifions, he could not 
refill an enemy abundantly provided with 
provifions of every kind ; an army, whole 
land forces were four times more numerous 
than ours, and were, b elides, fupported by 
a fleet of fourteen fbips of the line. 

It has been proved, that Count Lally 
made ufe of all the expedients in his power 
to preferve our fettlements. That the inexe- 
cution of his orders often rendered ufelefs his 
defigns; that thofe, who lhould havelhared his 
labours and his efforts, difputed his authority, 
and trampled under foot all the laws of civil 
and military fubordination. 


It 



COUNT LALLY. 293 

It Is therefore the height of injuftice to fith 
for charges again# Count Lally in the naif- 
fortunes of a fettlement, which he never ceafed 
endeavouring to defend, till there was a phy- 
fical impofiibllity of its fubfiftlng any longer. 
Odious fafpicions of treachery and treafon are 
not to be admitted, when there are manifeft 
proofs of zeal and loyalty. Thefe reflections 
evince the truth of the two points, on which 
the general defence of Count Lally turns; 
xit. That the witneffes, who have depofed 
again# Count Lally, are unworthy of cre- 
dit in a court of juftice. 2dly. That the 
bare recital of his civil - and military opera- 
tions in the fettlement demonftrates an ab- 
folute inexiflence of the Corpus Ddifli. 
Thus, on the one hand, the informations of 
his enemies are incapable of forming any 
proof, and are fet afide by all the confiderations 
which can affeCt their credit. On the other- 
hand, the expofltion of his fervices, and 
the authentic papers produced by him, 
operate lb flrongly towards his juflification, 
as to conilitute an afiemblage of the qualities 
and virtues the moft opposite to the dclin,- 
quencies with which he is charged. 


U3 


COM- 
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COMMISSION appointing COUNT 
LALLY LIEUTENANT GENERAL 

OVER THE TROOPS, WHICH MAY BE 
SENT TO THE INDIES. 

L EWIS, by the grace of God, King of 
France and Navarre, to ah thofe, to 
whom thefe prefents fhall come, GREETING, 
Having refolved to fend troops to ihe Indies, 
to fupport the fettlements of the India Com- 
pany, and being deiirous to provide for the 
command of thefe troops, we thought wc 
could not chufe a fitter perfon for that pur- 
pofe, than our dear and well beloved the Sieur 
de Lally, one of the Lieutenant Generals of 
our armies, conquering the proofs he has 
given us of his valour, experience, capacity, 
fidelity, and affe£lion for our fervice, in the 
different military affairs in which we have 
employed him. FOR THESE REASONS, 
and other confiderations us thereunto moving, 
we have made, conftituted, appointed, and 
eftablifhed, and, by thefe prefents figned with 
our hand, make, cortftitute, appoint, and 
eftablifh, the faid Sieur de Lally pur Lieu- 
tenant General, Commander of the troops 
v hich are to be fent to the Indies ; and have, 

there- 
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therefore, given, . and do give, him full 
power and authority to order them what to 
do, and to employ them, wherever need may 
be, to the effedf of our intentions ; to caufe 
the mufters and reviews to be made of our 
troops, by the ordinary Commiflaries by us 
named for that purpofe; to caufe our laid 
troops to obferve good difcipline and order, 
civil as well as military, according to our re- 
gulations and rules of war ; fee tnofe, who 
lhall dare to difobey them, punifhed and chaf- 
tifed ; direct the payment of our faid troops, 
according to the fiates thereof fent us; as 
likewife all other ordinary and extraordinary 
dilburfements requisite to be made for their 
ufe ; to iflue the neceflary orders for that pur- 
pofe on the military cheft ; and, genei'ally, to 
do and direct every thing he may judge fit and 
neceflary , having given and giving him power 
to do and diredt every -thing, as we ourfelves 
might or could do and direft, if we were per- 
fonally prefent ; even though the cafe Ihould 
require a more fpecial. mandate than is im- 
ported by thefe prefents. We, therefore, 
1 njoin theSieur Chevalier deSoupire, Major 
General of our armies ; the Brigadiers, Co- 
lonels, Lieutenant-Colonels, Captains, Lieu- 
tenants, and Eniigns of our faid troops, or 
others employed with them ; the Commif- 
laries of war j Officers of our Royal -corps 
of artillery and fortification ; and all others, 
U 4 whom 
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whom it may concern, to acknowledge the 
faid Sieur de Lally in quality of our Lieu- 
tenant-General, Commander in Chief, and 
readily to obey him and Men to him in all 
things relative to the faid powers, as they 
would to ouvfelves in perfon ; for fuch is our 
pleafure : in witnefs whereof we have caufed 
our feal to be put to thefe Prefents, given 
at Verfailles the Nineteenth day of the month 
of November, in the year of Salvation One 
thoufand Seven hundred and Fifty -fix, and 
of ourreign the Forty-fecond. Signed, LOUIS, 
On the back is written : By orders of the 
King, Signed, M. de Voyeb. d’AegensOn, 
and fealed with the great feal of yellow wax. 


COMMISSION of KING’S COMMISSARY 
and COMMANDER IN CHIEF of 
all the FRENCH SETTLEMENTS 
in the EAST INDIES, granted to 
COUNT LALLY. 

L EWIS, by the grace of God, King 
of France and Navare, to all thofe to 
whom thefe prefents fhall come, GREETING. 
The prefent pofture of affairs in the Indies, 
having engaged the India Company to pre- 
fent us le Sieur de Lally, Syndic of the 
faid Company, to be by us appointed 
Com- 
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Commander in Chief of all its fettlements, we 
thought, that the better to enable the faidSieur 
de Laliy to fulfil all the views of the laid defii- 
nation, it was proper to inveft him with the 
title and power of our Commijfary, in that 
part of the world. FOR THESE CAUSES, 
we have commiffioned, ordered, and eftab- 
lifhed, by thefe prefents iigned with our 
hand, commiffion, order, and eftablifh, the 
faid Sieur de Laliy, one of the Syndics of the 
India Company, our Commijfary in all the 
fettlements of the faid Company in the Eaft 
Indies, and the Iflands of France, Bourbon, 
and Madagafcarj have likewife, at the no- 
mination of the faid Company, hereunto 
annexed under the counter-leal of the pre- 
fents, commiffioned, ordered, and efLbliihedj 
commiifion, order, and edabiilh him. Comman- 
der inChief of all the faid fettlements, in the faid 
qualities of our Commiflary and Commander 
in Chief, there to command as well tfie in- 
habitants, Directors, Clerks of the faid 
Company, and other fervants thereof who arc 
now or may be hereafter employed there, 
as all other perfons whatfoever charged 
with the affairs of the faid Company, of 
whatever quality and condition they may 
be, and whatever may be their employ- 
ments and functions ; likewife the Governors, 
Particular Commanders, Officers of the land 
and fea forces of the Company, who now 

are 



s 9 $ MEMOIRS OF 

are or may hereafter be there; to make 
them take the oath of fidelity, which they 
owe us ; to make the inhablants live in union 
and concord one with another; to keep the 
land and fa forces of the fa id Company in 
good order, civil as well as military', ac- 
cording to our regulations and thofe of the 
faid Company ; to maintain the commerce and 
traffic of the Factories of the India Com- 
pany ; prefide in all the Councils, as well 
fuperior as provincial, both thofe that are 
already, and thofe that may be hereafter, 
eftabliihed, without making any innova- 
tion, however, in the fettled order for 
cohering the votes; and this during the 
prefent war with England. We injoin all 
Governors, Counfellors, Particular Commanders, 
Officers, foldiers, land and Jea forces of the 
Company, Directors, Clerks, and other fer- 
vants of the faid Company of whatever title 
and denomination they may be ; and all in- 
habitants (f whatever quality and cojidition 
they may be, to acknowledge and caufe to be ac- 
knowledged the faid Sieur de La/ly, in the faid 
qualities of our Commijfary , and Commander in 
Chief of all the forts and fttlements of the 
faid Company in the Eaji Indies, and the 
J/tands of France, Bourbon, and Madagafcar ; 
and to obey him in every thing he may command 
them in the faid! qualities, without any contra- 
vention whetpoever, ON PAIN OF DISOBE- 
DIENCE, 
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D 1 ENCE. We, therefore, order our 
very dear and loyal Chevalier, keeper of the 
feals of France, the Sleur de Machault, to 
receive from the faid Sieur de Lally the oath 
ufual and required on fuch occafions, that 
the faid Sieur de Lally may enjoy the powers, 
honours, and privileges at;ributed to him by 
thefe prefents; for fuch is our pleafure; in 
witnefs whereof we have caufed our feal to be 
put to thefe prefents. GIVEN at Verfailles, 
the Thirt y-firft day of December, in the year 
of Salvation One thoufand feven hundred and 
Fifty-fix, and of our reign the forty-fecond. 
Signed LOUIS, and on the fold, by order of 
the King, Machault. 


• — — — — * 

Extrail from a Memorial, intitled , <e A par- 
ticular Account of the Counfellors and 
Under-Merchants of the Eaft India Com- 
pany’s Settlements,” put by the Directors of 
the India Company into the Hands of Count 
Lally before his departure from France, 

“ Monfieur de Leyrit was faid to be Jit for 
trade ; weak, phlegmatic, and Jilent ; fuffiered 
others to get thejlart of him ; did not know how 
to maintain the proper fubordination j fujfered 
the military officers to crow over him. 


Mon« 



MEMOIRS OF 


. 3 °° 

Monfieur Louet, Chief at Mahe, was cha- 
racterized as a favourer of innovations and a 
lover of independence. 

The note concerning Monfieur Moracin 
was by no means to his honour. He was faid to 
be lazy-, to love expence and Jhew. A TIGHT* 
HAND MUST BE KEPT OVER HIM IN 
HIS CORRESPONDENCE . 

Monfieur Defvaux, of the Council of Pon- 
dichery, was characterized as lazy, taking ad ■* 
vantage of the protection of Monfieur de Ley r it, 
and Monfieur de Leyrit’s friendship for Ma- 
dame Defvaux. 

Againft the name of Monfieur le Noir 
flood the following obfervation. Commanded 
at Tanam ; and, on the enemies appearing before 
it, abandoned it to them. * 

Meffieurs Duplan, Beauflet, and de la Selle, 
were not cited as patterns of probity anddtfin- 
tereftednefs. The articles of the memorial, 
which regarded them, are as follows. 

Duplan, Commiffary of Monfieur die Bujfiy’s 
army, and paid to extol immoderately the newt 
projects, HAS MADE A GREAT FOR- 
TUNE THERE. A VAGUE AND BOM- 
BASTIC SPEAKER. 

Beaufiet, charged with the care of the High 
Roads, ami Coco Plantations, in which employments 

he 
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he does not forget himfelf.. As to the reft, of a 
confined genius, and loves money as well as his 
wife, who governs him. 

De la Seile, Senior Monjiewr de 

Buffy charged him with the recovery of four Cer- 
cars ; does not want pwts-, but he f peaks as his 
intereft directs ; is worfe informed than he of- 
fers to appear-, or left /mere. 

' Meffieurs Miran and la Porterie were like' 
wife defcribed as men, who in the management 
of the affairs, with which they were intrufted, had 
fcarce any thing in view but their private in- 
tereft. On the fame line with their names, 
and relatively to the details, with which they 
were entrufted, flood this lhort but iignifi- 
cant note. THET DON’? FORGE T 
THEMSELVES THERE. 


Er.tr a£i from the InJlruStions given by the Com- 
pany to Count Lally, in regard to the Compa- 
ny's military fcrvants. 

Le Sieur de Lally will take care not to 
truft any expedition entirely to the troops 
of the Company. There is great reafon 
to fear, that the fpirit of infubordination and 
undifeipline, and the love of money, might 
make the Officers commit faults, which 
it is but prudent to prevent, in order to 
avoid the difagreeable neceffity of punifli- 
ing them.. Belides, the fuccefs of every en- 
terprife will be the furer for the Company’s 

troops 
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troops having nothing to do but follow the 
example, which will be given them by his 
Majefty’s troops. 

Letter from the Company to the Gentlemen of the 
Superior Council of Pcndichery , dated the 1 yth 
of Mar ch 1759, in anfwer to one written by 
it before Count Lolly’s arrival in the Indies. 

S INCE the Company has had fettlements 
of any considerable extent in the Indies, it 
has never received, gentlemen, either from 
the Governor, or from the Superior Council, 
fuch details and eclaircifiements, as might en- 
able it to form a truejadgmentof the quantity 
and quality of its incomes, and its expences. 
For p long time paft, thefe incomes have 
been repreicnted to it as fources of wealth 
fufficient not only to anfwer all its ex- 
pences in the Indies, but even fupply it 
with gratuitous cargoes. For this reafon, 
the Company having, after the laft war, 
made the greateft efforts to remit you 
confidcrablc funds, expected that thefe fame 
funds, added to the annual revenues above 
mentioned, would have had fuch a great 
and lading influence on your circum- 
flances, as to make them perfectly eafy in 
that rcfp^ifl. Ncvertheiefs, it now fees with 
concern, that not only you are very far from 

being 
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being as yet in this fo much defired fituation, 
but that your afiairs wear a much more dif- 
agreeable afpedi:, than ever they did. 

If the prefent war, and the expences oc~ 
calioned by it, were the cn.y caufes of this 
fai.ure, the Company, pernaps, would not 
have fo good a right to complain. ; but what 
mult always appear amazing to it is, that, 
fince you en o y thefe revenues, and even in 
years in which you enjoyed tranquility along 
with them, your circumfiances have not 
been a whit the better. All your letters 
have been conftantly filled, as they are at 
prefent, with complaints of the fcarcity of 
funds, and the neceflity you are under of 
contracting onerous debts ; without which, 
you fay, the Council ould never, perhaps, 
have been able to fend us the few cargoes 
we have received for fome years path 
Nor is this all. It looks as if, in laying 
open your wants, you did not think your- 
feives at the«fame time bound to fupply the 
Company with any accounts of your fiew- 
ardlhip 5 particularly the ufe you make ot 
its revenues. In fact, we have never been 
able to gather from your letters any fatif- 
factory detail; wc fee no refolutions of the 
CGuncii for letting the Company’s lands; 
we know no farmers but fuch as von con- 
descend to let us know ; we are to 

that authority by which you change them; 
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we cannot difcover, either any examination 
of accounts at the expiration of the leafes ; or 
any verbal proceffes to prove the deficiencesj 
or any refolutions of the Council to order 
works. It is only by the public voice we 
can learn any thing of your underta- 
kings. In fine, we are left in the dark, 
even with regard to the expence requifite 
for the keeping and preferring of thefe 
very pofieffions. 

At length, this affected filence of yours 
determined the Company to fend Monfieur 
Clouet to the Indies, in order to procure by his 
means the informations we wanted ; and, at 
the fame time, charge him with the general 
receipt' of thefe revenues, and dire<51 him 
to pay with thefe very revenues the ex- 
pences of the war. Judge, therefore, gen- 
tlemen, how great mult have been the afto- 
niflunent of the Company, on hearing that 
Monfieur Clouet faw himfelf obliged to 
fpend fome months at Pondichery, without 
being fo much as able to fet about the bufinefs 
upon which we fent him. 

Though the demand he made of two Coun- 
fellors to form an office had not the fandlion 
of the Company, you lhould, notwithfiand- 
ing, in order to make the Company forget 
your criminal filence, have exerted your- 
j felvesj, 
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felves, one and all, to procure Monfieur 
Clouet all the affiftance he might want. Far 
from this, you affected not to know the con- 
tents of his infirudfions ; you began by put- 
ting a great deal of time between his memo- 
rials and your anfwers; you put him off till 
the expiration of the leafes* you endeavoured 
to terrify him with the multitude of the ob- 
jects which required his attention ; you told 
him, that, for the future, it would be his bufi- 
nefs to find money, coulifes, provifions, men, 
&c. In fine, there have been members of the 
Council fo little circumfpedt, as to advife 
things diametrically oppofite to the intentions 
of the Company. You do not fo much as 
vouchfafe to fend the Company either the 
memorials of Monfieur Clouet, or the Coun- 
cil’s anfwers to them. 

If you wifh, gentlemen, that the Company 
fhould not conceive thofe fufpicions, which 
fuch a conduct might naturally create, you' 
mull be more circumfpedtfor the future, and 
more attentive to the execution, of its orders. 
It directs Monfieur Clouet to return to Pondi- 
chery, and conform to the new orders it now 
fends him. Thefe orders tend only to clear 
upfome articles in his firfi: inftructions, which 
are ftill the fame. We fend you a copy of 
our letter to Monfieur Clouet. We fend ano- 
ther to Monfieur de Lally, requefting him, at 
X the 



306 MEMOIRS Ot 

the lame time, to give, himfelf, fuch orders, 
as may prevent the execution of thofe given 
by the Company fuffering any difficulty or 
delay. The Company has reafon to believe 
and hope, that it will not be obliged to ufe 
any other methods to inforce obedience. 

We are, very perfectly, Gentlemen, your 
ffloft humble and obedient fervants, the Syn- 
dics and Directors of the India Company. 
Signed, COLABAU, CASAUBON, GIL- 
LY, GODEHEU, SAINT ARD, MICHEL* 
CLAESSEN, ROTHE, and COTTIN. P. C, 
Signed, S AINTE-CATHERIN E, 


Letter from the Company to Count Lally, dated 
the 2 cth of .March, 1759; 

SIR, 

Y O U may fee, by the foregoing dif- 
patch.es of the Company, with what im- 
patience we wilhed for the news of your arri- 
val on the coaft of Coromandel. The public 
and' the Proprietors had joined us ill our wifhes 
and prayers, when Monfieur le Comte de 
Montmorency, who arrived at Port L’Orient 
the 28 th of laft month, brought the Company 
all the packets, of which he had been fo kind 
as to take charge j and which have informed us 
of 
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bf the celerity and faces fs of your firfi operations ; 
the Jiege of Cudaloor begun the very day of your 
arrival -, that of Fort St. David undertaken im- 
mediately after ; the taking of this fort-, the 
mojt c'onfiderable and left fortified of all the forts 
built by the Europeans on the coaft of Coromandel ; 
and the taking of Devi-cottah immediately after ; 
are events, WHICH WILL RENDER FOR 
EVER MEMORABLE YOUR ARRIFAL 
At PONDICHERY. ........ 


We cannot affift you, Sir, but with our 
wiflies, and tellyouwhat we fhall be glad to hear 
you have done. The Miniftry and the Coin-* 
pany are fenfible, that your projects and 
your enter, prifes depend upon circumftances, 
and fuch an a&ual knowledge of the places 
where you are, as your fituation affords 
you an opportunity of acquiring* 

-However important your military opera- 
tions may be 5 the State and the Company, 
Sir, expeft from your zeal and activity, 
that, when thefe operations fhall be fuf- 
pended or ftopt, or happen to be fuch, as 
you may caufe to be executed without 
being yourfelf perfonally prefent, you will 
be 'kind enough to befiow fome thoughts on the 
X 2 admi- 
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ddmim/lration of the Company's affairs, and the 
origin of the ABUSES WITHOUT NUMBER, 
which we can perceive in them. AN ABSO- 
LUTE DESPOTISM feems to he the firjt 
thing that requires correction ; and we befeech 
you. Sir, to employ all the authority, with which 
you are invejied, to put an entire Jiqp to 
this abufe, and even cut the roots of it. We 
think. Sir, that it belongs to the Company 
to judge, what departments in the admini- 
stration of its affairs ought to be exclusively 
reserved to the Governor and Commander in 
Chief ; and that all thofe affairs, concerning 
which it thinks proper to write to the fuperior 
Council, ought to be treated of in the Coun- 
cil, and there difcufied by all the mem- 
bers which compofe it. To. this effect, the 
Company means, that all its letters to the 
Council Should be opened in full Council; 
read there in an audible manner; registered 

there article by article; and that all the 
* 

members Should be informed of the orders 
they contain, and of the duties they impofc 
on them. This is a neceffary preliminary, 
which we earnestly beg of you, Sir, to fee exe- 
cuted during your Stay at Pondiclicry. Every 
thing confpircs to make the Company place its 
whole dependance upon you for the form to 
be therein obferved. But it mcjt earnejliy begs 
of you to effablifk one, from which it may not be 
in the power of the members to deviate ; the pur- 
port 
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port of which every member may know ; the exe- 
cation of which he may infift upon-, and which 
may render himfelf culpable, if he does net in- 
fift upon the execution of it. 

This firft form, when once well eftablifhed 
and faithfully executed, will fecure to the 
Company two things of equal importance to 
it ; one, that its lands and revenues will be 
adminiftered, or let out upon leafe, with 
ceconomy; that no motives of complaifance 
or private favour will caufe this or that 
fieward or farmer to be preferred to another, 
who might have it in his power to make 
the lands or revenues produce more, and, 
belides, offered to give better fecurity for 
the perception and bringing in of fuch pro- 
duce. Tgu cannot but fee, as we do. Sir, 
that this fecurity is not to be obtained only by the 
Council’s excluding itfelf from all intereft,' di- 
reSily or indireblly . in the collediing of the reve- 
nues ; and that the Company cannot, on any pre- 
text whatfoever, fuffer thofe, who, in virtue of 
their office, are obliged to look to' its inter efts, to 
be diverted therefrom by any perfonal intereji, 
which can n.ver be compatible with that of the 
public. What is here faid cf the members of the 
Council, is to beunderjlood of theUnder-merchants , 
and other perfons in the Company's fervice. Both 
the one and the other ought to Jland excluded, 
by fuch their office, from the charge of any kind 
X 3 of 
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of Farm what f never. They ought not to be 
fo much as permitted to become iecurity for 
the Farmers; and, in cafe it fhould come 
to be difeovered, that there was any thing 
hi difpute between any of them and a Far- 
mer, and they had made in the leafes any 
private ftipulation, verbal or written, not 
only fuch ftipulation ihall be null and void, 
hut the perfon employed by the Compary, who 
has taken fuch liberty, fhall be excluded from 
the fervice of the Company, and profecuted at 
the fiat of the Attorney General, as guilty oj 
tranfgrejjing the Company's orders. 

The other fecurity, which we expedt from 
the publicity of the Company’s orders, is, 
that the Company’s money will be expen-! 
ded with more order and (economy than it has 
hitherto been. In this place. Sir, we fhall 
not enter into any detail with you relating 
to this matter. But the Company earneftly 
requefts you to perufe all the letters it has 
already written, and fliall hereafter write, to the 
Council, each of which treats of fome par- 
ticular article, which it has equally at heart 
to infpecl narrowly into and clear up. 

Ton will fee. Sir, by . thefe letters , that the 
Company has been hitherto kept in the dark 
in regard to the refult of the examination of 
the account of the Fanner Rangapapouley ; 
that it has riot as yet been made acquainted 
with 
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with the fuceefs of the three Contmtffaries of the 
Council deputed to examine the Farmers accounts, 
who fhoijld, every one of them, have brought 
back journals of ail the fteps they took, in order 
to procure for the Council the informations, 
which they had been deputed to obtain ; that, 
before youf .arrival, confiderable expences had 
been made to enclofe Karical ; to cmiJiruSl, in 
the neighbourhood of the limits of Pondichery, cert 
tain kinds of fortification, which you yourjelf. Sir, 
and all the military gentlemen, have extremely 
dif approved ; that money had been likewife laid 
out in fortifications at Chiiimbrum, which ap- 
peared to be entirely ufelefs, when examined 
by good judges. 

Ail thefe and many other lejs confiderable ex- 
pences, which it would be too long to particularize, 
were made at a time, that the want of 
money was mojt feverely felt ; they were made 
without the propriety of them being properly 
dif cuffed-, without the neceffity of them being 
demonflrated ; without the means to pay them 
being provided. Jf the Council had been made 
acquainted with the orders of the Company , 
and the Company’s difpatches had been read 
in the Council, it would, no doubt , have ob~ 
ferved, THAT THE FILLING OF 
THE MAGAZINES WITH PROVI- 
SIONS AND MILITJRT STORES WAS 
FAR MORE NECESSART and that the funds 
X 4 cxhaufied 
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exhaufted by thefe expences, if employed in the 
purchafe of military ft ores, would have enabled 
you, on your arrival, to execute, with greater 
celerity conveniency and fecurity, the operations 
you had to perform, in order to dijiroy the feltle- 
tnents of the enemies of the Jl ate and the Compary. 

. . But, Sir, be upon 

your guard againft the rapacioufnefs of the 
men under your orders ; and bellow your 
confidence only on fuch, as are entitled' to 
it by their good conduit and good name. 
Keep at a didance all thofe, who have 
rendered themfelves liable to fufpicion; caufe 
to be narrowly watched thofe, who have 
not is yet been tried ; and prepare for us, 
VJe befeech you, fuch notes and mjlruiiive me- 
ms rials, as may enable us to fet a juft value on 
all thofe attached to the tympany's fervice. Our 
opinions of them vary greatly ; AND THE 
COMPANY DESIRES TO BE THOROUGH. 
LY AND PARTICULARLY INFORMED 
OF THE MERIT OF ALL TPIOSE EM- 
PLOYED IN ITS SERVICE. Thefe are the in- 
formation's, Sir, which the Company experts from 
you-, and which conjiiiuie one of the c\kf advan- 
tages it hopes from your voyage to the Indies. 

■ Hitherto we have confined ourielves to the 
advantage, that would accrue from your fird 
fucceffes, of which Monfieur le Comte de 
Montmorency has given us the detail j but 
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we hope you will procure ftill greater ad- 
vantages to the Company. We fay nothing 
to you of your expedition to Tanjore, the cir- 
cum. fiances of which we have received no di- 
rect account of ; but we flatter ourfelves, by 
what Monfieur de Leyrit writes to the Com- 
pany, in his letter of the ift of Auguft 
1758, concerning your way of thinking, 
that, viithout giving yourfelf any trouble to dif- 
cufs the hiterefls of the Moorifh Lords , or 
who is to have the Nabcbfliips, you will not lofe 
fght of the objedi of your military expedition. 


It is, Sir, this uninterrupted fuccefs, which 
alone can procure you the means of fuccccd- 
ing in your future enterprifes ; fupply you 
with the neceflary refources ; and enable you 
to fupport indifpenfable expences. Youmuft 
be fenfible, how much ceconomy is wanting 5 
notwithftanding which, we meet every where 

PROOFS OF THE MOST BOUNDLESS 
PRODIGALITY, AND THE GREATEST 
DISORDER. We fee the rents of our lands- 
devoured for the mojl part by deficiencies we 
fee immenfe expences to attain trifling ends, and 
an exceflive confumption of ejfefts offuch a nature , 
as not to be replaced. INCONSIDERATE DE- 
MANDS ARE MADE UPON US, for want 
of reflecting on the impoflibility the Company 
is under of providing for them. For, infaSt, 
Sir, 
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where could we find fleets to carry, from the ports 
ef France to Fqndichery, all the provifions, mi- 
litary flares, naval flores, tools, and effedls of 
every other kind, which they write to ns for ? 
Where could we find funds to purchafe them ? 
Tet, as though all thefe things were nothing, we 
are told, that they would be no better than thrown 
away, UNLESS WE SEND WITH THEM 
TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND MARKS 
OF SILVER, AMOUNTING TO ABOVE 
TEN MILLIONS OF LWRES. You know 
what efforts the Company made,at your de-> 
parture ; you know, that, without the effec- 
tual abidance of the government, it would 
have been impoffible for the Company to 
make them ; you know, that," at the moment 
of your fetting out, the Company even found 
itfelf utterly unable to fupply every thing, 
with which it had refolved to provide you ; 
and that the government was obliged, by 
the then circumftances of its affairs, to. 
fend elfewhere two men of war, which were 
to fail with you to the Indies j and two batta-» 
lions of his Majefly’s troops, with which 
your detachment was to have been reinforced. 

• • • * * « i 

% * % n 

We have the honour of being with a ref- 
pe&ful attachment, &c. 


Extra!? 
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Extra£i from a Letter written by Count Lally 
to Monfieur de Leyrit. dated Karical the iZtk 
of June 1758. 

As to the letters 1 receive irom JLVteineurs 
,de Bully and Law, I can hardly help mis- 
taking them for the productions of the mad- 
houfes in Paris. If they promife to join us, 
well and good. Otherwife, were I in your 
place, I would not give myfelf the trouble 
to anfwer them. I fhould be glad to know in 
what confifls the advantage our Company can 
expect from their war or their peace ; their 
treaties or their alliances. In good earned:, 
you muft have a great frock of patience and 
good nature, to read their letters. For, 
how is it poffihle to liften, without indigna- 
tion, to a man at the head of 1 50 fcare-crows, 
who tells you ferioufly, that he .is in doubt, 
whether he lhall fall upon the Capital of the 
Mogul Empire, ordefcend with- all the forces 
God has put into his hands and make an 
irruption into Bengal. My opinion is, that, 
when thefe gentlemen arrive, you imme- 
diately order them to be let blood and put 
under a courfe of phylic, if there are frill any 
hopes left of their coming to themfelves 
again. 


RE, 
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. Report viads by Monfieur de Folenay, concerning 
the Mutiny of the Army at Vandiwajh. 

I TH E underwritten, CaptainCommandant 
of the fecond and third battalions of the 
regiment of Lorrain, at the time the mutiny- 
happened atVandiwalh, on the iyth of Octo- 
ber 1759, certify, that being at Monfieur 
Alen’s, Major of the regiment ofLally, and 
at that time Commander of the Army, about 
four in the afternoon, I was informed by an 
acquaintance of mine, that a revolt had al- 
ready broke out in my quarters. I found all 
the common foldiers, grenadiers, corporals, 
and under-corporals of the whole regiment, 
in the ftreets, and going to draw up on the 
fpot, where we ufed to affemble $ I law 
them with their arms and baggage. I threw 
myl'elf into the midft of them, alking what 
made them affemble without orders in this 
manner ? But I could hear nothing but an uni- 
vcrfal bawling, the purport of which it is 
impoffible for me to particularize. I called 
on the officers of the regiment to affift me to 
quell this tumult, and bring .about peace. 
They readily feconded me ; and, as the muti- 
neers began to move, we put ourfelves in 
their way to flop them. I foon found all my 

endeavours 
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endeavours fignified nothing ; and I own, that 
the paffion I was in, made me forgot all they 
faid and all they did. I can, indeed, very well 
remember, that, finding it impollible to flop 
them by the word of command, or even by 
theKing’s name, I put myfelf at their head,and 
toldthem,that,if they were going to the enemy, 
they fhould not go without taking me along 
with them. Their officers did the fame, and 
we marched together for above half a league. 
At length they ftopt, and drew up in order 
of battle. I then aiked what they had to com- 
plain of. They alledged, that they could not 
obtain any juftice ; that they were quarrelled 
■with about trifles ; that they were not allowed 
to go to the Bazars in drawers, and were 
thereby obliged to be always in guetres ; that 
they were not paid; that they were, not- 
withftanding, feverely punifhed, and even 
threatened with the picket, when they did 
not appear orderly on duty; whereas, far 
from being able to purchafe guetres, they had 
not wherewith to procure themfelves draw- 
ers ; that they had too long fuffered them- 
felves to be impofed upon ; that their officers 
thought only how they could amufethem; that 
the General had laid his hands upon every thing; 
that he had bought a fliip, and put three mil- 
lions on board it ; that he was on the point 
of embarking, and taking every thing along 
with him ; that they were covered with 

wounds j 
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wounds j that they were intitled to fome Indul- 
gence, efpecially now that they faw the Field 
Officers recalled, particularly the Chevalier 
de Soupire, who had promifed them at Port 
L’Orient, that he would not return to Eu- 
rope without them. 

That they were abandoned on the coaft $ 
that, feeing themfelves banifhed in fuch a 
diftant place, they had no longer any mea- 
fures to keep j that they no longer confidered 
themfelves as Frenchmen. 

That, in a word, they were not going to 
the enemy ; and that in a fliort time we 
Ihould fee them halt, and know what they 
really intended* 

However, in fpite of all their bawling, I 
could perceive a change in them j they came 
to terms with me ; they defired I fhould 
give them a promife under my hand to fay 
nothing of what had happened, and infilled 
on all the other officers doing the fame. I 
thought proper to comply in order to bring 
them back to their duty. This done, they 
faced about and followed me, alluring me that 
they loved me, as well as all their own Of- 
ficers 5 that they would fell their lives for 
Us, but that the wretched condition they 
were left in after an action, in which they 

had 
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had laved the Indies by their bravery, had 
made them take that defperate ftep 5 that 
they had no feafon to complain of any body 
but their general; that they had, however, 
deferved a far different treatment. 

When we had almoft got back to our 
quarters, they heard the drums beat a march. 
Upon this, they ftopt fhort in fpite of all 
we could fay to them ; they began to fhout, 
and their fhouts were anfwered. The troops 
of the Company and the regiment of Lally 
appeared in full march to them, calling them 
cowards if they retraced. Upon this, the 
tumult began again ; and I could no longer 
make any impreflion upon them. The whole 
army went to pafs the night half a league 
from its quarters. This is what I atteft, in 
witnefe whereof I fign. Signed, Folenay, Cap- 
tain of the regiment of Lorrain. 

We fpent the night with them, exhorting 
them and begging of them to return to their 
duty. They were by this time all gathered 
together. The 1 8 th at day break they beat 
the General, before they put themfelves in 
motion. Monfieur Alen, myfelf, and feveral 
other Officers who followed him, fpoke to 
them again. They immediately returned to 
their bawling, ftill repeating, without con- 
fenting to liften to what we faid to them, 

that 
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that they were not going to the enemy. They 
had, in the night, feized on all the artillery and 
ammunition. At eight in the morning, they 
began their march, when we thought proper 
to retire to Vandiwafh, as we found our pre- 
fence ferved only to exafperate them. We fent 
Meflettger after Meffenger to them. We ftrove 
to engage the few foldiers who lagged behind 
to join them, hoping, that, as they appeared 
better difpofed than thofe of the main body, 
the mere of them joined the main body, the 
fooner we fhould be able to bring it to rea- 
fon. 

Things went on thus till the 19th. At 
night, Monfieur de Fumel, heretofore a Ma- 
jor General, arrived with money. 

We accompanied him to the Aldee of Co- 
lour, whither the mutineers had withdrawn. 
Monlieur do Fumel called for the chiefs of 
cacnbody , who thereupon affembled beforeus; 
when we propofed to them, that they fhould 
take four months pay; reprefented,that we had 
beenhardputtoobtainevenfo much; that there 
was a necehity for their yeildingto circumftan- 
ccs. The Chiefs appeared to coufent ; they an- 
fwered that they would go and inform their 
rcfpeiiive corps of the offers that had been 
made them. They were hereupon delired to 
affemble the heads of the Companies, that 

thefe 
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thefe offers might be repeated to them. 
-A ring being formed, they were, accordingly, 
repeated ; and the heads of the relpe£tive 
companies, which compofed it> feemed wil- 
ling to comply; but thofe, who flood near 
them, cried out immediately, that no com- 
petition would do; that nothing lefs than 
their whole pay would fatisfy them. Upon 
this the ring broke up, and we went to our 
different corps, who allured us, as before, 
of their averlion to go over to the Englifh ; 
that they would fight like lions ; that, were 
the Englifh to appear, they would call upon 
us to head them again. 

They returned, however, to their old com- 
plaints, on our reprefenting to them that 
every thing poffible had been done. They 
told us that there was money in Pondichery j 
and that a great deal was ftill wanting to make 
up their pay. They enumerated to us the 
funis lately received by the General ; that he 
had received Bo, 000 pagodas froin the inha- 
bitants of Pondichery ; 100,000 rupees from 
the Daubachis; eight laks from the fqua- 
dron ; that he had, befides, in his fhip, 
wherewith to pay twenty one. That it was 
the fafhion of the country for Generals, when 
they left it, -to carry off all they could along 
with them. That Monfieur Dupleix had car- 
ried off feveral months pay belonging to the 
Y troops. 
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troops j that Monfieur Godcheu had done 
the fame 5 as would Monfieur de Lally, if 
they had not ifirred in time. It now appear- 
ed to no purpofe to preach to them any 
longer. Monfieur de Fumel bid us with- 
draw. 


Second and third day, I certify the truth of 
this report. Signed FOLENAY. 


Declaration of Count Lally to the Gentlemen of 
the fuperior Council of Pondichery. 

31ft of Auguftj 1760. 

W E are come at laft. Gentlemen,, to the 
eve of the catoftrophe, which I have 
foretold to you. Your hatred againft me 
has got the better of your defire to fave Pon- 
dicheryj Since the imprifonment of Mon- 
fieur de Bufly, Monfieur Moracin has put 
himfelf at the head of a cabal formed by three 
or four of your members, who have eredted 
themfelves into cenfors of all my negotia- 
tions and military operations. 

From the day of your firfl difobedicncc 
to the King’s orders; a memorable day, 

in 
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in which the enemy appeared both by fea 
and land to attack us* 

Twelve days ago, you applied to me foe 
a national Council, merely with a view to 
break the meafures I had taken for the im- 
mediate railing of the fum of 300,000 ru- 
pees on merchants, who were your friends and 
partners, in order to load with it wretches, 
who, I well knew, would never be able to 
raife, in time, the tax that ihould be im- 
pcfed upon them. This fum was the only 
refource left for officers, who, for want of 
mere fubliftence, are no longer able to keep 
with their refpeciive corps. Thefe mer- 
chants are the men, who, for two years 
paft, have been abforbing all the ready 
money of this fettlement. You, at length, 
forced me to confent to the holding of this 
Council, the refult of whofe deliberations 
was known the next day by the enemy. 

You have been ever lince conftantly impor- 
tuning me to fend out detachments, to bring 
provifions into Pondichery ; you decided, that 
I had more troops than were requilite for 
the defence of the place. I-n confequence 
hereof, I, ten days ago, fent out 200 men. 
I was for fending out the like number the 
day before yefterday ; but you oppofed it, 
on pretence that it would be ftripping the 
Y 2 place 
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place of fome of the troops neceflary for 
its defence. 

• You have forgot yourfeives fo far as to 
prefcribe to me operations, with which the 
King and the Company have charged me, and 
me only and which they have even for- 
bid me to communicate to you. You have 
already twice laid me under a neceffity of 
laying before you the powers of the Court, 
which injoin you, on pain of difobedience, 
to obey me. 

It is high time I lbould take a final re- 
folution. That of feverity is, I well know, 
what you , would willingly drive me to. It 
would haften, by a month, the lofs of the 
place, in confequence of the refufal I 
fhould then experience of the few means 
flill left to keep it off. Behold, therefore, 
what I have at laft refolved upon. It is to 
lay down the authority, with which the 
King and the Company have entrufted me, 
and to charge you alone with the event. 
I fhall for the future look upon myfelf as a 
private perfon in every refpedt ; and, as fuch, 
lhall be equally ready with the meaneft in- 
habitant to expofe my perfon, in cafe the 
Engliib fhould attack our walls. And I 
order you, in the King’s name, to enter 
this my declaration in your regifters, and 

to 
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,to let me have a copy thereof compared 
with the original j which done, I leave you- 
at liberty to do and aft, as you yourielves 
fhall think proper. Signed, LALbY, and 
underneath is written , By the King’s Com- 
miffary. Signed , Rochette. 

N. B. The reafons affigned by Count Lally 
for taking this ftep were, that the members 
of the Council, and the other fervants of the 
Company, had openly fhook off the yoke of 
his authority j that their paft behaviour fuffi- 
ciently indicated a fixed refoliition to thwart, 
privately or publickly, all his future mea- 
fures for the fafety of the place ; and that the 
orders given by him with that view, infiead of 
being obeyed, ferved only to increafe the fury 
of his enemies. After all, he never aftually 
quitted the command, the Officers of the 
army having declared, that in that cafe they 
would, likewife, throw up their coramiffions. 
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ACCOUNTS OF THE TAKING OF PONDI-* 
CHERY given ey the ENGLISH 
COMMANDERS. 

Colonel Coote’s Account ; in a Letter to one of 
His Britannic Maiefty’s Secretaries of State , 
Dated Head Quarters at Oujgaret , February 
3 , I7 6i « 

SIR, 

O N the 23d of October, Admiral Stevens 
failed from Trincamaley to refit the 
fquadron, leaving five fail of the line, under 
the command of Captain Haldane, to continue 
the blockade of Pondichery by fea, which 
place began to be greatly diftrefied for want 
of provifions. On the 9th of November, I or- 
dered a ricochet battery for four pieces of can? 
non to be erefted to the northward, at about 
1400 yards from the town, more with a de-> 
fign to harrafs the enemy, than any damage 
we could think of doing to the works at fo 
great a diftance. On the 1 oth, we began to 
land our ftores, and to prepare every' thing for 
the carrying on the liege with vigour. The 
rains being over by the 26th, I imagined the 
diftreifes of the enemy might be much aug* 
mented, and garrifon duty rendered very fa- 
tiguing, if fome batteries were eredfed on dif- 
ferent quarters of tfie town : I therefore gave 

dire&iops 
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directions to the engineers to pitch on proper 
places, at fuch diftances, and in fuch fitua- 
tions, that the Ihot from them might' enfilade 
the works of the garrifon, and our men and 
guns not expofed to any certain fire of the 
enemy. Accordingly, the following batteries 
were traced out, one (called the Prince of 
Wales’s) for four guns, near the beach on the 
north fide, to enfilade the great ftreet, which 
runs north and fouth through the white town : 
one for four guns and two mortars, to the 
north weft quarter, at 1000 yards diftance, to 
enfilade the north face of a large counterguard, 
before the north weft baftion, called the Duke 
of Cumberland’s ; a third called Prince Ed-* 
ward’s, for two guns, to the fouthward, at 
1200 yards diftance, to enfilade the ftreets 
from fouth to north, fo as to crofs the fire 
from the northern battery 5 and a fourth to 
the fouth-weft, called Prince William’s, for 
two guns and one mortar, at jxoo yards 
diftance, in order to deftroy the guns in St. 
Thomas’s redoubt, and to ruin the vefiels and 
boats near it. On the 8 th, at midnight, they 
were all opened together, and continued firing 
till day-light. On the 9th, the enemy kept 
up a warm fire on our batteries, without doing 
much damage to them. This day one gun- 
ner and a fubedar of feapoys were killed. On 
the 25th Admiral Stevens, with four fhips 
of the line, arrived off Pondichery, having 
Y 4 parted 
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parted company with Admiral Comifh and 
his divifion, on the 16th inftant, in blowing 
weather. On the 29th, a battery, called thq 
Hanover, was begun, for ten gups and three 
mortars, to the northward, at 450 yards dis- 
tance from the town, againft the north-weft- 
counterguard and curtain. 

On the ift of January, we had a very vio? 
lent ftorm of wind and rain : it began at 
eight o’clock in the evening, and lalled till 
between three and four the next morning, 
I gave directions for the repairing our bat-, 
teries, which the florin had almoft ruined, 
and the putting every thing into die beft order 
our prefent fituation would admit, On the 
4th we had the agreeable fight of Admiral 
Stevens in the Norfolk, who h a d the good 
fortune to weather out the ftorm, without fuf- 
fering the leaft damage. Qn the 5th I at- 
tacked a poft of very great confequence tq 
the enemy, in which were four twenty-eight 
pounders, called St. Thomas’s redoubt, and 
carried it without any lots, At day-light oq. 
the 6th, 300 of the enemy’s grenadiers retook 
it, owing to the Officer, cdmmanding the re- 
doubt, not being able to. keep his Seapoys to- 
gether, This day Admiral Comifh in the 
Lenox, with the York and Weymouth, ar- 
rived ; and, as 1110ft of the fliips, which had 
been difabled, were now refitted, the bloc? 

Jcade 
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kade of Pondichery was as corapleat as ever. 
On the 1 2th the Hanover battery, being re- 
paired, kept up a very briik fire, and greatly 
damaged the counterguard and baftion, and 
made a breach i# the curtain. On the 13 th, 
in the evening, I ordered a working-party of 
700 Europeans and 400 Lafcars, with the 
pioneers company, under the command of a 
Major, to the northward, where the engineers 
had traced out a battery for eleven guns and 
three mortars. At eight o’clock they began 
a trench for introducing gabions of four fee t 
high, which were to form the interior facing 
of the battery. At the fame time a parallel 
was begun, 90 yards in the rear, of 250 yards 
long, and an approach of 400 yards in 
length. Notwithftanding the moon fhone 
very bright, and the battery within 500 yards 
of the walls, every thing went on without the 
lead difturbance from' ‘the enemy. By morn- 
ing fix embrazures were in a condition to re- 
ceive guns, and the reft far advanced. This 
was called the royal battery. On the 14th 
the Hanover battery kept up a conftant fire 
the whole day, which entirely ruined the we# 
face and flank of the north-weft baftion. On 
the 1 5th the royal battery was opened, which, 
by eight o’clock in the morning, filenced the 
fire of the enemy, and gave us an opportunity 
of beginning a trench, to contain our royal 
mortars and three guns, for the more fpeedy 

demo- 
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demolition of the demi-baffion and ravelin of 
Madras-gate. This evening Colonel Dure, 
of the royal artillery, the Chief of the Jefuits, 
and two Civilians, were fent out by Monixeur 
Lally, with propofals for the delivering up the 
garrifon, a copy of which I have the honr-ur 
to inclofe you, and my anfwer thereto. Alio 
a copy of the feveval articles delivered me by 
the Chief of the Jefuits, on behalf of the 
French Eaft India company, to wt.ich I made 
no reply. On the 16th, at eight o’clock in 
the morning, the grenadiers of my regiment 
took poffeffion of the Villenourvgate ; and, in 
the evening, thofe of Draper’s of the citadel. 
The CommilTaries were immediately ordered 
to take an account of all the military ftores 
found in the garrifon, and returns to be given 
in, of the number of Officers, non-com- 
miffioned and private, of the different corps, 
at the time the place furrendered, as well as 
the number of inhabitants ; all of which I have 
now the honour to tranfmit to you, as well as 
a plan of the garrifon, with the works carried, 
and intended to be carried on, again# it. 

It is with the greateft pleafure I acquaint 
you, that during the whole time of the bloc-, 
kade, a perfect harmony fubfifted between the 
navy and army, and all poffible affiftance 
given me by Admiral Stevens. I fhould like-, 
wife do great injuft ice to Captain Haldane, if 

I omitted 
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I omitted to mention his attention and affiduity 
for the public fervice, during his having the 
.command of the fhips left on the coaft by Mr. 
Stevens, and of his doing every thing that 
could be wifhed or expe&ed from a good and 
gallant Officer. 

J have the honour to be, &e. 

Signed, EYRE COOTE. 


! Xranjlation of Mr. Lally’s Propofols for the De- 
livery of the Garrifon. Directed to Colonel 
Ccote, Commander in Chief of his Britannic 
Majejly’s Forces before Pondichery » 

T H E taking of Chandernagore, contrary 
to the faith of treaties, and of that neu- 
trality which has' always fubfifted between 
all European nations, and namely between 
the t wo nations in this part of India $ and 
that immediately after a fignal fervice which 
the French nation had rendered the Englifh, 
not only in taking no part againft them with 
the Nabob of Bengal, but in receiving them 
in their fettlements, to give them time to 
recover from their firft Ioffes (as appears by 
the letters of thanks from Mr. Pigot him- 
felf, and from the Council of Madras to 
that of Pondichery) added to the formal re- 
/ufal of fulfilling the conditions of a cartel, 

agreed 



332 MEMOIRS OF 

agreed upon between our refpe&ive mailers, 
though it was at firll accepted by Mr. Pi- 
got, and the commiffaries were named on 
both fides to go to Sadraft to fettle amicably 
the difficulties which might occur in its 
execution, put it out of my power with 
refpedt to my court to make or propofe to 
Mr. Coote any capitulation for the town 
of Pondichery. 

The King’s troops, and thofe of the Com- 
pany, furrender themfelves, for want of pro- 
vifions, prifoners of war of his Britannic Ma- 
jefty, upon the terms of the cartel *, which 
I reclaim equally for all the inhabitants of 
Pondichery, as well as for the exercife of the 
Roman religion, the religious houfes, hos- 
pitals, chaplains, furgeons, fervants, &c. re- 
ferring myfelf to the decilion of our two 


* Count Lally Infifts, that, though he confined 
himfelf, conformably to the advice of a council of war, 
to require for the troops no other conditions than thofe 
of the cartel, he, in fo doing, required the moft advantage- 
ous conditions he could poflibly expeft ; fince, in cafe his 
demand had been complied with'’, and the Count d’Ache 
had arrived in time with money to pay the ranfom 
ftipulated by the nth article of that cartel, Count 
Lally and his army might have recovered their liberty, 
and found themfelves in a condition to retake Pon- 
dichery from the English. 


copr 




COUNT L A L L L 33J 

courts for reparation proportioned to the 
violation of fo folemn a treaty. 

Accordingly Mr. Coote may take pof- 
feffion to-morrow morning at eight o’ clock 
of the gate of Villenour ; and after to-mor- 
row at the fame hour of .that of Fort St. 
Louis ; and as he has the power in his own 
hands, he will didate fuch ulterior difpo- 
fitions to be made as he ihall judge proper. 

I demand merely from a principle of 
juftrce and humanity, that the mother and 
lifters of RezafaTl be permitted to feek an 
afylum where they pleafe, or that they re- 
main prifoners among the Englifh, and be 
not delivered up into Mahomud Ally Cawn's 
hands, which are ftill red with the blood of 
the hulbatad and father, that he has fpilt, 
to the lhame indeed of thofe who gave them 
up to him ; but not lefs to the lhame of the 
Commander of the Englifh army, who fho'uld 
not have allowed fuch a peice of barbarity 
to be committed in his camp. 

As I am tied up by the cartel in the de- 
claration which I make to Mr. Coote, [ 
confent that the gentlemen of the Council 
of Pondichery may make their own repre- 
lentations to him, with regard to what may 
more immediately concern their own pri- 
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v-ate interefts, as well as the intereft of the in- 
habitants of the colony. 

Done at Fort Louis of Pondichery, the 
15th day of January, 1761. 


Signed, LALLY. 


Colonel Cook’s Anfwer to Monfieur Lally’s 

Propofals. 

T H E particulars of the capture of Chan- 
dermgore having been long lince trans- 
mitted to his Britannic Majefty, by the Officer 
to whom that place Surrendered, Colonel 
Coote cannot talce cognizance of what paffed 
on that occalion ; nor can he admit the fame 
as any way relative to the furrender of Pondi- 
chery. 

The disputes which have arifen concerning 
the cartel concluded between their Britannic 
and moft Chriftian Majefties, being as yet 
undecided. Colonel Coote has it not in his 
power to admit, that the troops of his moft 
Chriftian Majefty, and thofe of the French 
Eaft India Company, Shall be deemed prifoners 
of war to his Britannic Majefty upon the terms 
of that cartel ; but requires that they Sur- 
render themfelves prifoners of war, to be, ufed 
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as he fhall think confident with the interetts 
of the King his matter. And Colonel Coote 
will fh ew all, fuch indulgences as are agreeable 
to humanity. 

Colonel Coote will fend the grenadiers of 
his regiment, between the hours of eight and 
nine o’clock to-morrow morning, to take pof- 
feffion of the Villenour gate ; and the next 
morning, between the fame hours, he will 
aifo take poffeflion of the gate of Fort St. 
Louis. 

The mother and fitters of Raza Saib fhall 
be efcorted to Madras, where proper care fhall 
be taken for their fafety ; and they fhall not, 
on any account, be delivered into the hands 
of Nabob Mahomud Ally Cawn. 

Given at the head quarters at the camp 
before Pondichery, this 15th day of January, 
1761. 


Signed, EYRE COOTE. 


Articles 
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Articles propofed to Colonel Coote by the Chief of 
the Jefuits j to which no anfwer was re~ 
turned . 

The fupefior Council of Pondichery, au- 
thorized by the Count de Lally, Lieutenant 
General of the armies of his moft Chriftian 
Majefty, and his CommifTary in India, treat 
for the faid town and its inhabitants, prefent 
the following articles to Colonel Coote, Com- 
mander of his Britannic' Majefly’s troops on 
the coaft of Coromandel. 

Article t . 

Upon the reduction of the place, its inha- 
bitants fhall not in any wife be injured, their 
houfes fhall be' preferred, alnd they fhall re- 
tain all their effects and merchandize, with 
liberty of choice to convey them wherever 
they fhall think proper, or to continue their 
dwelling in the faid town, as new fubjeds 
of his Britannic Majefty ; and they fhall 
be treated as the old fubjeds have ufually 
been treated ; accordingly, thofe who have 
heretofore had poffeffions or advantages, 
fhall not be deprived of them. 

Article II. 

They fhall be maintained in the exercife of 
the Roman Catholic religion, in the fame 

manner 
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manner as has been praCfifed under the 
French Government. The churches and the 
houfes of the eccleliaftics and religious per- 
fons fhall be preferved, together with every 
thing thereunto belonging, whether they be 
fituated without or within the town. The 
miflionaries fhall have liberty of parting from 
place to place, and fhall find, under the En- 
glilh flag, the fame protection as under the 
French flag. 

Article III. 

Not only the buildings and houfes, be- 
longing to private perfons, whether laymen, 
eccleliaftics, or religious perfons, fhall be 
left in the condition they are, but alfo the 
buildings belonging to the Company, as well 
as the fort, the warehoufes, and the walls 
of the town, with all the fortifications, un- 
til the date of thefe laft, that is to fay, 
every thing of this kind, belonging to the 
Company, 1 hall be decided by the two re- 
fpcCfive courts. 

Article IV. 

The papers of the regiftry and notary 
Office, on which depend the fortunes of the 
inhabitants, fhall be lent to France without 
any obftacle, by fuch conveyances as they 
lhall think fit, who are now charged with 
them, and in whole pofleflion they fhall, in 
the mean time, remain. 

Z 


Arti- 
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Article V. 

The treatment herein before ftipulated by 
the firft article, for the inhabitants of Pondi- 
chery, fhall be extended to all the members 
of the'Council, Company’s Agents, Officers 
fettled in the faid town, and all others, who 
have been, or now are, in the fervice of the 
Company ; and fo, in like manner, to the 
merchants, whether Armenians, or of any 
other nation, fettled heretofore in Pondichery 
for their trade. 

Article VI. 

The Creoles, or natives of Mauritius and of 
Bourbon, amounting in number to forty-one, 
including five Officers, as well thole who are 
•in health, as thofe who have been wounded, 
or are invalids, having ferved as volunteers, 
and not being ioldicrs, Ihould have the liberty 
of returning to their home by the firft good 
opportunity they may find. 

Article VII. 

Safeguards fhall be granted to prevent difr 
order. 


Article VIII. 

All the foregoing articles lhall be executed 
according to good faith. 


Jfr- 
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Return of Brafs and Iron Ordnance, Carriages, 
Powder, Shot, and fmall Arms, found on the 
Works of Pondichery, Town, Citadel, and 
Artillery Park. 


Brafs ordnance ferviceable, > — 8r 

Ditto unferviceable, — — 2 

Iron ordnance ferviceable, — 436 

Ditto unferviceable, — — * 48 

Brafs howitzers ferviceable, — 13 

Iron ditto ferviceable, <— 2 

Brafs mortars ferviceable, — > 82 

Iron ditto ferviceable, — 7 

Carriages of different forts ferviceable, 326 

Ditto unferviceable, — 58 

Mortar beds, wood, ferviceable, — 46 

Ditto, iron, ferviceable, — 7 

Double headed fhot, — - 182 

Lead fhot of different nature, — 60 264 

Shells and hand-granadoes, — 22599 

Grape fhot, — — 1095 

Barrels of ferviceable powder of zoolb. 

each 207 

Barrels of ferviceable ditto of ioolb. 

each — 1488*. 

Total of Powder, lb. 230580 

Barrels unferviceable, 56 

Powder in cartridges of different nature 

lb. 40330 

Vs'dufive of fmall arms ammunition. 

Z 2 Am- 



544 MEMOIRS OP 



j-Wall pieces 

2907 


! Mufkets, 

368640 

Ammunition fixed for< 

* Carbines, 

98980 


| Piflols, 

46830 

(_Gingalls, 

20700 

Mufkets new with bayonets. 

*550 

Ditto new without bayonets, 


Ditto with locks, moftly bad. 

2351 

Ditto unferviceable, between 7 and 8000 

Engliih wall pieces, good, — 

18 

Ditto, - bad, — 

8 

French wall pieces, good, 

190 

Gingall pieces, old, 

73 

Carbines, ' 

— 

— • 35 

Fuzees long, new, 

120 

Ditto, old, — * 

5 ° 

Fuzees fhort 


3 ° 

Piftols, new pairs. 


6000 

Ditto, old pairs, 

— 

310 

Hangers, new. 


3200 

Sabres, new. 

— 

1000 

Broad f words and fabres mixed. 

*95 

Bayonets, new, — * 

— 

3000 

Ditto, old, 

— 

2000 

Pole axes, — 

— 

1200 

Cartouch boxes, new. 


3000 

Ditto, old, — 


2000 

Hogfheads of Flints, about — 

20 

Barrels of Mufket balls. 



6 

Kegs of ditto, — 



• 80 



Iron 
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Iron ramrods, about 1 2,coo 

Copper drums, 1 5 

Wood ditto, 1 7 

Efpontoons, old, 28 

Cartridge boxes of different fiv.es, 20860 

A fmall quantity of fixed ammunition. 
Ladies of different fizes, — — 265 

Springes ditto, moftly old, 430 

Lead aprons of different fizes, ' 360 

Wad-hooks, ditto, 5° 

Grates for heating fhot, 2 


With a large quantity of mufket flings, 
buff belts, armourers, fmiths, and carpenters 
tools, locks, and other lumber. 


Account given r»Y the Admiralty- 
Office. 

R EAR Admiral Stevens, in his letters 
of the 6th and 7th of February laft to 
Mr. Cleveland, informs the Lords Commit- 
iioners of the Admiralty, that Pondichcry 
fm-rendered to his Majefty’s arms on the 15th 
of the preceding month, having been very 
diligently blockaded by his Majefty’s fquadron 
under his command for upwards of eight 
months ; and for a confide rable time by Co- 
lonel Coote, Commander in Chief of his Ma- 
jefty’s land forces. General Lilly, in expec- 
tation of relief from the French fquadron, 
Z 3 luf- 
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fuffered himfclf, garrifon, and inhabitants, to 
be reduced to the utmoft degree of diftrefs 
and miiery for want of provifions. Colonel 
Coote began the liege about a month be- 
fore its furrender - } and the laft battery, con- 
lifting of eleven twenty -four pounders, which 
he raifed-, was within about live hundred 
yards of the walls. In two days after this, 
they gave up the place at difcretion. The 
1 6th in the -morning at eight o’clock, a com- 
pany of grenadiers took pofleffton of the Va- 
ledour-gatej and on the 17 th, at the fame 
time. Colonel Coote, accompanied by Rear 
Admiral Cornilh, and the Captains Haldane 
and Tinker, took pofleftion of the citadel on 
the part of both fcrvices, as they werefo con- 
nected together in the reduction of this im- 
portant conquer! to his Maj efty’s arms, and 
to the Eaft India Company in particular. 

He Hatters himfelf, that the zeal, which 
has ever animated him in the faithful dil- 
charge of his duty to his royal mafter and his 
country, will meet with their Lordlhips ap- 
probation ; and he thinks it his duty to ac- 
quaint their Lordlhips, how well he isfatisfied 
with the conduCt and behaviour of Rear Ad- 
miral Cornilh, and the Captains Of his Ma- 
jefty’s Ihips under his command, in carrying 
on the public iervice. 
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He alfo informs their Lordfhips, tint on. 
die ift of January, a violent florin of wind 
coming on, he found it abfolutely neceilary, 
for the lafety of his Majefty’s Ihips, to cut Jieir 
cables and put to fea where ho parted com- 
pany with the other Ihips of the fquadron 
and on the 4th, returning into Pondicnery 
road, he had the misfortune to find Ids Ma- 
jc ■ ;.,*p Duke of Aquitain had foundered 
about two leagues to tlvo fouthward, and the 
Sunderland about two leagues to the north- 
w .I'd of that place, and moft of the crews pe- 
ri.'hcd. '.'he Flips Newcaftle and Queen- 
borough, '.:ith die Proteftor firelhip, were 
drove on ihore and loft a little to the fouth- 
ward of Ariancopang, but the people were 
faved ; as alfo the ordnance, and moft of the 
ftores and proviiions. Several of the other 
ihips luffered in the ftorm ; but with the help 
of ihe mads, yards, and ftores faved from the 
wrecked Ihips, and the afliftance of the fqua- 
dron, they were, in a very few days, com- 
pletely fitted, and put in a proper ftate for. 
fervice. 

That having intercepted a letter from Ge- 
neral Lally to M. Raymond, French Re- 
fident at Pullicat, a copy of which is 
hereafter added, the Admiral immediately 
dif t ,atchcd circular letters to the Dutch and 
Danilh fottlements,’ to acquaint them, that 
Z 4 not- 
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n^twithftanding the reprefentations of General 
Lally, he had eleven fail of his Britannic Ma- 
jefty’s ihips of the line, and two frigates, 
under his command, in condition for fervice, 
holding the blockade of Pondichery ; and as 
that place was clofely invefted and bloc- 
kaded by land and fea ; and as, in that cafe, 
it was contrary to the law of nations, for any 
neutral power to give them any fuccour or 
relief, he had determined to feife any veiTel 
or boat that fhould attempt to throw any 
provisions into that place. 

% ranjlation of an intercepted letter from General 
Lally to M. Raymond , French Refident at 
Pullicat, dated Pondichery the 2 d of January 
1761. 

Mr. RAYMOND, 

T HE Engliib found ron is no more. Sir: 

out of the twelve fhips they had in our 
road, feven are loft, crew and all ; the four 
others difmaftcd ; and it appears there is no 
more than one frigate that hath efcaped j 
therefore don’t lofe an inftant to fend us c he- 
lingoes upon clieiingoes loaded with rice : 
the Dutch have nothing to fear now ; befides 
(according to the rights of nations; they are 
only to fend us no provilions themselves, 
and we are no more blocked up by fea. 

The 
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The faving of Pondichery hath been in 
your power once already : if you mifs the 
prefent opportunity, it will be entirely your 
fault : do not forget alfo fome fmall chelingoes; 
offer great rewards : I expect feventeen thou- 
fand Morattoes within thefe four days. In 
ihort, ril'que all, attempt all, force all, and 
fend us fome rice, llaould it be but half a 
garfe at a time. 

Signed, LALLY. 


Letter from Monfieur Pollier, Officer of Jr t ti- 
lery in the Battalion of the Indies to Count 
Lally ; dated St. Thomas, the 21JI of Ja~ 
iiuary 1761. 

S I R, 

HP H E intelligence I am going to give 
you is of confequence. A confpiracy 
has been formed againft your life. As I am 
confined by lie k.ncfs to my bed, and would 
a thoufand times rather lofe my own life 
than that you ihould fuffer by any trea- 
chery, I give you leave to make what ufe 
you pleafe of this intelligence. There is a 
villain, who has laid openly in the prefence 
of feveral Officers, that he was certain one 
of his acquaintances would rilk his own 
life rather than mils yours. I can pro- 
duce witnoffes of what I advance ; b.ut. Sir, 

if 
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if you profecute the affair, take me out of 
the fight of your enemies, who, being fo 
numerous, would not fail to ruin me. Be 
allured of the fidelity and refpect, with which 

I have the honour of being. 

Sir, 

your moft humble and moii 
obedient fervant, 

PE POLLIER, 

g’T' "- * ■■■ i ■ ■ -- — — . — ..... - I, ■■ j 

1 

Extract from the Manifefio of the Council of 

Madras 

At the fame time, that Monfieur Lally 
fent the foregoing declaration by Colonel 
Purreof the Artillery, Monfieur Lavaur, fu- 
perior of the Jefuits, and two members of 
the Council came, in the name of the fet- 
tlement, with fcven articles of capitulation, 
in which they required every thing, that a 
town in the beft ftate of defence could ex- 
pett. In a word, they propofed, that the 
Englilh garrifon lhould do no more than 
Jult relieve the French ' troops ; and that 
the town and its inhabitants, their effects, pri- 
vileges, and religion, lhould continue on the 
fame footing 


Extract 
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ExtraSt from the Reprefentatiom made to Mr. 

Pigot and the Council of Madras , by Mon - 
fieur de Leyrit. 

Is it, then, by the law of retaliation you 
hope to be able to juftify your proceedings? 

I allow, gentlemen, that Monfieur de Lul- 
ly demoliihed Fort St David, which feniibly 
affected you, and not without reafon. But, 
on the other hand you muft allow the truth 
of the fads, which I am now going to lay- 
before you. 

Was not the Fort of Chandernagore the 
firft fort demoliihed in the Indies iince the 
commencement of the war ? The Engliili 
feifed upon this Fadory contrary to the laws 
of neutrality, upon which the French had 
always depended ; and which, on their tide, 
they had ever fir idly obfcrved ; fo ftridly, as 
to refufe to liften to the follieitations of the 
Nabob of Bengal, who preffed them to join 
him againft the Englilh. 

When Monfieur de Tally, General of our 
troops, Commiffary of our King, and Syndic 
of our Company, wrote to Colonel Coote, 
who commanded the Englifh troops, to invite 
him to come, the day following, and take poffefion 

of 
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of our place, he authorifed us to fend our De- 
puties with Monfieur le Chevalier Durre, the 
bearer of his letter. As to the contents of this 
letter, we fcarce know any thing of them, 
and zve befeechyou. Gentlemen, to get us a copy of 
it. The articles of capitulation, with which 
our Deputies were charged, had been examined by 
Monfeur de Lally, and were prefenzed to Colonel 
Coote, who did no; ref ufe any of them ; and told 
us, that he would feicie every thing the day fol- 
lowing, in the propere/i manner he could with 
Monfeur de Laliy. IVe, befdes, know, that 
Monfeur Coote, at kisfirf interview with C-.unt 
de Lady, told him, that he was ready zo grant him 
all his demands, except thofe it was war caf enable 
to expeSt. What is it then that has been fet- 
tled between them ? We kno .v nothing of it, 
as our General Jet out without telling any 
thing of the matter. But, fine, yours has put into 
your hands the place, which was put into his by 
Monfeur de Lally, he muft have told you 
upon what conditions he received it ; and we 
befeech you to let us know what you know 
yourlelves of this affair. It is not probable, 
that our General Ihould have delivered, with- 
out any conditions or refervalions, .a place, 
which we had more Europeans to defend than 
you to attack, according to the lifts taken by 
your own Majors. If it fhouid happen, that 
there is no capitulation in writing, it muft, 
of courfe, be owned, in order to remove all 
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fufpicion of collufion, that Monfieur de Lally, 
when he furrendered us at difcretion to Colo- 
nel Coote, reckoned on his being able to en- 
gage him to procure us a lb much more fa- 
vourable treatment at your hands. But it ap- 
pears by the manner, in which you have hi- 
therto behaved towards us, that you intend to 
forget your equity fo far, as to take advantage 
of that circumftance. .... 

This ftep cannot leften our gratitude for 
what Mr. Pigot does, with all that goodnels 
and politenefs which are fo natural to him, 
to alleviate the diftreis of every individual 
amongft us. We fhall, at all times, and in 
all places, be ready to give the moil authen- 
tic teftimony of it; but our private intereft 
Ihould not blind us to our duty, and the in- 
tereft of the public, with which we have been 
entrufted. . . . ■ 

It feems to me to be mutually the intereft 
of both nations, that fome ranfom, and the 
means of paying it, fhould be agreed on. I 
hope you will not be the only perfon to relijh this 
propofal, a compliance with which the Eng- 
lilli Commanders by fea and land will prefer 
to any other ftep that tended only to do evil 
for evil 


Ei'.traSl 
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Extra ft from the Memorial addrejfed to the Coun- 
cil of Madras by Father Lavaur, againji the 
demolition of the Fortifications and Houfes of 
Pondichery. 

You, yourfelves, Gentlemen, are interefted 
In it. One day or another you may be 
charged with what you are thus going to do 
of your own authority. Your own confti- 
tuents may hold you anfwerable for the ill 
confequences of it. 

After fubmitting. Gentlemen, what I have 
been faying to your confideration, I have no- 
thing left but to require, that you enter it 
in your books, and give me a certificate 
thereof. It is the leaft we can expert from 
your juftice. 

Done at Pondichery, the 4th of April 1761. 

Signed, LAVAUR. 


Extraft from a Letter written by Father Lavaur 
to Monfieur Dupre, Governor of Pondichery . 

Are you equally in a hurry, Sir, to defiroy 
the lioule, in which we have a domeftic altar, 
for the private exercife of our religion ? May 

wc 
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\ve continue in it long enough to remove the 
effedh belonging to it, which I fhall take 
care to do with all the difpatch I poffibly 
can ? Moft of our Monks are already fet 
out for other places, to which I am fending 
part of our effects. Three priefts, and three 
affiftants are the only members of our com- 
munity, which now remain with me. We 
have fiill on our hands feven> boarders, all 
young children, who have no friends or re- 
lations here to take care of them. Are we, 
then, to be turned without more ado into the 
ftreets j and fet out without further delay ? 
Have I not fome reafon to expedt, that you 
will grant us the refpite, which juftice re- 
quires, to fave what we can from the ruins of 
our apartments, as well as the furniture ftill 
remaining in them ? 

I have the honour, &c. 

Pondichery the 4th of April 1761. 

Signed, LAVAUR. 


Ext raft from Monfieur Dupre’s Anjwer to 
Father Lavaur. 

Reverend Father, 

Were I to enter into a juftification of the 
mcalurcs taken with refpedt to this fettlement, 
I could begin by citing the orders, which you 

know 
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know Monfieur de Lally received from the 
Court of France, to demolifh all the maritime 
places he might take from the Englilh, and to 
tranfport all the Europeans he fhould find in 
them to the Ifland of Bourbon. I could tell 
you of the hard ufage, which it appears they 
were to receive there. I could lay before 
you, as fo many proofs of the rigour with 
which your General meant to execute thefe 
orders, numberlefs instances of feverity, I 
might call it cruelty, exercifed by him on 
thofe of my country, who have had the 
misfortune to fall into his hands; and, if, 
after fix weeks granted you to remove, you 
ftill think the time too fiiort, I could put 
you in mind of the inhabitants of Fort St. 
David being obliged to remove in three days, 
almoft without any * other effects, than what 
they could themfelves take along with them. 
But I do not now mean to enter into this 
difeuffion ; all I mean is, to anfwer that part 
of your letter, which is levelled at me in 
particular. As to the reft, I muft beg leave 
to refer you to my fuperiors at Madras. 


I am, 6cc. 


Signed, DUPRE’. 


Ext raft 
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EXTRACT from the Return made of 
the FRENCH TROOPS AND OTHER 
EUROPEANS found tN PONDI- 
CHERYi 

S ommiffioned Officers, Staff-Officers, Non-Commif- 
/toned. Officers, Rank and File, 


King’s /roofs. 

Artillery — 83 

Lorrain Regiment 327 

Daily’s Regiment 230 

Marines 4 295 


935 

Company’s /roofs'. 


Artillery » 94 

Cavalry — 1 — =-=» 1 5 

Volunteers of Bourbon 40 

Battalion of India 192 

Invalids - — 1,24 


465 

Supernumerary, comrniifioncd, and ex- 
traordinary Staff — 37 

A a 


Total of the troops 


1437 

Civil 
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Civil Lift including the Governor, Coun- 
cil j and inhabitants 381 

Total of troops, civil Officers, and in- 
habitants 1818 

People afterwards found out, not included in the 


above lijls. 

Surgeons, &cc. of hofpitals 39 

Attendants to ditto 9 

Invalids of the German brigade — 29 

Men difcharged, and remain in town — 173 
jProvoft people 4 

Total 254 


Note, it appears by a Letter from Admiral 
Stevens, that no money was found in the place. 

Extragi from a Letter relating to the taking of 
Tondichery, dated Fort St. George, the ift of 
February 176-1. 

Monfieur Lally is arrived amongft us. 
Notwithftanding his fallen condition, he is 
now as proud and haughty as ever. A great 
fhare of wit, fenfe, and martial abilities, ob- 
fcured by-afavage ferocity, and an undiftin- 
guilhed contempt for every perfon that moves 
in a fphere below that of a General, charac- 
terizes this odd compound of a man. When 

he 
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he marched out of the citadel of Pondichery, 
his officers and men faluted him with a loud 
and general hifs, loading him, at the fame 
time, with the moft abufive and opprobrious 
names. His Commiffary would have juftified 
his character, but he paid dear for the at- 
tempt; they killed him on the fpot, and 
would have done as much by his patron, if he 
had not made good his retreat to the Englifh 
camp. He was fo generally hated, (if I may 
be allowed the expreflion) that the very dogs 
howled at him. It is a convincing proof of 
his abilities, the managing fo long and vigo- 
rous a defence, in a place where he was held 
in univerfal detefiation. 

Our batteries were opened only a few weeks 
before it was given up, and were indeed fo 
well ferved, as to perform wonders ; but the 
want of every neceflary within, was what 
wrought chiefly in our favour. The inha- 
bitants had fubiifted for a confiderable time 
upon their elephants, camels, horfes, &c. I 
can affure you for a truth, that a dog fold for 
24 rupees or as many half-crowns ; of this 
miferable provifion there did not reman* 
enough for one day longer, when the Englifh - 
took polfeffion of it. 


A a 2 


JlxtraFt 
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Extract from the Speech made by the Governor 
to the Council of Madras, concerning the De- 
jtruftion of the Fortifications and Houfes of 
Pondid iery. 

Gentlemen, 

I fhall add another reprefentation, and a 
letter received from Monfieur de Leyrit, 
the laft Governor of Pondichery. Thefe 
papers contain every thing that can be al- 
ledged, in point of humanity or the cuftom 
of war, againft the demolition of the forti- 
fications and the buildings. Let us but fee 
the letters Patent of his Majefty, the orders 
of the Company, and the intercepted inftruc- 
tions of the Court of France to the Count 
d’Ache and General Lally, and we fhall be 
then provided with the principal papers, 
which can influence our deliberations on thefe 
important queftions. 

Neither the Admiral of his Majefly’s fqua- 
dron, nor the Commander in- Chief of his 
troops, had any orders concerning the man- 
ner of treating the conquered places ; and 
they had neither fufficient funds or autho- 
rity to keep Pondichery as a royal conqueft, 
though they were ever fo well difpofed to 
do it. 


We 
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We {hall fhew, that we could not {pare 
Pondichery, without expoling ourfdves to 
the greateft: danger of lofing the fruits of 
our fuccefs, without fubjeeting ourfelves 
to heavy expences, and even without rilkf 
ing our own fettlements. 

We have done no more than wliat found 
reafon dictated to us to do ; viz. to deftroy 
Pondichery and abandon the other conqueft, 
that our future operations might not be em- 
baraffed by fuch a charge ; nor the forces, 
which we are in a condition to keep on foot to 
preferve our own fettlements, be divided into a 
great number of fmall garrifons, each of which 
would then become an eafy conqueft. When 
we liad drawn off for the expedition 2500 
effe&ive troops, from thofe which we had then 
on the coafts (the greateft number that could 
be fpared for that purpofe) there would fcarce 
have remained 700 men to garrllbn our own 
fettlements and our conquefts, as well as to keep 
watch on 2000 prifoners ; and double that 
number would have fcarcc fufficed to garrilon 
Pondichery alone. We lh'ould, therefore, 
have expofed ourfelves to the almoft certain 
rifk of lofing that place, if the French fqua- 
dron {hould appear on the coaft, whilft our 
fquadron and our army were abfent. More- 
over, we {hould expofe ourfelves not only to' 
iofe our conquefts, but likewife Madras, 
A a 3 and 
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and all our own fettlemeats on the coaft of Co- 
romandel. Our own intereft, therefore, abl'o- 
lutely required, that we ihould deffroy Pondi- 
chery, and all the other Forts that were weak 
or ufelefs. 

The inftruCtions of Monfieur d’Ache and 
General Lally contain pofitive orders to raze 
the public buildings of all the maritime pla- 
ces they might take ; and we can alledge 
inftances of the rigour with which Monlieur 
de Tally intended to execute thefe orders. 

The French were permitted to remain 
clofe upon three months at Pondichery, and 
allowed time to carry off all their effects ex- 
cept thofe in trade. The Englifh of Fort 
St. David were allowed but three days, and 
could carry away but very little or rather no- 
thing. This we can eafily prove ; as, like- 
wife, that our treatment of private perfons 
has been as humane, as that, which Mon- 
fieur de Lally had orders to fhow us, was 
the reverie. There needs no other proof of 
the punctuality with which he intended to 
execute thefe orders, then his behaviour at 
Fort St. David and Madras. His manner 
of thinking is evident by the letter we in- 
tercepted of his to Monfieur de Leyrit, 
when he was about to raife the fiege of our 
Capital. It is dated the 14th of February 

l 759- 
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I759. He therein fays, that he had given 
the moft pofitive orders for the deftruc- 
tion of die Black Town of Madias. All 
thefe things, which he has done, fully juf- 
tify our doing the fame in our turn ; and are 
fufficient to acquit us from that inhumanity, 
with which Monlieur de Leyrit charges us, 
and which is the foie object of this recapitu- 
lation. 

Done in the Council of Fort St. George 
the 13th of April, 1761. 

Jitter written from Paris by the Council of Pon-> 
dichery to the Comptroller General. 

My LORD, 

Monlieur de Leyrit’s bad date of health 
prevents liis waiting on you with the me- 
morial, which yon required of us ; the a- 
bundance of the matter, the order of the facts, 
the multiplicity of the proofs, have not left 
us at liberty to abridge them as much as we 
could wilh. Neverthelefs, it is hut a minia- 
ture of the picture, which we have dill to 
draw ; but we hope that this miniature will 
be fufficient to leave you no room to doubt, 
on which fide truth and juftice are to be found. 

You will therein fee, My Lord, to what 
a degree the Council and wretched fettlement 
A a 4 of 
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of the . Indies have been opprelTed, from 
firft to laft, under the authority of a def-. 
potick matter, ever a ftranger to all the 
laws of prudence, honour, and even huma- 
nity. 

You will therein obferve the prudent be- 
haviour, and perfect fubmiffion, of a Coun- 
cil, who, in the midft of the infults, the 
gibets, and the wheels, with which they were 
incetTantly threatened, fupported, to the laft, 
the character of true patriots, and volun- 
tarily facrificed the laft farthing of their 
fortunes for the common fafety, though 
convinced by fad experience of the bad ufe 
that would be made of them. 

You will therein fee, that, from the moment 
pf Count Lally’s arrival, the Council was en- 
tirely ftript of its authority; that Mon- 
iieur de Lally, alone, ordered and difpofed 
of every thing; and that nothing was left 
to the Council but to obey, even in thofe 
things which it difapproved moft. That 
Monfieur de Lally is alqne accountable 
for the entire ftewardfhip and adminiflxation 
of both the interior and exterior concerns 
pf the Company, fince nothing was fettled, 
.employed, or expended, without his orders. 


That 
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That he is accountable for the rents of 
all the Company’s lands, and the revenues 
pf all its territories ; that, in the month of 
O&qjber 1758 (five months after his arrival) 
he broke and annulled the ftewardfhip of the. 
Council, in order to let the Company’s lands 
tp two private perfons, whorn he had forbid 
in writing to pay a farthing tp either the 
Council or the Governor, though at this 
time he affefted to charge us with the vic- 
tualing of Pondichery ; that he is equally 
accountable for the effects in the magazines, 
flnce he like wife forbid the perfon entrufted 
vyith the care of them to deliver any for 
the future tp the Governor’s orders, though, 
it had been heretofore cuftomary with the; 
Governor to iffue fuch orders. 

That he is acpdtartable for the contributions 
and revenues of the kingdom of Thiagar, 
the kingdom of Arcot, and the provinces 
which depend on it, fince he aCted as ffeward 
in them in the name of a Black Lord, and re- 
ceived the money arifing from thefe contribu- 
tions and revenues. 

That he is accountable for the exceffiyc 
taxes which he impofed on both the Blacks and 
the Europeans, the produce of which was 
paid into his hapd$. 


That 
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That he is accountable to his own Farmers 
for what they paid for their Icafes, Since, after 
draining them of every penny, he, by his 
own authority, turned them out of their 
farms, the very moment they were going 
fo fend to Pondichery the gram diftined by 
them to visual that place j putting into 
their place a Black, whom he had a little 
before by bribery faved from the Gallows, 
a'nd' by whom he caufed to be fold the provi- 
sions on which our fafety depended. 

That he accountable for the Iofs of Pon- 
dichery, Since it furrendered merely for want 
of. provisions, and he alone had in his power- 
the means of {applying it with them ; namely, 
money to purchafe them ; the fruits of the 
Company’s lands; the produce of the Com- 
pany’s harveSis, and troops to protect that 
produce. 

That he is, likewise, accountable for not 
having employed the means he had of victual- 
ling the place, even after the English had be- 
gun to blockade it ; and thereby repairing the 
faults he had before committed in not {apply- 
ing it at a properer feafon. 

That he is, moreover, inadmiffible in the 
accufations, which, it is faid, he has dared to 
form; and ought to be considered as a man 

dead 
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dead in law, fo far as not to be permitted to 
a<ft in juftice any other part than* that of a 
criminal, lince he has gone fo far as to 
fubomfalfe witnefles againft thofe, by whofc 
complaints and depofitions againft himielf he 
had been alarmed. 

You will not find in our Memorial, my 
Lord, an account of all the fums which he 
remitted to Europe, through the hands of the 
Danes, the Dutch, and even the Engliih 
themfelves. This matter fhall be cleared up 
hereafter. We have refolved not to mention 
any facfts in this place, but fuch as are well 

Neither have we made any mention of what 
relates to his military conduct. It would 
draw u$ into too lo*ng a detail ; and we are, 
belxdes, of opinion, that the fuperior Officers, 
who have been, as well as the foldiers, the wit- 
nelfes and victims of Monfieurde Lally’s con- 
duift and incapacity, have not failed to give 
an account of it. However, we referve to 
ourfelves to furnifh a fimple journal of his 
military operations, leaving it to men of his 
own profeffion to judge of them, 

Wc have only the honour of alluring you, 
Sir, that there are nine capital articles, which 

prove 
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prove foraething more than mere want of ca- 
pacity. They are as follows. 

Article I. 

The campaign of Tanjore, coloured with 
the motive of all others the leaft fuitable to the 
intereft and dignity of the nation, but which 
favoured the views of Monfieur de Lally, a? 
he might fink with impunity the greateft part 
of the money he expected to derive from it ; 
and, in fine, the fhameful flight from before 
Tanjore, equally fatal to the honour and in- 
tereft of the nation. 

Article II. 

His obftinate refufal to take the neceflary 
fteps and precautions to infure fuccefs to the 
fiege of Madras, in fpite of all the advice and 
all the reprefentations of thofe, who had a 
right to interfere on the occafion ; and his con- 
duct during the fiege. 

Art ici.e III. 

The feparation of his forces, by which he 

revived the hopes of the Englilh, enabled them 

to keep the field in fpite of us, and even come 

and attack us during the fiege of Vandiwafb, 

with a kind of equality, which, joined to the 

mifeonduft of Monfieur dc Lally, was fuffi- 

.cient to fecure them the victory. 

* 


Article 
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Article IV. 

ttls abandoning almoft the whole country 
after this battle, by difperfing his troops j as 
if he had nothing to do but put them into 
quarters. 


Article V. 

His affe&ing to leave all the frontier places, 
•without a fufficient number of troops or 
quantity of provifions and ammunition ; as if 
he wanted to make as fpeedy an end aspoflible 
of the tragedy. 

Article VI. 

His affedted negligence in caufing provifions 
to be brought into Pondichery, when prelTed 
to it in the moft earneft manner, though he 
had the means of doing it in his hands ; and 

made a fhVWof ufingjhem. 

’ s **' 

Art icle VII. 

His refilling to make a proper ufe of the 
army of the Myforeans ; his imprudence in 
keeping them inactive on the glacis, to help 
to confume the reft of our provifions ; his 
endeavours to difguft them ; and his propofel 
to fall upon their camp with his troops. 

A R l i c l e VIII. 

His refufal to ufe any of the many methods 
and expedients prdpofcd to him for fuccour- 
ing the place. 


Article 
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Article IX. 

The proj eft formed by him to furrender 
the place at difcretion to the enemy, publilhed 
under his hand a long time before any thoughts 
were entertained of capitulating ; and put in 
execution by him alone, without the partici- 
pation of the Council, 

It is not, my Lord, the defire of revenging 
the injuries offered to ourfelves in particular, 
and our perfonal ruin, which animates us in 
the drawing up of the pifture, we take the 
liberty to lay before you ; it is the force of 
truth; it is the pure diftates of our con- 
fidences ; it is the general cry ; it is the com- 
plaints of fo many unhappy families, which 
call upon you, by our voice, for juftice on 
Monfieur de Lally ; who gluts himfelf with 
impunity on their tears and their blood, and 
triumphs in their ruin, in the face of the 
whole kingdom, which cries out for vengeance 
againft him. • 

We are, with profound refpeft. 

My Lord, 

Your very humble, &c. 


Petition 
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Petition •prefented to his Majejiy by the Gover- 
nor and fufierior Council of Pcmdichery , the 
'yd of Auguft 1762. . 

TO THE KING . 

SIRE, 

T H E Governor and fuperior Coun- 
cil of Pondichery throw themfelves at 
your Majefty’s feet, to give you an account 
of the misfortunes with which that flouriih- 
ing fettlement has been overwhelmed, and 
from which all their zeal for your glory 
and the intereft of the Rate could not ref- 
cue it. 

Injured to the laft degree, in their honour 
and in tKetr reputation, by the imputation of 
the blackeft crimes, with which Monlieur de 
Lally, fince his arrival, ' has never ceafed to 
lead them, they prefume to -apply to your 
jV.ajcfty for jultice ; and bcfecch your Majefty 
to let them know the tribunal you intend to 
appoint to render it to them. 

Signed, DUVAL DE LEYRIT, MO- 
RACIN, COURTIN, LE NOIR, DENIS, 
NICOLAS, DUPLAN, DE LA SELLE, 
AND LAGRENh’E. 


A C- 
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AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT of th t 

Condemnation and execution 
of count Tally. 

E VER fince the proper Officer began 
to report the affairs of Pondichery to 
the tribunal appointed to examine into and 
determine them, it every week beftowed three, 
and often four, evenings on that buflnefs, from. 
Three till between Nine and Ten. At length, 
on Saturday the 3d of May 1766, the report 
ended, and the Attorney General having deli- 
vered his thundering conclulions againft Count 
Lally, he was, in confequence thereof, remo- 
ved, in the night between Sunday the 4th and 
Monday the 5th, from the Baftile to the prt- 
fon called the Conciergerie, which communi- 
cates by different flights of flairs with different 
halls of the Great Court cf Parliament. Though 
it was but One in the morning when he reached 
the Conciergerie, yet, as he was not prepared 
for the removal, he refufed to go to bed. 
About Seven the fame morning, he was fent for 
to the Great Chamber, which was invefted on 
all lides by the Parliament Guards ; and, on his 
appearing before his Judges, was ordered to 
give up fits red ribband and his crofs, which 
he thereupon caufed, with an air of great 
unconcern, to be taken from off his coat. He 
was then placed upon the flool in order to be 
interrogated. He no fooner found himfelf 

in 
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ill this fituation, than joining his hands, and 
lifting his eyes up to heaven, he cried out ; 
Is this then the reward of forty years fervice ! 
This int-:' rogatory lafied fix hours, during 
which, being greatly fatigued, he was ordered 
a glafs of wine and water. It began again at 
Three in the evening. The Marquis de Bully 
and the Count d’Ache were fucceflively con* 
fronted with hinii They remained but a 
fhort time in the Great Chamber ; and, on 
leaving it, were conducted back by the Tip- 1 
fiaffs. The Court did not break up till Nine the 
fame evening, when Count Lally was re- con- 
duced to the Baftile, by the Parliament Guards 
and feveral companies of the Watch. The next 
day, the Judges proceeded, by Six o’clock in 
the morning, to give their opinions, the doors 
fttll. Continuing fliut ; yet had not done till 
Four in the' evening, when they pronounced 
an arret, which* though Very long* contained 
nothing but a bare recital of the proceedings 
again!! him* and feveral perfons accufed, like- 
wife, of abides and crimes in the Eaft Indies, 
with their acquittal or condemnation, with- 
out fpecifying the fa£ls, on which fuch ac- 
quittal or condemnation was grounded. The 
perfons mentioned with him, were as follows : 
Armand Anthony Francis Fretard dc Gade- 
vile, heretofore Quarter Mafter of the King’s 
army in the Indies ; James Hugo deChaponnay, 
heretofore Captain in the regiment of Tally ; 
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James' Pouly, heretofore Provoft • of tKe 
King’s army in the Indies ; Luke Allen, here- 
tofore Major of the King’s army in the In- 
dies 3 William Meagher, Phyfician, hereto- 
fore Surgeon of the army of the faid Lally 
in the Indies 3 John Ferdinand Rochette, 
heretofore Secretary of the faid Lally 5 Charles 
Fortier, heretofore barber and valet de cham- 
bre of the faid Lally 5 John Defchaux, cook 3 
Jofeph Francis de Ferre, Lieutenant in the re- 
giment of the Indies 5 all, prifoners in the Con- 
cergerie of the Palace 5 aSj alfo, againft Anne 
Anthony d’Ache, Lieutenant General of the 
King’s naval armies. Commander of the roy- 
al and military Order of St Lewis 3 James 
George, Vicomte de F umel 5 Auguftin Anthony 
Detard de Chamboy 3 and Charles Francis 
de Bazin 5 all prifoners at large 5 and, more- 
over, againft the Abbe Noronha 5 Friar 
Freinch 5 James Philip Hurpy 5 Jofeph Lewis 
Dennis jacquelet ; a certain Black called 
Ramalinga 3 and two other perfons. Lieute- 
nants in the regiment of Lorrain 3 accufed, 
likewife : but abfent and contumacious. The 
Conclufion of this arret, the only part of it 
which related to the acquittal or condemna- 
tion of the accufed, is as follows : 

“ The Court, the Great Chamber aflembled, 
rders that the faid Jofeph Francis de Ferre lhall 
pply to the King for Letters of Grace and 
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Remiffion j and, without paying any regard to 
the petitions and applications of the laid Tho- 
mas Anthony de Lally , which petitions and ap- 
plications are hereby rejected, or to the excep- 
tions made by him againft the witnelTes, which 
exceptions are hereby declared impertinent and 
inadmiflible,declares the faid Lally, attaintedand 
ponvidted of having betrayed the interefts of the 
King, his dominions, and the Cqmpanyof the 
Indies ; of abufes of authority; of vexations and 
exactions of and againft the fubjedls of his Ma- 
jefty,and others, foreigners, inhabitants of Pon- 
dichery ; for reparation of which and other crimes 
refulting from the Trial, it deprives him of all 
his titles, honours, and dignities; condemns him 
to have his head fevered from his body, on a 
fcaffold to be eredled, for that purpofe, in the 
place deGreve; declares his goods acquired and 
confflcated to the King’s ufe, after deducting 
.from them the fum Qf 10,000 livres, to be laid 
out in buying bread for the poor of the Conci- 
ergerie, and the fum of 300,000 livres to be dif- 
tributed to the poor inhabitants of Pondichery, 
in fuch portions as the King lhall think proper; 
adjourns, till after the execution of tbefaid Lally, 
the decilionof the accufations brought againft 
Armand Anthony Francis Fretard de Gadc- 
ville, James Hugo de Chaponay, and James 
Pouly ; in regard to the accufation brought 
againft the faid Luke Allen, orders the parties 
put of court ; acquits the faid Anne Anthony' 
B b 2 d’Ache 
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d’Ache of the accufation brought aga’tnft him j 
orders that all the expreffions injurious to the 
faid d’Ache', that occur in the memorials of 
the faid Lally, ihall be erazed and blotted out 
as injurious and flanderous ; a verbal procefs 
made thereof ; and a copy of fuch verbal pro- 
cefs delivered to the faid d’Ache ; the whole at 
the expence of the faid Lally, who is like- 
wife hereby condemned to pay the cofts of the 
faid d’Ache ; likewife, difeharges John George 
Vicomte de Fumel, Auguftin Anthony De- 
tar d de Chamboy, Charles Francis de Bazin, 
John Ferdinand Rochette, William Meagher, 
James Defchaux, and Charles Foffier, of the 
accufations brought againfl them ; orders the 
fliid Rochette, Meagher, Defchaux, and Fof- 
iier to be fet at liberty ; and injoins, on pain 
of corporal punifhment, all clerks and goalers 
to ftrike their names and accufations out of 
their regifters ; pcflpones the determination 
of the accufations brought againfl the Abbe 
Noronha, Friar Frcincli, Ramalinga, and two 
pcvfons formerly Lieutenants in the regiment 
of Lorrain, whofe contumacy has been fuffi- 
<eiently proved j and orders further informa- 
tions to be taken againfl: them during the I pace 
of twelve months, to be then communicated 
to, and finally pronounced upon by, thcCourt ; 
orders that all the memorials, of the faid 
Rally, as containing falihoods and calumnies, 
jliall be and remain lupprefled 5 orders, be- 
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fides, the prefent fentence to be printed, pub- 
liihed, and ftuck up wherever need ihall be, 
and copies of it to be fent to the Colonies. 

As foon as this fentence was pronounced, it 
was fent to the Vice Chancellor to be by him 
communicated to his Majefty, 

The Thurfday evening following, at Eleven 
o’clock, Count Lally was removed from the 
Baftile to the Conciergerie of the Palace ; and 
the next day at noon, his fentence was read 
to him, and foon after delivered by the Parlia- 
ment’s Printer to the public criers. At half an 
hour paft Four of the evening of the fame 
day, the Count, accompanied by the parifh 
prieft of the parifh of St. Lewis, who incef- 
fantfy exhorted him, and efcorted by two 
hangmen, "afcended a cart, which was followed 
by the ordinary waggon of.jhe Executioner 
of High Juftice. The public were very much 
furprifed to fee the Count gagged ; and, at firft, 
imagined it was done with a view of hindering 
him to fpeak ; but they were afterwards given to 
underftand, that, after his fentence had been 
read to him, he had endeavoured tofwallow his 
tongue, and had even given himfelf a wound 
in the breaft with a pair of compaffes he had 
concealed in his night-gown ; and that his exe- 
cution, which was to have been performed by 
torch-light, had been haftened on account of 
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this wound, and the fury he was in. He was 
conduced from the Court to the Greve in lefs 
than half an hour ; and, precifely at Five, at- 
tended the fcaffold, where, after taking the gag 
but of his mouth, he was blindfolded. The 
hangmen then cut off his head at two blows, 
threw it with the body into a common hackney 
coach, and buried both in the church-yard 
neareft to the place of execution. He was 
aged 67. 

In about ten days after, the Attorney Gene- 
ral of the Treafury Court of the Parliament 
reprefented to that Court, that the effects 
found in' Count Lally’s apartments were 
fo ineonfiderable, that, as he had no fettled 
refidence in the kingdom, it m,ight be juftly 
fulpe&ed great part of his moveable eftate had 
been depofited' in other hands ; and, without the 
interpofition of the Court, might continue fe- 
creted, to the great lofs, not only of the King 
to whom Count Lally’s effects were confif- 
cated, but likewife of his creditors, and of the 
poor to whom part of them had been ad-: 
judged. Upon this, the faid Court immediately 
iflued a decree, injoining all perfons having any 
knowledge of the Count’s moveable eftate, 
or even papers, to declare to the Court what 
they knew of them, by the 20th of June, on 
pain of being confidered as receivers and 
detainers of ftolen goods. 
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This decree made fuch an impreffion, that, 
before the expiration of the term therein limi- 
ted, no lefs than 1.400*000 livres worth of his 
effe&s were returned into Court, great part of 
which had been left with a gentleman in fuch a 
manner, as] to furnifh no more than a mere 
furmife that they belonged to Count Lally. 
But, on breaking open an exterior cover, this 
furmife appeared to be but toojuflly grounded, 
to the no fmall joy, it may be prefumed, of 
his enemies, as he had defied them to produce 
the lhadow of any fortune he had except what 
he had given the Minifter a minute of ; offer- 
ing, withal, in cafe they did, to acknowledge 
himfelf guilty of all the charges brought againft 
him. 
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